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T H E  V I L L A G E  C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H



_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Order of Worship_____________________________________________________________________________________________

+All who are able may stand

As you enter this holy space and sacred time, please quiet your mind, meditate on the Scriptures,
and pray for the Holy Spirit to prepare you to worship the Living God.

PRELUDE 	 Stabat Mater 	 Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 
Suzanne Shick, organ

WELCOME		  The Rev. Dr. Jack W. Baca 

CALL TO WORSHIP		

Leader: Bless the Lord, who forgives all our sins. 

People: His mercy endures forever. 

Leader: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid.  
             Cleanse the 	thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
             and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

People: And this is the judgment, that the light has come into this world, 
              and we loved darkness rather than light. God is light, in whom there is no darkness at all.

Leader: For God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
             but that the world might be saved through Him.

People: Everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, 
              but all who do what is true come to the light.

Leader: Come, let us worship in spirit and in truth.

+ HYMN 213	 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 	 RATHBUN

+ PRAYER OF CONFESSION		  The Rev. Janice Y. Cook

Most merciful God, we your church confess that often our spirit has not been that of Christ. We confess where we 
have failed to love one another as he loves us, where we have pledged loyalty to him with our lips and then betrayed, 
deserted, or denied him. Forgive us, we pray, through Christ the Lord. Amen. 

+ MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION 

+ ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

+ PASSING THE PEACE

Leader:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 



SCRIPTURE 	 Matthew 26:17-29 – The Last Supper	 Deacon Bob Heintz, lay reader

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher 
says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while 
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they became greatly distressed and began 
to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl 
with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, 
Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I 
will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

ANTHEM  	 Love Bade Me Welcome (from the Five Mystical Songs)	 Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Chancel Choir 

Cole Tornberg, tenor
Juan Carlos Acosta, director

 Love bade me welcome;  
yet my soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
If I lack’d anything. 

“A guest,” I answer’d, “worthy to be here:” 
Love said, “You shall be he.” 

“I, the unkind, ungrateful?  

Ah, my dear, I cannot look on Thee.” 
Love took my hand and smiling did reply, 

“Who made the eyes but I?” 

“Truth, Lord; but I have marr’d them:  
let my shame go where it doth deserve.” 

“And know you not,” says Love, “Who bore the blame?” 
“My dear, then I will serve.” 

“You must sit down,” says Love, “and taste my meat.” 
So I did sit and eat. 



THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

We are the body of Christ and individually members of it as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  
We share one bread and one cup in remembrance of the body and blood of Jesus that was given for us.  

Invitation          Words of Institution          Bread & Cup          Thanksgiving 

MUSICAL MEDITATIONS  	        Wondrous Love 	 Dale Wood
 	        My Song Is Love Unknown	 Michael Burkhardt

THE SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
Leader: 	 The Lord be with you.

People: 	 And also with you. 

Leader: 	 Most gracious God, look with mercy upon your family gathered here for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 			
			   was betrayed, given into sinful hands, and suffered death upon the cross. Strengthen our faith and forgive
 			   our betrayals as we enter the way of His passion; through Him who lives and reigns with you and the
		   	 Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

DRAPING OF THE CROSS  	 Malachi Marshall and Stacey Love

FIRST READING 	 Matthew 26:30-46 – Gethsemane	 Susan Appleby, lay reader

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 
Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I 
tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must 
die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to 
them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want 

but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not 
stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving 
them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 



ANTHEM	 The Agony (from The Crucifixtion)	 John Stainer 
Malachi Marshall, baritone

Cole Tornberg, tenor

And they came to a place called Gethsemane, 
And Jesus saith to his disciples:  
Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 

Could ye not watch with me, one brief hour? 
Could ye not pity my sorest need? 

Ah! If ye sleep while the tempests lower, 
Surely, My friends, I am ′lone indeed.  

Jesu, Lord Jesu, bowed in bitter anguish, 
and bearing all the evil we have done! 

Oh, teach us, teach us how to love Thee for Thy love. 
Help us to pray, and watch, and mourn with Thee. 

Could ye not watch with Me one brief hour? 
Did ye not say upon Kedron’s slope 

Ye would not fall into the Tempter′s power? 
Did ye not murmur great words of hope? 

Could ye not watch with me?  
Even so, willing in heart, but the flesh is vain. 

Back to mine agony I must go. 
Lonely to pray in bitterest pain.

SECOND READING 	 Matthew 26:47-56 – Arrest 	 Elder Gena Wilson

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will 
kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to 
him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one 
of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then 
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have 
you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, 
and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then 
all the disciples deserted him and fled. 



+  HYMN 218	 Ah, Holy Jesus 	  HERZLIEBSTER JESU

THIRD READING 	 Matthew 26:57-75 – Trial and Denial	 Francie Murphy, lay reader

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he 
sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 
build it in three days.’” The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against 
you?” But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now 
heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his face and 
struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he went out 
to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I 
do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

ANTHEM 	 He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word	 Moses Hogan

Wasn’t it a pity and a shame? and He never said a mumbalin’ word.  
Not a word, not a word, not a word.  

They pierced Him in the side, and He never said a mumbalin’ word. 
Not a word, not a word, not a word.  

His blood came trickling down, and He never said a mumbalin’ word.  
Not a word, not a word, not a word. 

He bowed His head and died, and He never said a mumbalin’ word.
Not a word, not a word, not a word. 



FOURTH READING 	 Matthew 27:1-10 – Judas hangs himself	 Bill Burch, lay reader

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus in order to 
bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. When Judas, his 
betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and the elders. He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it 
yourself.” Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. 

But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.” After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 
For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had 
been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
commanded me.”

+ HYMN 216 	 Beneath the Cross of Jesus 	 CRUCIFIXION

FIFTH READING 	 Matthew 27:11-23 – Jesus before Pilate	 Paul Zellerbach, lay reader

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, 
“You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, 
“Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. 
So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 

While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, 
for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded 
the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who 
is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 



ANTHEM 	 O Vos Omnes	 O Vos Omnes 
Thomas Luis de Victoria 

O vos omnes qui transitis per viam, attendite et videte: 
O all ye that pass by the way, attend and see:  

Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus. Attendite, universi populi, et videte dolorem meum. 
If there be any sorrow like to my sorrow. Attend, all ye people, and see my sorrow: 

Si est dolor similis sicut dolor meus. 

If there be any sorrow like to my sorrow. 

SIXTH READING 	     Matthew 27:24-31 – Jesus stripped, beaten, and “crowned”	 The Rev. Janice Y. Cook

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed 
his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a 
whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 

So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers 
of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. 
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

ANTHEM 	 Scenes from the Solemn Cross 	 Douglas Nolan
 

On His head a crown of thorns, on His tongue the bitter gall, 
on His back a purple robe, on His heart the sin of all. 

In His ear the rabble’s cry, in His side the cursed spear, 
from His lips a final prayer, on His cheek a falling tear. 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Oh, did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

On His feet a crimson stain, on His hands a scarlet trace, 
on His mind the Father’s will, 

through His blood the gift of grace, 
through His blood the gift of grace.



SEVENTH READING 	 Matthew 27:32-54 – Crucifixion and Death	 The Rev. Dr. Jack W. Baca 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his 
clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they 
put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two bandits were crucified with 
him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and 
we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 
The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. From noon on, darkness came over 
the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they 
said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on 
a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 

Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 
holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 
saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

SOLO 	 Were You There? 	 Afro-American Spiritual 
		  Calieanne Grossheim, soprano 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 



TOLLING OF THE BELL 		  Phyllis Graham, ringer 

The bell is tolled 33 times, representing the 33 years of Jesus life.

BENEDICTION 

Please depart from the Sanctuary in silence. 

Return Easter morning to celebrate the joy of Jesus Christ’s resurrection! 
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