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The Village Church – Rancho Santa Fe 
Week # 10– Adult Bible Study – 2025 & 2026 

 
Discovering the Bible Notes – The Exile          Nov. 11 & 12 

 
Jeremiah 1:1-10, The Call of Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 2:1-13, God’s Message to Israel 
Jeremiah 18:1-12, The Potter 
Jeremiah 21:1-14, Jerusalem’s Defeat 
Jeremiah 31: 15-34, A New Covenant 
Ezekiel 1:1-3:17, Ezekiel’s Vision 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, The Valley of Dry Bones 
Isaiah 40:1-11, Proclaim the Good News 
Isaiah 43:1-21, God Promises Rescue 
Isaiah 45:1-13, God Chooses Cyrus 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, The Suffering Servant 

 
1. The dates 721 BCE and 587 BCE are deeply significant for the people of Israel. First 

Israel, then Judah, was conquered and many people were led away into exile.  
 

2. The literature of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 2 Isaiah is a collection of many different kinds of 
rhetorical efforts, of varying shapes, no doubt offered in a variety of contexts.  

 
3. The disordered mass of material now known as the prophets has been subjected to a long 

editorial process which eventuated in the canonical shape of the material as we have it. 
 

4. The literature as it has now been shaped is intended to help the community of faith make 
two crucial and difficult 

5. moves, relinquishment and receiving. 
 

6. The year 587 is the occasion when the temple in Jerusalem was burned, the holy city was 
destroyed, the Davidic dynasty was terminated, the leading citizens deported.  

 
7. The historical events that brought about The Exile are quite straightforward; Stronger 

nations prevailed over Israel. The reasons, understanding, and interpretation are not 
as apparent.  

 
8. While the destruction of the Temple could have suggested the defeat of Israel's God, the 

prophets interpreted it differently. They affirmed God's sovereignty over all nations, 
including the Babylonians who served as His instrument of punishment. 
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9. According to Jewish interpretation, the Babylonian Exile profoundly transformed the 
faith of Israel, this period of crisis and displacement prompted deep theological reflection 
and laid the foundation for post-exilic Judaism. 

 
10. JEREMIAH was a major prophet in the Hebrew Bible, often known as the "weeping 

prophet" due to his anguish over the impending destruction of the Kingdom of Judah. 
 

11. Jeremiah ministered during a tumultuous period from around 626 to 586 BCE, spanning 
the reigns of Judah's last five kings,  

 
12. Jeremiah 18: 27-30 is a short segment that shifts focus to a new principle of justice. 

Each person will be responsible for their own sin and will die for their own iniquity.  This 
highlights a move toward individual accountability under the coming new order 

 

13. Jeremiah18: 31-34 is the pivotal part of the passage, introducing the concept of a "new 
covenant" that is distinct from the one made with their ancestors at Mount Sinai, which 
the people broke. The new covenant is characterized by an internal transformation. 
 

14. According to the prophet Jeremiah, the exile’s daily life involved building houses, 
planting gardens, and praying for the peace of their new community, But they were also 
instructed to maintain their commitment to God and not compromise their faith, even in 
the face of assimilation pressures.  

 
15. EZEKIEL was a major Hebrew prophet and priest who lived during the Babylonian 

Exile in the 6th century BCE.  
 

16. Ezekiel’s name means "God strengthens." He was from a high-ranking priestly family in 
Jerusalem and was among the upper-class Judahites deported to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar II in 597 BCE. 
   

17. Ezekiel 37:1-14  is the vision of the valley of dry bones, a powerful metaphor for God's 
promised national and spiritual restoration of Israel from their Babylonian exile. 

 
18. ISAIAH was a major biblical prophet who ministered in the Kingdom of Judah during 

the 8th century BCE 
 

19. Isaiah’s name, "Yesha'yahu" in Hebrew, means "Yahweh is salvation," a fitting name 
given the central theme of his prophecies. 
 

https://www.google.com/viewer/place?mid=/m/03spz&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_8bS5-MyQAxVAmO4BHQaVHN8QqdYPegQIAxAC
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20. Isaiah was married to a woman referred to as "the prophetess" and had at least two sons, 
whose names (Shear-jashub, "A remnant will return," and Maher-shalal-hash-baz, "Spoil 
speeds, prey hastens") were also prophetic signs. 
 

21. Isaiah delivered a message of both judgment for social injustice and idolatry, and hope 
for a future king from the line of David (the Messiah) who would establish God's 
kingdom of justice and peace on Earth. 
 

22. Isaiah 40:1-11 offers a powerful message of comfort, hope, and restoration for God's 
people after a time of judgment and exile 

 
23. This passage marks a significant transition in the book of Isaiah from messages of 

coming judgment to those of salvation and new beginnings 
 

24. Isaiah 43:1-21 is a message of comfort, assurance, and hope from God to the nation of 
Israel, who were in exile in Babylon as punishment for their sins.  
 

25. God instructs the people not to dwell excessively on past deliverances (like the Exodus 
from Egypt), because He is about to do something even greater and "new" (vv. 16-19).  
 

26. Isaiah 45:1-13 God asserts that He is the only true God and has complete control over 
world events and leaders. He "anoints" Cyrus, a pagan king, for a specific purpose and 
demonstrates that God's plan does not rely on human belief or virtue, only on His own 
sovereign choice. 

 
27. Isaiah 52:13-53:12 From a Jewish perspective, Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is most often 

interpreted as referring to the nation of Israel as the suffering servant, who is despised 
and afflicted for the sake of the world but will ultimately be vindicated and exalted. 

  
28. While a Messianic interpretation exists in early Jewish texts, the prevailing view 

identifies the servant as the collective people of Israel, not an individual. 
 
29. From a Christian perspective, this section describes the suffering of the Lord's Servant, 

who is ultimately exalted after enduring suffering for the sins of others. 
 
30. Christians interpret this as a prophecy of Jesus Christ, who suffered, died, and was 

resurrected for the salvation of the world.  
 
31. The Book of Isaiah is one of the most important and frequently quoted Old Testament 

books in the New Testament, particularly for its detailed prophecies about the life, 
sacrificial death, and return of a Messiah. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=suffering+servant&sca_esv=7a941e0d451f7f12&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS1035US1035&sxsrf=AE3TifNvQjvTJuGGH-uoGxgSlNg_SX710g%3A1762211603520&ei=EzcJaZi9H8uKkPIP1eLAkQk&ved=2ahUKEwiBrvzsjdeQAxVNLkQIHUQVGLUQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=isaiah+52%3A13-53%3A12%2C+summary+from+a+Jewish+perspective&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiNWlzYWlhaCA1MjoxMy01MzoxMiwgc3VtbWFyeSBmcm9tIGEgSmV3aXNoIHBlcnNwZWN0aXZlSOhrUMUYWPdocAh4AZABAJgBKKABiAmqAQIzM7gBA8gBAPgBAZgCAqACDcICChAAGLADGNYEGEeYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwEyoAfNC7IHALgHAMIHAzItMsgHCQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfArhQw-dZnIXlaKRCU7beahnOFUEyQPBwqwdKUor68fv8WUMQCaOg95kh5V4hrY3JfmWZGed5D-GF6r0YiST-YDwm5IrBhx1_wkO--cO0Cf-Zs2WHahVhxS0sg1o8igQI4kJ_zyB3m-RKGIwGcL1He0prAwmioGh6LXnbQBmYWOSW895j3uiqADQ0wgKbKNm35wuR7-xqb1kNMdKqV3aWcyB2G1ZLPvR_oZ-fQIIwZQuILXItZJg-PEckL4FW96uykeybcd2ZMhddIwONu8rCyP&csui=3
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32. Ancient Jewish tradition holds that Isaiah was martyred during the reign of the evil King 
Manasseh by being "sawn in two" 

 
REFLECTIONS 
 

1. Jeremiah was known as the "weeping prophet" due to the emotional toll of his ministry 
(Jeremiah 9:1; 20:14-18). What does his emotional honesty teach us about expressing our 
struggles and lamentations to God? 
 

2. Despite severe warnings of judgment, Jeremiah 29:11 offers a message of hope: "For I 
know the plans I have for you... plans to give you hope and a future." How can this 
promise be applied to your life during times of "exile" or unwanted circumstances? 
 

3. The phrase "Then they will know that I am the LORD" is repeated often in Ezekiel. How 
do you recognize God's sovereignty and authority in your own life and in world events?  
 

4. Ezekiel emphasizes individual accountability, stating that "the soul who sins is the one 
who will die" (Chapter 18). How does this principle affect your view of personal 
responsibility for your choices and actions, regardless of your background or 
environment? 

 
5. Ezekiel is commissioned as a "watchman" responsible for warning the people (Chapters 3 

and 33). What does it mean to be a "watchman" in today's context, and how can you 
faithfully communicate truth and warnings to those around you? 
 

6. Isaiah presents God as both a righteous judge who punishes sin and a compassionate 
redeemer who offers salvation. How do you reconcile these two aspects of God's 
character in your own understanding, and how do they impact your daily life? 
 

7. Isaiah ministered during times of political turmoil and national instability. How can the 
themes of the book help you to trust God more during times of personal or societal 
instability today? 

8. What does it mean that God promises to make a path and sustain life where it seems 
impossible? 

9. God tells His people, "Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing!" (Isaiah 43:18-19). What "former things" might God be 
calling you to forget or move past in your life to embrace the "new thing" He is doing? 
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Notes by The Rev. Janice Y. Cook, Executive Associate Pastor, The Village Church, Rancho 
Santa Fe, California 

 
Primary Source: Discovering the Bible: A New Generation, published by The Kerygma 
Program, Pittsburgh, PA.  Boyd Lien, author.  

 


