Jerusalem’s Rebellion, Punishment and Hope 27 MAR-2APR 2018

ZEP 1-3; 2 Kl 23; 2 CH 33-35; PS 33, 66-67, 100; JER 1-6 Week 26 - 24 Weeks to Go

Zephaniah wrote to the people of Judah to warn them of God’s impending judgment, to urge
them to repent and to offer them the hope of restoration. Josiah’s rigorous reform efforts did not
appear to fully penetrate to the hearts of the people and covenant faithfulness would be short-
lived. Judgement would be followed by restoration where God would purify his own, bring
rejoicing to Jerusalem and restore his people and Jerusalem’s glory. Jeremiah begins his calling
in a time of political and military unrest, where Judah found itself at the mercy of the day’s
superpowers. Despite Josiah’s attempts at reform the people, Jeremiahs message to turn back to
God would be consistently rejected by the people. When we choose sin instead of obedience to
God, we reject God's defense and invite disaster into our lives. There are consequences to our
sins, but God always forgives us when we return to Him. Obstinacy and complacency bring
God’s judgement and Jerusalem finds itself under siege.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 686-708) Outline

Day 1: ZEP 1:1-3:20 Zephaniah’s Prophecy: From Judgment to Joy [Day 1]
Day 2: 2 KI 23:1-25 Josiah Keeps the Passover [Day 2]

Day 3: 2 CH 33:1-35:19 Priestly Account: Bad and Good Kings [Day 3]

Day 4: PS 33, 66, 67, 100 Psalms of Joy and Praise [Day 4]

Day 5: 2 Kl 23:26
Day 6: JER 1:1- 3:25
Day 7: JER 4:1- 6:30

Prophetic Account: Josiah’s Last Years [Day 5]
The Call of Jeremiah [Day 6]
Unfaithful Israel [Day 6-71

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Zephaniah Josiah Judah Cush Day of the Lord Judgment
Hilkiah Manasseh Assyria Bethel Repentance Justice
Amon Jeremiah Jerusalem Comfort Remnant
Shaphan Huldah Reform Unfaithful
Key Verses

Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek
humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger. [ZEP 3:3]

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him. [PS 33:1]
Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious [PS 66:1-2]
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us [PS 67:1]

See, today | appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow,
to build and to plant. [JER 1:10]

EPOCH 5

(930 - 586 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Zepl: "l will sweep away everything from the earth,” declares the LORD. The day of the
LORD is near. "I will bring distress on mankind."

Zep2: Seek the LORD, you humble. Gaza shall be deserted. The LORD is against you, O
Canaan. He will stretch out his hand to destroy Assyria.

Zep3: Woe to the rebellious city! "I have cut off nations. I will leave a humble people.” Sing, O
Zion! The LORD will quiet you by his love.

2Ki23: Josiah destroyed the altars and high places and held Passover. He was killed in battle.
Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim ruled and did evil.

2Ch33: Manasseh became king. He did much evil and was captured by the Assyrians. Then he
sought the LORD. Amon became king and did evil.

2Ch34: Josiah became king. He repaired the temple and had the law read out. Huldah said, "The
LORD says: You will be buried in peace."

2Ch35: Josiah celebrated the Passover. He appointed priests to their duties and provided
offerings. Then he attacked Neco and was killed.

Ps33: Rejoice in the LORD! Make melody, play skilfully. Let all the earth fear the LORD. His
eye is on those who hope in his steadfast love.

Ps66: Shout for joy to God! Come and see what he has done. He has not let our feet slip. 1 will
make an offering. God has heard my prayer.

Ps67: May God be gracious to us, and make his face to shine upon us. Let the peoples praise
you, O God! The earth has yielded its increase.

Ps100: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth! Know that the LORD is God. Enter his courts
with praise. For his love endures forever.

Jerl: The LORD said to me: | appointed you as a prophet to the nations. Do not be afraid. | am
calling the northern kingdoms against Judah.

Jer2: Go and proclaim: My people have exchanged their glory for idols. You have all rebelled
against me. Now | will bring you to judgement.

Jer3: Israel played the whore on every hill. Her false sister Judah saw it. Return, O faithless
children! Surely the LORD is our salvation.



http://www.biblesummary.info/zephaniah/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/zephaniah/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/zephaniah/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-kings/23
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-chronicles/33
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-chronicles/34
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-chronicles/35
http://www.biblesummary.info/psalms/33
http://www.biblesummary.info/psalms/66
http://www.biblesummary.info/psalms/67
http://www.biblesummary.info/psalms/100
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/3
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer4: Flee to safety! I am bringing disaster from the north, says the LORD. | have heard the
trumpet! The whole land shall be a desolation.

Jer5: Israel and Judah have been utterly unfaithful to me. I am bringing a distant nation against
you. Your sins have deprived you of good.

Jer6: Flee from Jerusalem! | appointed watchmen but you would not listen. An army is coming
from the north. My people are rejected silver.



http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/6
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Big Ideas in
ZEPHANIAH

On the day of the Lord, he
; will sweep away all nations
~_ injudgment

Mixing worship of the true
God with idolatry yields
disastrous results

Seeking God alone |
brings salvation

God will restore
both his people
and Jerusalem

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.theguickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in LifeLines:
JEREMIAH JEREMIAH

Jeremiah 1-51

All Ages a
Unknown Serves
as priest
1:1
Called as prophet
1:4-10

Prophesies to Judah
and Israel
2:1—11.23

Persecuted and
imprisoned many times
11:18-21, 18:18-19;
20:1-2,7-10: 26:8-11,16;
32:2-3; 33:1; 37:15-16,21;
38:4-6,13,28

Jeremiah warns God’s
people to return to God
and repent

Judah’s idolatry will o
result in judgment and

punishment

God will make a
new covenant
with his people

Survives Jerusalem's fall
39:1-14; 40:1-6

Taken to Egypt
43:

Ultimate trust must 4-7

be found not in earthly
things but in God ‘

Gives final prophecy
51:59-64

I Warns Jerusalem of

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Week 26 - 24 Weeks to Go

Israel is taken into exile by Assyria
[2 Kings 17]

For over 200 years the northem kingdom of Israsl had
worshipped idols, dshonored their covenant relationship
with God, and ignored God’s wamings of exile.

For many years the Assyrians had been expandmg their
empire and had now become a large and dommant em-
pire.

In 722 BC, Assyria conquerad Israel and took most of
the people from those 10 tribes to live n other con-
quered territories to thenorth and east of Irael. (Judzh
was taxed by the Assyrians but never conquered by
them).

These 10 tribes of Israelites were scattered and assimilat-
ed mto other cultures. These are the “10 lost tribes of
Israsl”.

Assyria brought other conquerad peoples to live m Israel
(also called Samariz). These foreigners mtermarried with
the remnant of Israclites that had not been carried off
mto exile. The resulting people worshipped both God
and idols. These people were referrad to 2s Samaritans.
In Jesus’ day. the descendants of these Samaritans were
looked down upon by other Jews (but not by Jesus!)

Judah last for another 135 years
[2 Kings 18-24 and 2 Chronicles 29-36]

When the Assyrian Empire expanded mto the Holy
Land, the Assyrians did not conquer or exile the people
of Judzsh. Judzh was allowed to mamtain its own kings
and armies but they were considerad o be part of the
Assyrian Empire and were required to pay taxes to As-
syma.

Judzh survived as anation 133 years longer than Irael.

Most of Judah’s kings encouraged idol worship and Gos
was displeased with Judzh.

God rased up prophets in Judzh to wam the people to
tum away from sin and idol worship. These prophets
predicted a 70 year exile ahead.

During these years the Assyrian Empire lost its strength
and the Babylonian Empire graw m prommence and
took over mmich of the former Assyrian Empire.

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

e What do the judgments in Zephaniah reveal about God’s view of sin and its consequences? About
God’s view of the oppressor and the oppressed?

¢ What hope does God offer to any who gather together contritely before him (ZEP 2:1-3)? What
attitudes and actions please the Lord? What will be the final result?

e God’s wrath has its flip side — restoration. What one quality above all others do you think God
wants restored in the nation, church or individual who worships him? How can that quality be
modelled?

e Ifall nations end up worshiping God, “everyone in its own land” (ZEP 11), what do you imagine
that will be like? Will that include worship of the one true God by various hames?

e Psalm 33:4-9 focuses on God’s creative power? How are both the love and power of God evident
in creation? What are two things about creation that have impressed you about God’s power?
About his love? Do these things help you to worship God?

What did | learn about human nature?

e How do you tell the difference between honorable wealth and unjust riches?

e Inwhat ways are our and our nation;s attitudes and actions like and unlike Philistia, Moab,
Ammon, Cush or Ninevah? What can be the outcome of overzealous pride in “God and country?”

o Is honesty that hard to practice? Why? When isit easy to be truthful? When is it hardest?

e Who do you think are false prophets today? What is their lie? How do they profit?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

e Throughout Zephaniah there is a pattern of rebellion, restoration and rejoicing. If this book were
the story of your life, in which of these three stages do you find yourself in relation to God?
Why?

e How does the Lord communicate with you: Are his plans for you always clear, sometimes clear
or never clear? What role does Scripture play? What about advice, hunches, prayer and
circumstances?

e How important is loyalty to you in your relationships apart from God? To what or whom do you
feel most loyal? Why?

e Think of a place that has been devastated by war or disaster recently. Do you ever experience
something like Jeremiah’s concern and agony when you learn of people’s suffering? Why or why
not?

e What helps you worship best: Music? Loud shouts? Nature? Silence? Ritual? Why?

Insights about the time and/or customs?
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NA 1:1-3:19; 2 KI 23; JER 7-8, 11, 13, 15 17-18, 22, 25-26, 36, 45-47;
2 CH 35-36, HAB 1 Week 27 - 23 Weeks to Go

Nahum’s prophecy of judgment on Ninevah was intended to bring hope to the people of Judah,
who had suffered Assyrian abuse for many years. God cares for his people and will punish
those who abuse them. He will protect them, free them from oppression and restore them. But
he will not tolerate business as usual when he has called for repentance. He is the ultimate
power and authority and he calls upon his people to live life his way. God is at work in the lives
of his people even when it seems evil has triumphed. Because God is sovereign, he will not let
injustice continue forever. God’s ways may seem unfathomable, but He was in control.

Weekly Reading Plan (pg. 708-730) || Outline

Day 1: NA 1:1-3:19; 2 K1 23:28-34 Nahum [Day 1]

Day 2: JER 22:10-17; 2 CH 35:20-36:4 || The Death of Josiah [Day 1]

Day 3: HAB 1:1-3:19; 2 Kl 23:35-37 A Dirge for an Exiled King [Day 2]

Day 4: JER 26:1-6; 7:1-8:3; 26:7-24; Priestly Account: Josiah’s Last Years [Day 2]
Day 5 ER 4717 412 1314, || HoDAKkuk [Day 3]
e 18:1-17 S Prophetic Account: Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin [Day 3]

Day 6: JER 36:1-10; 25:1-14; Jerimiah’s Temple Sermon [Day 4]
Day 7: JER 36:11-32; 45:1-5; 15:10-21 || The Battle of Carchemish [Day 5]
Jerimiah’s Scroll [Day 6-7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Nahum Josiah Nineveh Judah Judgment Conflict
Jehoahaz Necho Jerusalem Charchemish Relbellion Injustice

i i Salvation Repentance
Jeremiah Jehoiakim II\Ellge%?do ﬁg:ﬁﬁ P
Habakkuk Ba}ruch Babylon
Nebuchadnezzar Micah

Key Verses

The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, but with an
overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into darkness. [NA 1:7-8]

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, through the olive crop fails and
the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. [HAB 3:17-18]

As for all my wicked neighbors who seize the inheritance | gave my people Israel, I will uproot them
from their lands and I will uproot the people of Judah from among them. But after I uproot them, I will
again have compassion and will bring each of them back to their own inheritance [JER 12:15]

I will save you from the hands of the wicked and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel [JER 15:21]

EPOCH 5

(930 - 586 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Nal: Against Nineveh: The LORD takes vengeance on his enemies. The LORD says, "l will
break his yoke from you." Hold your feasts, O Judah!

Na2: The LORD is restoring Jacob. Chariots race through the streets. Nineveh is like a draining
pool. "I am against you," declares the LORD.

Na3: Woe to the bloody city! "The nations will look at your shame."” Draw water for the siege.
Your shepherds are asleep, O king of Assyria.

2Ki23: Josiah destroyed the altars and high places and held Passover. He was killed in battle.
Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim ruled and did evil.

Jer26: The LORD said: Speak in the courts. The priests seized Jeremiah to kill him, but the
officials refused. Uriah had been put to death.

Jerll: Both Israel and Judah have broken my covenant. I will bring disaster. Do not pray for
them. I will punish those who seek your life.

Jerl2: O LORD, why do the wicked prosper? | have left my house. Many shepherds have
ruined my vineyard. | will uproot my evil neighbors.

Jer4d7: Of the Philistines: Waters are rising from the north. The LORD is destroying the
Philistines. How can the sword of the LORD be quiet?

Jer46: Of Egypt: There is no healing for you. Prepare yourselves for exile. I will deliver Egypt
to Nebuchadnezzar. But fear not, O Jacob!

Jer13: The LORD told me to hide a sash in the rocks. So I will ruin the pride of Judah, says the
LORD. All Judah will be carried into exile.

Jerl8: The LORD said: Go to the potter. You are clay in my hand, O Israel. My people have
forgotten me. O LORD, they have dug a pit for me.

Jer36: Baruch read out Jeremiah's words at the temple. The king sent for the scroll and burned
it. The LORD said: I will bring disaster.

Jer25: You did not listen, says the LORD. So I will summon Babylon. Make the nations drink
my cup of wrath. The LORD will roar from on high.



http://www.biblesummary.info/nahum/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/nahum/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/nahum/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-kings/23
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/26
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/11
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/12
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/47
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/46
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/13
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/18
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/36
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/25
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer45: When Baruch wrote these words, the LORD said to him: | am going to break what | have
built. Do not seek great things for yourself.

Jerl5: Send these people away from my presence! Who will mourn for Jerusalem? O LORD, |
suffer insult for you. I am with you, says the LORD.



http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/45
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/15
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Big Ideas in

God brings judgment on
those who fail to live up to
5 their earlier repentance

God is a warrior who
wages war against
those who resist him

God punishes those

who are violent, idolatrous,
ruthless in business,
materialistic and cruel

God will free his
people from captivity
and restore them

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - w
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Judah is taken into exile by Babylonia
[2 Chronicles 36]

The Babylonian Empire (under King Nebuchadnezzar)
attacked Judzh and quickly tock many of the best lead-
ers, families, nobles and youths captive. These captives
were tzken to Babylon and given foed, land traming and
sometimes positions of mfluence.

Judzh was eventually completely conquerad by the Bab-
ylonians who then destroyed Solomen’s Temple and
carried off 2l of its valuable articles mcluding the Ark of
the Covenant.

Most of the remaming people of Judzh were then taken
captive to Babylon m 2 successive groups.

 Arablan

Rt
These Judan captives clung to their worship of God and esert

remamed distinct from the Babylonians and their tdol-
worship. Many of these Judans (now called Jews) pros-

pered m Babylonia. ' it

In Babylonia, the Jaws formed small community groups Y

for worship. These were the fust synagogues. EZRA 255907 .
o City

After 70 years of captivity, the Persian Empire overtook o

the Babylonian Empire and the Persian king encourage E i i

the Jews to retum to their homeland and rebuild the

Temple.

Ligber, D. {1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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Big Ideas in
HABAKKUK

God is holy and just; he is
not indifferent regarding sin
and injustice

God will punish
the wicked at

AL the righttime

\

. - 1

The righteous wait
faithfully for God's

purposes to be fulfilled

o

God's goodness can be seen
even in the worst situations

Questions
and Answers

Habakkuk

Habakkuk’s Questions

God, have you
abandoned us?
1:1-4

w

The
Babylonians?
God, how
could you?
1:12—2:1

God, are you
still there?
3:1-15

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible -

God'’s Answers

No, but Israel’s
wickedness has
not gone
unnoticed; | will
send the
Babylonians to
punish my
people

1:5-11

I know the
Babylonians
are not
innocent; |
promise to
crush them as
well

2:38

. Yes, and I will

strengthen my
people even in

: difficult times
: 3:16-19

www.thequickviewbible.com
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Evil and Injustice Will Not Last Forever

NA 1:1-3:19; 2 KI 23; JER 7-8, 11, 13, 15 17-18, 22, 25-26, 36, 45-47,

2 CH 35-36, HAB 1

Week 27 - 23 Weeks to Go
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Evil and Injustice Will Not Last Forever 3 -9 APR 2018

NA 1:1-3:19; 2 KI 23; JER 7-8, 11, 13, 15 17-18, 22, 25-26, 36, 45-47;
2 CH 35-36, HAB 1 Week 27 - 23 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Evil and Injustice Will Not Last Forever 3 -9 APR 2018

NA 1:1-3:19; 2 KI 23; JER 7-8, 11, 13, 15 17-18, 22, 25-26, 36, 45-47;
2 CH 35-36, HAB 1 Week 27 - 23 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

e In Nahum, we see that God is good in his anger. How do you reconcile God’s wrath with God’s
love? Is one primary and the other secondary? Are they flip sides of the same coin? Or do you
find it difficult to see consistency in these two natures of God?

e In 2 KI 23 we read about the revival brought about by Josiah. Is revival dependent all and only on
God? What role, if any, should we play in revival today?

e Habakkuk calls out to God asking why there is evil and injustice. How might God use terrorists,
drug lords, human traffickers, police states, and scandals in our day?

e InJER 18 we see the image of God as a potter. Are God’s plans set in “concrete” or “wet clay”?
How much does he mold people and how much do people mold themselves? Read RO 9:19-21.

What did I learn about human nature?

e God declares to Nineveh in Nahum “I am against you.” To what extent is our nation guilty of the
sins of Nineveh, such as cruelty and warmongering? Is our nation’s capital as liable as Nineveh
for lies and making money at the expense of others? What personal responsibility, if any, do we
have in giving warning to our nation today? Who do you think raises the voice of reform today?

e What fears do some people, including Christians, have about something or someone other than
themselves being in control? In what ways does our culture encourage people to be in control in
their lives, jobs, marriage, etc? What do our fears indicate about our willingness or ability to let
God be in control? What are some ways we can daily relinquish our lives to God’s sovereign
control?

e What do wars accomplish? Are they acts of God’s wrath or the results of man’s folly? Explain.

e InJER 36 King Jehoiakim burns Jeremiah’s scroll containing God’s word. How do people today
show disdain for God’s word? How do they honor it?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

e  Describe a time when God gave you hope through something amazing He did in the life of
another person.

e Describe a time when, like Habakkuk, you were “awed” by God’s creation.

e Jeremiah was calm facing death (JER 26:14-15). Does the fear of the Lord make you immune to
the fear of men? Should it? How can you overcome what you fear the most?

e Do you think serving the Lord was a pleasant task for Jeremiah? Would you have liked his job?
Do you ever feel unrewarded for your dedication? Unappreciated by God? By others? How does
God equip you for the role you play?

Insights about the time and/or customs?



Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Jeremiah continues to warn God’s people that those who do not turn away from evil will face
severe consequences. Despite over 40 years of emotional appeals, Jeremiah’s words continue to
go unheeded. Along with words of discouragement about judgment, there is also
encouragement in Jeremiah’s message. God is our potter; he is in control of our circumstances.
Faithfulness to God’s way will always overcome the failures of sin in our lives. In captivity,
Daniel shows uncompromising faith in God’s sovereignty and power.

Weekly Reading Plan: (Pg. 730-751) Outline
Day 1: JER 14:1-17:27 The Drought [Day 1-2]
Day 2: JER 8:4-10:16 Jehoiakim’s Rebellion Against Babylon [Day 3]
Day 3: 2 Kl 24:1-4; JER 35:1-19 The Rekabites [Day 3]
Day 4: JER 23:9-40; 18:18-20:18 False Prophets [Day 4]
Day 5: 2 KI 24_:5'9; JER 22:18-30; Do Not Hope in King Jehoiachin [Day 5]

JER 13:15-27 N A
Day 6: 2 KI 24:10-17; 2 CH 36:5-10 Jer_]0|ach|n Taken Capt_lve_ [Day 6] o
Day 7: JER 24:1-10; DA 1:1-21 Priestly Account: Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin [Day 6]

Prophetic Account: Zedekiah and Jeremiah [Day 7]
Daniel’s Training in Babylon [Day 7]
Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Jeremiah Jehoiakim Judah Punishment
Nebechadnezzar  Rekabites Jerusalem Judgment
Pashhur Jehoiachin Babylon Prophecy
Zedekiah Daniel Obed_le_nce
Captivity
Ashpenaz Word of the Lord
Faithless/Faithful

Key Verses

Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their
riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that |
am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight.”

[JER 9:23-24]

Like these good figs, I regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom | sent away from this place to the
land of the Babylonians. My eyes will watch over them for their good, and | will bring them back to this
land. 1 will build them up and not tear them down; I will plant them and not uproot them. ..They will be
my people and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their heart. [JER 24:5-7]

EPOCH 5

(930 - 586 BC)




Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer14: There is no water in the cisterns. O LORD, do not forsake us! | will destroy them by
sword and by famine. Can any idols bring rain?

Jerl5: Send these people away from my presence! Who will mourn for Jerusalem? O LORD, |
suffer insult for you. I am with you, says the LORD.

Jer16: The LORD said to me: Do not marry or have children. Why has the LORD pronounced
evil against us? You have followed your evil hearts.

Jerl7: Cursed are those who trust in man. Blessed are those who trust in the LORD. If you keep
the Sabbath, Jerusalem will remain forever.

Jer8: Why do these people refuse to return? They have no shame. The LORD has doomed us
because we have sinned. Is there no balm in Gilead?

Jer9: No one speaks the truth. I will scatter these people, says the LORD. The sound of wailing
is heard from Zion. I act with justice.

Jer10: Do not learn the ways of the nations. The LORD is the true God. Listen, a great
commotion from the north! They have devoured Jacob.

2Ki24: The LORD sent raiders against Judah. Jehoiachin ruled and Nebuchadnezzer took all
Jerusalem captive. Zedekiah ruled and did evil.

Jer35: The Rechabites refused to drink wine. The LORD said to Judah: The command of
Jonadab has been obeyed, yet you have not obeyed me.

Jer23: 1 will raise up a righteous Branch, says the LORD. The prophets fill you with false
hopes. | did not speak, yet they have prophesied.

Jer18: The LORD said: Go to the potter. You are clay in my hand, O Israel. My people have
forgotten me. O LORD, they have dug a pit for me.

Jer19: The LORD said: Buy a clay jar. These people have burned sacrifices to foreign gods.
Then break the jar. So I will smash this nation.

Jer20: Pashhur put Jeremiah in the stocks. Everyone mocks me. But the word of the LORD is a
fire in my bones. Cursed be the day | was born!



http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/14
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/15
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/16
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/17
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/9
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/10
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-kings/24
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/35
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/23
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/18
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/19
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/20

Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer22: Proclaim at the palace: I will make you a desert. Shallum will not return. They will not
lament for Jehoiakim. Coniah is cast away.

Jer13: The LORD told me to hide a sash in the rocks. So I will ruin the pride of Judah, says the
LORD. All Judah will be carried into exile.

2Chr36: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah ruled. Then Nebuchadnezzar burned
the temple and took Judah captive for seventy years.

Dal: Nebuchadnezzar brought the young nobles to Shinar. Daniel resolved not to defile himself
with the king's food. God gave him wisdom.



http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/22
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/13
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-chronicles/36
http://www.biblesummary.info/daniel/1

Words of Warning Rejected

10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Object Lessons

Jeremiah 13-43

Jeremiah communicates God’s messages using the

following objects:
Object

Ruined
linen belt

Wineskins

Clay pot

Good and
bad figs

Cup of wine

Yoke around
neck

Deed of
purchase

Buried
stones

Lesson

God will destroy the pride of
Judah
13:1-11

God will cause them to smash into each
other like drunk people
13:12-14

God forms his people as a
potter forms the clay
18:3-12

The exiles will return to Judah; Zedekiah
and the survivors from Jerusalem will be
destroyed by sword, famine and plague
24:1-10

God will pour out his judgment on
Judah and the nations
25:15-29

Nations must submit to Babylon’s rule
or face destruction
27:1-15

God will once again restore his
people to their land
32:6-15

Babylon will destroy and rule
over Egypt
43:8-13

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25; 2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Big Ideas in
DANIEL

God rewards those who
remain faithful to him

God’s people can thrive in
difficult times as long as they
continue to trust and believe him

Symbolic prophecies
foretell the return of
9 Christ
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Words of Warning Rejected

Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1
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Words of Warning Rejected

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25; 2 CH 36; DA 1

10- 16 APR 2018

Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Persians take the Babylonian E mpire
[The Book of Daniel]

The Babylonian Empire was short-lived (zbout 70
years).

The neighboring nations of Persia and Media merged
and yger the leadership of Cyrus the Great they con-
querad the Babylonians, took their empire. and estab-
lished the Perstan Empire. The Holy land was now dom-
mated by Persta.

The new Persian Empire (often called the Mado-Persian
Empire) mcluded 2ll of the old Babylonian Empire and
much more.

The story of how the Persians stormed the Babylonian
palace is the famous “hadwritmg on the wall” story m
which Daniel is summoned by the Babylonian king to
mterpret the mysterious words: “mene. mene, tekel. par-

King Cyrus (the Ist king of the Persian Empire) was
“moved” by God to encourage the Jews (who had been
held captive m Babylon for 70 years) to retum to the
Promised Land and rebuild the Temple m Jerusalem.

Ligber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a

class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,

A
g 4
Persian Empire
conguest of Babylon
from the East
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Mediterranean

, Babylon
3abylonian Empire,
' conquered by
Egypt s in 539 BC
conquered
by Cyrus’ son
Cambyses
in 525 BC

182013, Ralph F. Wilson, all rights rese
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Cyrus the Great
(559-530 BC)
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Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Words of Warning Rejected 10- 16 APR 2018

JER 8-10, 13-20; 22-24, 35; 2 Kl 24-25;2 CH 36; DA 1 Week 28 - 22 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

Does God have a greater creative plan underlying the Babylonian invasion and the destruction of
Jerusalem? What is it?

Why does God keep sticking with the Judean people even when they won’t listen?

What does the symbolism of the potter and clay (JER 18) say about the relationship between
God’s sovereignty and our freedom to make moral choices (free will)? How is God at work with
us “for His pleasure”?

In DA 1, what does the author specifically credit God with? What does this show about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

The people in Jeremiah’s time believed that God would protect them no matter what their actions
were. Some say that many Americans believe similarly that “God is on our side.” How would you
respond?

Read JER 8:22. What situations in the world today strike you as too advanced, too far gone, to be
healed? What places is the greater Church perhaps absent or turning away from the wounds of the
world?

If Jeremiah is any indication, faithfulness to God does not necessarily lead one to happiness.

How do you respond? How do you see people respond to being ridiculed for witnessing to their
faith?

Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann claims that the crisis of Judah’s downfall is “the
dominant and shaping event of the entire Old Testament”. What might be the dominant and
shaping events for our society today? What is the church’s prophetic role in speaking truth about
these events?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Would you want to be charged with the responsibility to speak God’s word to priests, kings, and
nations (or the modern equivalent)? Why? What challenges are there? What good is there?

The temple represented the religious faith of Israel. Is there a symbol or particular location that
represents the Christian faith for you?

Read JER 15:16-18 (pg. 729). Have you ever had similar feelings about God in the face of
personal crisis? When have you experienced times of despair when you were unable to sense
God’s healing presence? What things seemed to block you? How do you respond to God’s words
of reassurance in the face of Jeremiah’s despair in JER 19-21 (pg. 730)?

Daniel and his friends excelled in what they were taught. What does this teach you about being
“in the world but not of it”? How are you preparing not only to survive living in an ungodly
culture, but thrive as an influence? What about Daniel’s approach to the problem can you learn
from and apply?

Insights about the time and/or customs?



Keeping His Word 17 - 23 APR 2018

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

In response to Daniel’s faithfulness, God gives him powers to interpret dreams and symbols.
Yet even this supernatural skill does not remove Daniel and his friends from situations that test
their faith in God. Daniel’s life and prophecies gave the Jews exiled in Babylon, and us, hope
and helped restore their faith in the sovereignty and presence of their God. God is in control and
we can safely frame our lives on resolute trust in his care. Ezekiel receives a majestic vision of
God to prepare him for his time of ministry. He relays a discouraging message of Jerusalem’s
destruction to his people in exile; a prophecy that is realized by the end of this week’s reading.

Weekly Reading Plan (pg. 751-777) Outline

Day 1: DA 2:1-4:37 Daniel’s Time in Babylon [Day 1]

Day 2: 2 K1 24:18-19; JER 52:1- 2 Zedekiah’s Alliances [Day 2]

Day 3: JER 27:1-11; 48:1-49:39 Zedekiah’s Jerusalem Conference [Day 3-4]
Day 4: JER 25:15-38; 27:12-28:17 Letter to the Exiles [Day 5]

Day 5: JER 29:1-32 .
Day 6: JER 50-1-51:64 Oracles Against Babylon [Day 6]

Day 7: 2 CH 36:11, 12; EZE 1:1-3:21; Priestly Account: Zedekiah and Jeremiah [Day 7]

2 K1 24:20-25:3, JER 52:3-6 Ezekiel: A Prophet in Exile [Day 7]
Prophetic Account: Rebellion Against Babylon [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Nebuchadnezzar Daniel Babylon Judah Dreams
Astrologers Shadrach Jerusalem Moab Visions
Meshach Abednego || Edom Damascus Judgment
Zedekiah Hananiah Kedar Hazor

Jeremiah Elam

Key Verses

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor
will it be left to another people. It will crush all kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself
ensure forever.” [DA 2:44]

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” [JER 29:11]

“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time”, declares the Lord. “I will put
my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. [ will be their God and they will be my people.”
[JER 31:33]

EPOCH 5

(930 - 586 BC)




Keeping His Word 17 - 23 APR 2018

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Da2: Nebuchadnezzar had dreams. Daniel said, "God reveals mysteries. You saw a great statue
broken by a stone. God will set up a kingdom."

Da3: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not worship the gold statue. Nebuchadnezzar
threw them into the furnace but God protected them.

Da4: "l, Nebuchadnezzar, dreamt of a tree cut down. Daniel said, "You shall eat grass like an
ox." Afterwards my kingdom was restored."

2Ki24: The LORD sent raiders against Judah. Jehoiachin ruled and Nebuchadnezzer took all
Jerusalem captive. Zedekiah ruled and did evil.

Jer52: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.

Jer27: The LORD said: Put a yoke on your neck. | will hand all the nations over to serve
Nebuchadnezzar. Do not listen to your prophets.

Jer48: Of Moab: Woe to Nebo, for it is laid waste. We have heard of his arrogance. How it is
broken! Moab has become a derision to all.

Jer49: The LORD says: Rabbah will become desolate. I will make Edom small. Damascus has
become feeble. Flee, O Hazor. | will destroy Elam.

Jer25: You did not listen, says the LORD. So | will summon Babylon. Make the nations drink
my cup of wrath. The LORD will roar from on high.

Jer27: The LORD said: Put a yoke on your neck. I will hand all the nations over to serve
Nebuchadnezzar. Do not listen to your prophets.

Jer28: Hananiah took Jeremiah's yoke and broke it. The LORD said: Tell Hananiah, I have put
an iron yoke on these nations. Hananiah died.

Jer29: Jeremiah wrote to the exiles: Seek peace for the city. After seventy years you will return.
Ahab, Zedekiah and Shemaiah speak lies.

Jer50: Of Babylon: A nation will make her desolate. Judah will seek the LORD. Repay Babylon
for all her deeds. A sword against her warriors!



http://www.biblesummary.info/daniel/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/daniel/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/daniel/4
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Keeping His Word 17 - 23 APR 2018

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer51: The LORD says: | will send a destroyer against Babylon. | will repay them for the evil
done in Zion. Read these words in Babylon.

2Ch36: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah ruled. Then Nebuchadnezzar burned the
temple and took Judah captive for seventy years.

Ezel: | saw visions of God. Out of a storm came four creatures. | saw wheels within wheels.
Above them was a throne and the figure of a man.

Eze2: He said to me: "Son of man, stand up."” The Spirit entered me. He said: "l send you to
rebel Israel." Before me was a scroll of woe.

Eze3: He said to me: "Israel will not listen.” | came to the exiles. The LORD said: "I have made
you a watchman. | will open your mouth."

2Kgs24: The LORD sent raiders against Judah. Jehoiachin ruled and Nebuchadnezzer took all
Jerusalem captive. Zedekiah ruled and did evil.

2K(gs25: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.

Jer52: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.
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DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24; JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3

17 - 23 APR 2018

Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Promise
Keeper

The number of times God
promises to restore his people
in different ways in Jeremiah

Return to land
_ Prosperity

' Ruler from the line of David

Peace and security

6

S God’s compassion
4  Forgiveness for sin
4 Joy

| Fortunes

E Relationship with God
E New covenant

Rest

Health

Increase in numbers

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24; JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Kingdom
;:r.;: of Israel

PHILISTI
Destroyed |

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24; JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Bide Your Time
Jeremiah 29

God tells those in exile to make themselves at home in Babylon
for the next 70 years but assures them that their stay there is
not permanent

P

P
oo 7 | A

77 b

T —
————e

i,

i
PN

Build houses, plant Don’t be deceived by Live in exile for 70
gardens, marry, have false prophets; call years
children; seek peace upon God and seek PROMISE: God will
and prosperity him bring them back to
PROMISE: If Babylon PROMISE: God will Judah after 70 years
prospers, exiles will listen to them, be found
prosper by them and prosper

them

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Big Ideas in
EZEKIEL

God judges sin

God has ultimate Lt
control over history

There is still hope for
God’s people even
after God’s judgment

, " God promises to live
- among his people

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Keeping His Word

Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3
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17 - 23 APR 2018

Keeping His Word

Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24; JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3

Daniel’s Outline of the Future

612 p.C. The Times of the Gentiles — Luke 21:24

| - o ommm

| Nebuchadnezzar's dream of nﬂm .‘mmyo_._a colossus that pictures the deterioration of Gentile power: first
in quality, from gold to iron and clay; then in strength, from iron

to common iron mixed with clay.
Daniel 2
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= LS
_ Revived
Babylonian Greek Roman Roman
Empire Empire Empire Empire
612 B.C. %o G Wak A.D. future
m OO »
Lion Bear Leopard 7 Beast Antichrist
Dan 7:1-4 Dan 7:5 Borrg Divisions of 5,575 Dan 11:31-45
) Alexander's 2Ths 2:3-8
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Dan 7:1-3 4
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Dan 8:1-7 Dan 88-12
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Keeping His Word 17 - 23 APR 2018

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Keeping His Word 17 - 23 APR 2018

DA 2-4; 2 Kl 24, JER 25, 27-29, 48-52, 2 CH 36, EZE 1-3 Week 29 - 21 Weeks to Go

What did I learn about God?

e The expression “not by human hands” in Daniel 2:34 means without human power, something
only God can do. What are some things only God can do?

e When we aren’t listening to God, what does He do to get our attention? Discuss how His
methods vary with different people and at different times with the same people. What can
we do to hear Him sooner rather than later?

e What keeps God working with the Judean people even though they just won’t listen?
What is God’s greater creative plan underlying the Babylonian invasion and the
destruction of Jerusalem?

e Why does God condemn pride and arrogance so severely? What is evil about them? (JER
48)

What did I learn about human nature?

o Do you think dreams can really have deep meanings like Nebechadnezzar’s? How is Daniel
similar to Joseph as a dream-interpreter? How are the dreams Daniel interprets for
Nebechadnezzar, and the way he interprets them, different from those Joseph interprets for the
Pharaoh (GE 41)?

o What is the significance of Jehoiachin eating at the kings table (JER 52:33)? What does this say
about how God rewards faithful people, even those who wait years for answered prayer?

e InJeremiah’s prophecies to the nations he warns against trusting in their riches. How much are
riches and prosperity the basis of military strength today?

e God promises to protect the lives of orphans and widows (JER 49:11). Why are they exempt from
God’s wrath? Who are the orphans and widows in our world that God would be merciful toward?

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

e Itis not unusual to feel like we are at the mercy of the people and circumstances around
us. How should a knowledge of God's wisdom, sovereignty and power affect our view of
the people and circumstances in our lives?

o We don’t have people in power that insist that we bow down to a golden image in worship, but
what are some of the issues we face today that may challenge our faith?

e Times of adversity can be times of opportunity. When we stay true to our faith in extreme
trials, we affect those around you. In the case of Daniel’s three friends, Nebuchadnezzar
was so astonished at their faith and how God responded that he publicly admitted to
God’s greatness (Dan 3:28-29). Discuss how our demonstration of faith affects our
family, our friends, our coworkers, and others who see how we behave.

o Does life seem unfair or unpredictable or do you sense a basic fairness in life (what goes around
comes around)? If God did to you as you have done to others, what would be your fate?



God’s Sword of Judgment 24- 30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

Walking in God’s way brings blessings and life, but choosing a self-centered path yields death
and destruction. This is the choice continually being made. God calls on the king and his people
to show mercy to others; to follow God’s law. Even when the people and their leaders turn to
God in prayer they show they only want a superficial religion — a God that helps them without
any personal cost. Jeremiah’s vision was that the law of God will become the natural habit
patterns of God’s people, written in their hearts, so that all among them will know the Lord
(JER 33:33-34). While God never wavers in his purposes for Israel and Judah, their stubborn
rebellion requires justice. Their punishment and captivity are part of his design to soften
people’s hearts and restore them. But He never stops loving and longing for the best.

Weekly Reading Plan (p. 777-808) Outline
Day 1: JER 10:17-25; 21:1-22:9; The Siege of Jerusalem [Day 1]
JER 34:1-22; 46:13-28 Hophra’s Assault [Day 1]
Day 2: JER 37:1-21; 30:1-33:26 A Lull in the Seige [Day 2-3]
Day 3: JER 23:1-8; 38:1-28 Priestly Account: Rebellion Against Babylon [Day 4]

Day 4: 2 CH 36:13-16; EZE 8:1-11:25 . ..
Day 5: EZE 13:1-18:32 Ezekiel’s Temple Vision [Day 4]

Day 6: EZE 20:1-21:17; 22:1-22 Ezekiel’s Oracles Before the Fall of Jerusalem [5-7]
Day 7: EZE 23:1-49

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Jeremiah Zedekiah Jerusalem Restoration
Nebuchadnezzar Hophra Babylon Righteous
Irijah Jonathan Judah Judgment
Hanamel Baruch Egypt Prophecies _
Ebed-Melek Ezekiel Conder_nnatlon
Sovereign

Key Verses

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King
who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his day Judah will be saved and Israel
will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Savior.”

[JER 23:5-6]

For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more. [JER 31:34]

“TI will gather you from the nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been
scattered, and I will give you back the land of Israel again.” [EZE 11:17]

“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: [ will deal with you as you deserve, because you have despised
my oath by breaking the covenant. Yet | will remember the covenant | made with you in the days of
your youth, and | will establish an everlasting covenant with you...and you will know that T am the
Lord.” [EZE 16:59-60, 62]

EPOCH 5
(930 - 586 BC)



God’s Sword of Judgment 24- 30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jer10: Do not learn the ways of the nations. The LORD is the true God. Listen, a great
commotion from the north! They have devoured Jacob.

Jer21: Zedekiah enquired about Nebuchadnezzar. The LORD says: Whoever stays in the city
will die. Nebuchadnezzar will destroy it with fire.

Jer22: Proclaim at the palace: I will make you a desert. Shallum will not return. They will not
lament for Jehoiakim. Coniah is cast away.

Jer46: Of Egypt: There is no healing for you. Prepare yourselves for exile. | will deliver Egypt
to Nebuchadnezzar. But fear not, O Jacob!

Jer37: Zedekiah became king. Jeremiah said: Do not think the Babylonians will leave us. Irijah
arrested Jeremiah. Zedekiah gave him bread.

Jer30: Write these words in a book. I will restore my people, says the LORD. | have punished
you but I will heal you. I will be your God.

Jer31: Sing with joy for Jacob! Return to your cities. | will make a new covenant with Israel,
says the LORD. I will put my law within them.

Jer32: Jeremiah bought a field in Anathoth. O LORD, the city has been handed over to
Babylon. The LORD says: | will surely gather my people.

Jer33: The LORD says: | will tell you great things. I will bring healing to the land. David will
never lack a son on the throne of Israel.

Jer23: | will raise up a righteous Branch, says the LORD. The prophets fill you with false
hopes. 1 did not speak, yet they have prophesied.

Jer38: Jeremiah was thrown into a cistern. Zedekiah sent for him. Jeremiah said: If you
surrender to the king of Babylon then you will live.

2Ch36: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah ruled. Then Nebuchadnezzar burned the
temple and took Judah captive for seventy years.

Eze8: The Spirit lifted me up. "Son of man, see what they do. Elders burn incense to idols.
Women weep for Tammuz. Men worship the sun."

Eze9: He cried, "Bring the executioners.” Six men came. "Kill old and young, but do not touch
those with the mark. I will not have pity."



http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/10
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/21
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/22
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/46
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/37
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/30
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/31
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/32
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/33
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/23
http://www.biblesummary.info/jeremiah/38
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-chronicles/36
http://www.biblesummary.info/ezekiel/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/ezekiel/9

God’s Sword of Judgment 24- 30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ezel0: He told the man in linen: "Take fire from between the wheels." Each wheel had four
faces. The glory of the LORD left the temple.

Ezell: The Spirit said: "These men plot evil." | said: "Will you destroy the remnant?" The
LORD said: "I will put a new spirit within them."

Ezel2: "Son of man, they are a rebellious house. Bring out your baggage like an exile. I will
disperse them. My word will not be delayed.”

Eze13: "Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit. I will send a storm in my
wrath. Woe to the women who sew magic charms."

Ezel4: The elders came to me. The LORD said: "They have set up idols in their hearts. Even
Noah, Daniel and Job would only save themselves."

Ezel5: "Son of man, is wood taken from the vine to make anything? | have given it to the fire
for fuel. So I have given up Jerusalem.”

Ezel6: "Jerusalem, I made you flourish. But you played the whore. | will gather your lovers
against you. Yet | will remember my covenant.”

Ezel7: "An eagle planted a vine but it grew towards another eagle. Israel rebelled against
Babylon with Egypt. | myself will plant a cedar.”

Ezel8: "If a man is righteous, he shall live. If a son is violent, he shall die. I will judge each
according to his ways. Repent and live!"

Ezk20: "I led Israel out of Egypt. They did not walk in my law. | withheld my hand for my
name's sake. You will know that | am the LORD."

Ezk21: "Son of man, prophesy against Israel. A sword is sharpened! Mark the way for the king
of Babylon. A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it."

Ezk22: "A city that sheds blood. In you they oppress orphans and widows. Israel has become
dross to me. | will pour out my wrath upon them."

Ezk?23: "Two sisters: Samaria and Jerusalem. Oholah lusted after her lovers. Oholibah was
worse in whoring. Bring an army and cut them down."



http://www.biblesummary.info/ezekiel/10
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God’s Sword of Judgment 24-30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

The Righteous Branch

Jervemiah 23:5-8

Details about the Messiah A . \

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com



God’s Sword of Judgment

24-30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

Creative

Sermons

Ezekiel 4-21

Ezekiel uses creative
illustrations to deliver God'’s
messages

‘Draws Jerusalem on a clay tablet and
sets up siege works against it 4:7-3

Lies on his left side for 390 days and
his right side for 40 days 4.:4-6

Is tied up with ropes 4:8

Cooks food over cow manure; eats
~and drinks in small
‘increments 4:9-17

Shaves his hair and beard with a
sword and divides it: burns a third,
strikes a third with the sword and
scatters a third 5:1-17

Faces the mountains of Israel and
prophesies against them 6:1-10

Claps his hands, stomps his feet,
shouts 6:171-14

Packs his belongings and carries
“them through the tunnel he digs
through the wall 12:7-16

Trembles as he eats and shudders
as he drinks 12:17-20

Groans with grief 271:6-7
Cries out, wails, beats chest, claps

hands, slashes sword
21:8-17

Draws a map of two roads for the king
of Babylon to take 271:18-23

E‘W
Ezekiel 22:3—.

Sins of the people of
Jerusalem

Officials kill for
gain

Desecrate the ) Priests profane -
Sabbath holy things and

Despise holy _}E?_iiwv —
things Prophets lie
R d claim false
Mistreat orphans ions

i “,’,idows ‘-, ;ribe, ex‘tort and

Oppress | charge excessive
foreigners interest

) ~ Commit lewd acts,
Shed blood adultery and
- incest
; s
- lake e - Eat at mountain
Treat parents & Sh,' {nes -
with contempt Slander

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




God’s Sword of Judgment 24- 30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



God’s Sword of Judgment 24- 30 APR 2018

JER 9-10, 21, 23, 30-34, 37-38, 46; 2 CHR 36, EZE 8-11, 13-18, 20-23 Week 30 - 20 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

Regarding “the Lord’s Council” (JER 23:18, 22) and the shape of the future, do you thing God A)
knows all? B) controls all? C) both D) neither? What difference does it make to you? How does
it affect your faith? What is involved in standing in the council of the Lord?

The exiles rebuilt Jerusalem after 70 years. The city did not prove invincible, but was
sacked again, most notably by the Romans in 70 AD. What then does God’s promise of
eternal security for Jerusalem (JER 31:38-40) really mean?

God gave Jeremiah advance confirmation of his will regarding Jeremiah’s purchase of the
field from his cousin. Has God ever told you in advance what he wants you to do when a
certain situation arose? What role does God have in your decision making process? What
investment would God want you to make in the future of your world as a testimony of
your faith in God?

In EZE 10 the glory of God departs from the temple. What is conditional and what is
unconditional about God’s presence? What might cause the “glory of the Lord” to
withdraw from a person’s life?

What did | learn about human nature?

Read JER 9:23. What kinds of things do people today boast or take pride in?

Even in circumcision, Judah had become like the surrounding countries (JER 9:25). In what ways
is the Christian Church today indistinguishable from the society it is in? In what ways is the
Christian Church distinct from any other social group? How does the church “stay relevant” yet
attract new believers?

How was the Jewish concept of God different from that of the pagans (JER 10:10-13). How easy
would it be to combine the monotheism of Israel with worship of local cultic deities? Why was
idolatry such a temptation for the people of Israel? What kinds of things do people idolize today
— things they count on to speak to them, carry them or do good for them as only God can?

Who in our world are “oppressors” and who are the “robbed”? How can we help bring justice to
the oppressed?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

How much time do you take to meditate on God’s creation and power? What aspect of
nature speaks most clearly to you of God’s power?

In JER 21, Jeremiah tells the people to leave Jerusalem. Would you have deserted the
city as Jeremiah advised? What would it have cost you to flee? What would it have cost
you to remain? How might leaving Jerusalem be an allegory for becoming a committed
Christian? What would you need to leave behind to become more committed to Christ?
Hope shines in even the most difficult chapters of Israel’s history. How does hope shine
for you?

Jeremiah’s new covenant promises: A) ready forgiveness of sins (JER 30:34)? B)
freedom from the sins of the parents (JER 30:29)? C) internal working of the Spirit (JER
31:33-34)? D) all of the above? E) other? Which aspect means the most to your spiritual
walk? Why? Which covenant are you living under: the law or grace? How do you know?



A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137, OB 1, JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

Throughout his message, Ezekiel emphasizes again and again God’s declaration that all the
things that happen do so in order that the Israelites “may know that I am the Lord.” In
everything that God does, whether in grace or in judgment, his aim is to reveal himself — no less
today than in Ezekiel’s day. In the message from Obadiah to Edom, we are reminded that
proud hearts that thrive on self-centeredness will reap the bitter fruit of judgment. No situation,
nation or circumstance can be truly secure unless God is in the center of it, for justice ultimately
belongs to him.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 836-869) Outline
Day 1: EZE 33:21-33; 19:1-14; The News Arrives in Babylon [Day 1]

EZE 22:23-31 Oracles Against Judah’s Neighbors [Day 2]
Day 2: EZE 25:1-28:26; 32:1-32 Despair and Anger [Day 3]
Day 3: PS 137; OB 1-21; Obadiah’s Vision [Day 3]
Day 4: JEEZFE 2%2182‘?)0 341-37-28 Variqus Deportations to Babylon [Day 3]
Day 5: EZE 38:1-39:29 Ezekiel’s Message of Hope [Day 4]
Day 6: EZE 40:1-42:20 Ezekiel’s Apocalyptic Prophecies [Day 5]
Day 7: EZE 43:1-48:35 Ezekiel’s Second Temple Vision [Day 6]

The Glory of God Returns [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Ezekiel Jeremiah Jerusalem Babylon Sovereign Lord
Nebuchadnezzar Ammon Moab Prophecy
Edom Philistia Shepherd
Tyre Sidon 'I?:rsr:g:zd
Egypt Israel Exile
Key Verses

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. [PS 137:1]

The house of Jacob will be a fire and the house of Joseph a flame; the house of Esau will be stubble, and
they will set it on fire and consume it. There will be no survivors from the house of Esau. [OB 18]

And the name of the city from that time on will be: the Lord is there. [EZE 48:35]

EPOCH 5 EPOCH 6

(930 - 586 BC) (586-322 BC)




A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137; OB 1; JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Eze33: "Son of man, | have made you a watchman for Israel." Jerusalem was struck down. The
LORD says: "l have made the land a desolation."

Ezel19: "Lament for the princes of Israel: A lioness had cubs. One was taken to Egypt, another
to Babylon. A vine was stripped of its fruit.”

Eze22: "A city that sheds blood. In you they oppress orphans and widows. Israel has become
dross to me. | will pour out my wrath upon them."

Eze25: "To the Ammonites: You jeered at Israel so | will destroy you. I will judge Moab. 1 will
lay vengeance upon Edom and Philistia."

Eze26: "Tyre jeered at Jerusalem so | will make her a bare rock. Nebuchadnezzar will lay siege
to you. I will bring you to a dreadful end."

Eze27: "Lament for Tyre: Of oaks they made your oars. Tarshish, Dedan, Judah and Damascus
traded with you. Now you are wrecked by the seas."

Eze28: "To the king of Tyre: You were perfect in Eden. You became proud. | cast you to the
ground. There will be no more thorns for Israel."

Eze32: "Lament for Pharaoh: You are a dragon in the seas. The sword of Babylon will come
upon you. Elam and Edom are laid with the slain.”

Ps137: By the rivers of Babylon, we wept when we remembered Zion. How can we sing the
LORD's song? O Babylon, happy the one who repays you!

Obl: The LORD says of Edom: "What disaster awaits you! You stood aloof when strangers
entered Jerusalem. Saviors shall rule Mount Esau."

Jer52: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.

Eze33: "Son of man, | have made you a watchman for Israel.” Jerusalem was struck down. The
LORD says: "I have made the land a desolation."

Eze34: "Woe to the shepherds of Israel! They did not feed my flock. I myself will seek my
sheep. My servant David will be their shepherd.”



http://www.biblesummary.info/ezekiel/33
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A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137; OB 1; JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Eze35: "Son of man, prophesy against Mount Seir: Because you delivered Israel to the sword,
blood will pursue you. You will be desolate.”

Eze36: "Prophesy to the mountains of Israel: I will make you inhabited again. I will vindicate
my name. | will put my Spirit within you."

Eze37: The LORD said: "Prophesy to the bones." The bones became an army. The LORD said:
"Join two sticks. I will join Ephraim and Judah."”

Eze38: "Son of man, prophesy against Gog: You will come against my people. My jealousy
will be roused. I will summon a sword against Gog."

Eze39: "I am against you, O Gog. | will give you a burial place in Israel. Gather the birds for a
feast. Now I will have mercy on Jacob."

Eze40: In visions the LORD brought me to a temple. He brought me through the gates to the
inner court. There were tables for the offerings.

Eze41: He measured the nave and the inner room. The side chambers were in three stories. In
front of the Holy Place was an altar of wood.

Ezk42: He led me to the outer court. The north and south chambers are where the priests eat the
offerings. He measured all the temple area.

Eze43: The glory of the LORD filled the temple. He said: "Son of man, describe the temple to
Israel. The priests shall cleanse the altar.”

Eze44: "No foreigner shall enter my sanctuary. The sons of Zadok shall minister to me. They
shall distinguish between the holy and unholy."

Eze45: "Set apart a holy district for the LORD. The prince shall have land on each side. You
shall have honest scales. Celebrate Passover."

Eze46: "The prince shall bring offerings on the Sabbaths and New Moons. You shall offer a
lamb daily." In the four corners were kitchens.

Eze47: Water was flowing from the temple. He led me in until it was too deep to cross. The
LORD says: "Divide the land among the tribes."

Eze48: "Set a portion for each tribe. Adjoining Judah shall be the portion for the LORD. The
name of the city shall be, The LORD Is There.”
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A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137; OB 1; JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

_ | Daniel’s ministry | Ezekiel’s ministry
approximately 605-530 BC (arrives 593-571 BC (arrives as exile in
as exile in Babylon in 605 BC) Babylon in 597 BC)

Belshazzar
553-539 BC

Ruler & date

of reign BABYLON

Cambyses
530-522 BC

Ruler & date
of reign

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137, OB 1, JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

Big Ideas in
OBADIAH

God will punish the
Edomites because of their
poor treatment of Israel

Although Israel’s enemies
appear to prosper, God will
give their lands to Israel

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




8- 14 MAY 2018

A Valley of Dry Bones

Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

OB 1; JER 52

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137,

NI SNOILYN
TV 3 Mod3
200N 23N
SAINYA 380153
1M aeo

1140 OHOTIY
2 W3S0¥2C
NS TN €09

i [ iy

17 40 INaWo

=7

NN YAD WOQD
§009 10 NOLYIOISHY

0k 01 3M0d
JTIH0 117981 01
304 30H A0 SY

§l 0001 M
DRI

S

NOLVIPXG- g
130 SHog

v SNOLLY

HUT 3008 1S3
BLILBTIEY}

V Ll

SNOLLYN TIV 40 T4 8 J0itd 4L

003 NI
— ? T AR
o SN E v s T S0 @E ‘

L

HYIAH90

sy 9 N

Fy

= o
Tow 9 £ SIOLILN 06— o1 %61
& [ shy Isanr W:mi;

NN 40 SH30d -
INIWASILA10 3HL

& s I

NIX009 1S3140HS-




A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137; OB 1; JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

| |
.

I

Exiled!

d

Jeremiah 52:28-30 -
r' \
Jews taken captive by i
Nebuchadnezzar (
- o
3,500 r B
3,023 LY
= 3,000 ]
: |
Qo |
& 2,500 - o
S =
2 w
£ 2,000 r
= -
§ 1500 r !
kS - o
& 1,000 .-
S |
= 500 832 745 wH
0 - o
597 BC 586BC 581BC = =
Nebuchadnezzar removes three §" ;'J
rounds of exiles after initially

taking some members of the
Israelite nobility and royal family
in 605 BC (Daniel and his three
friends were among this group;
see Daniel 1:1-6). Ezekiel is
taken captive eight years later
in 597 BC.

| B

»

S

b | &

[ _ R AR IR i
b j .

<«

.
5 B

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




A Valley of Dry Bones 8- 14 MAY 2018

EZE 19, 22, 25-26, 32-48; PS 137; OB 1; JER 52 Week 32 - 18 Weeks to Go

Brings scattered sheep into their own land
Binds up the injured and strengthens the weak

Protects sheep from other nations and wild animals

FAITHFUL
SHEPHERD

Ezekiel 34:8=29

€haracteristics 0f God
as Israel’s Shepherd

Blesses sheep so that other nations will no longer scorn them
Judges between sheep, goats and rams
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Northern Chambers,
for the Levites (Priests)

Priests’
Kitchen

Building at the
Western End

Outer Court
Northern Gateway

Outer Court
Chambers

Priests’

Priests’
Kitchen

Inner Court

Court
Open Southern Gateway

Space

Outer Court
Eastern Gateway
Outer Court
Southern Gateway

Lower
Pavement

Size comparison (approximate):

Outer Court
Northern Gateway
|

Ezekiel’s
Temple
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The prophet Ezekiel was shown a vision of the Third Temple in 572 BC, Siudar E
just years after the First Temple was destroyed and before the Second Court/ | |
Temple was built. Though the destruction of the Second Temple minsnaall | Fanawni=
occurred in AD 70, a third temple has not yet been constructed. |:| American
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Water becomes fresh;
swams of living things and
large numbers of fish

‘Swamps and
Marshes of Salt
(other lowlands)

The Dead Sea will overflow through
the wilderness to the Gulf of Agaba
(Isaiah 35:6-10)

T Ny

(Ezekiel 47:1-12)
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

e If God did not give Israel’s neighbors biblical revelation, how do you think he made his will
known? How does God communicate today? With whom does God communicate?

e What does EZE 26 do to the ancient belief that gods only have power within territorial
borders? Was Yahweh “washed up” when Israel was destroyed?

e In the allegory of the sheep/shepherd in EZE 34, who are the sheep? The shepherds?
What is God promising to do? Who is the coming Shepherd?

e In EZE 48, God redistributes the land. Does he distribute it evenly? Does the land all
have the same economic value? When you picture God’s kingdom coming to this world,
do you see economic justice as a central feature? Why or why not? Should it be?

What did I learn about human nature?

e Why do you think it was wrong (EZE 35) for Edom to rejoice when God punished Israel? How
do you see people behave when people “get what they deserve?” How should we react?

e Inthe Valley of Dry Bones story (EZE 37), Hebrews used the word “ruach” for wind, breath and
spirit. How are these three related (vv. 5, 9, 14). What does it mean to be “filled with the
Spirit’? Is the description in EZE 37 any different than our New Testament understanding of the
Holy Spirit?

e Christendom is has, over the years, divided into hundreds of rival groups (denominations). Do
you think God approves or is concerned by these divisions? What would it take to restore the
unity of all believers?

e Who are some displaced people today? What hope might Obadiah offer them? What would
Obadiah say to those who encouraged their displacement?

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

e We read a lot of laments in this week’s readings. What do you lament? What does God
lament? What difference do you see between what breaks your heart and what breaks his?
What can you do to be more a person “after God’s own heart,” even in your laments?

e Who is the Jeremiah or Ezekiel in your life who warn you when you’ve made a wrong
turn or bad decision? Do you try to tune them out (and God) in any way?

e What do you think about the idea that God will ultimately destroy all evil? In the real
world, does good always triumph over evil? Do you feel that God is in control of your
life? Your country? World destiny? How much depends on human choices?

e What physical place best draws you into worship? Is place or setting irrelevant to your
worship or important? How much are the senses of sight and hearing involved? Smell?
Taste? Touch?
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Ezekiel and Isaiah both prophesize that God would not only judge his own people, but will also
judge foreign nations for their sinful behavior. God is sovereign and has absolute autonomy
over world history. Despite appearances, God is in control over global events, kingdoms and
governments. The good news for Jerusalem centers on a God who restores and redeems his
people. When we hope in the Lord — trusting his promises and timing—we have strength and
energy in our most difficult times. God is more than we can imagine and no one and nothing is
equal to God. He makes us strong and supports us. He is always with us.

Weekly Reading Plan (pg. 870-898) Outline
Day 1: EZE29:17-21; 30:1-19 Nebuchadnezzar’s Siege of Tyre [Day 1]
Day 2: 2 K1 25:27-30; JER 52:31-34 Prophetic Account: Hope for the Future [Day 2]
Day 3: ISA 13:1-14:23; 21:1-17; Isaiah and the Fall of Babylon [Day 3]
ISA 33:1-35:10 Daniel and Belshazzar [Day 4]

Day 4: DA 5:1-31
Day 5: ISA 40:1-45:25
Day 6: ISA 46:1-48:22

Isaiah and Cyrus the Persian [Day 5]
Babylon and Her Idols [Day 6]

Day 7: ISA 49:1-51:23 The Servant of the Lord [Day 7]
Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Nebuchadnezzar Ezekiel Tyre Babylon Judgment
Awel-Marduk  Jehoiachin || Egypt Edom Redeemed
Daniel Belshazzar || Arabia Jerusalem lg/[er.cy

. avior
Isaiah Cyrus Restoration
Key Verses

Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of
distress. [ISA 33:2]

Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will
come to save you. [ISA 35:4]

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak. Even youths grow tired and weary and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the
Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint. [ISA 40:28-31]

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. [ISA 41:10]

But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail. [ISA 51:6]

EPOCH 6

(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Eze29: "I am against you, Pharaoh, the great dragon. Egypt will never again rule the nations.
Nebuchadnezzar will carry off its wealth."

Eze30: "A sword will come upon Egypt. Those who support her will fall. Nebuchadnezzar will
destroy the land. I will break Pharaoh's arms."

2Ki25: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.

Jer52: Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem. Nebuzaradan burned the temple and took the
people into exile. Evil-merodach released Jehoiachin.

Isal3: The oracle concerning Babylon: Listen! The LORD is calling an army. I will punish the
world for its evil. Babylon will be overthrown.

Isal4: The LORD will again choose Israel. How you are fallen, O Lucifer! You will be cast
away like a trampled corpse. Wail, O Philistia!

Isa21: The oracle concerning the wilderness of the sea: I set a watchman. He said, "Fallen,
fallen is Babylon!" The glory of Kedar will end.

Isa33: Woe to you, O destroyer! The fear of the LORD is Zion's treasure. "I will arise," says the
LORD. You will see the king in his beauty.

Isa34: The LORD is enraged against the nations. His sword is filled with blood. He has a day of
vengeance for Zion. Edom shall lie waste.

Isa35: The desert shall rejoice and bloom. The eyes of the blind shall be opened. The ransomed
of the LORD shall return to Zion with songs.

Da35: Belshazzar drank from the temple vessels. A hand wrote on the wall. Daniel said, "Your
kingdom is given to the Medes and Persians."

Isa40: Comfort, comfort my people. A voice cries: Prepare the way of the LORD! He is the
everlasting God. He gives strength to the weary.

Isa41: Let the nations meet for judgement. Do not fear, O Israel. I will help you. Idols are
nothing. I will give a messenger of good news.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Isa42: Behold, my Servant! He will bring justice to the nations. Sing to the LORD a new song.
Hear, you deaf! The LORD gave Israel as spoil.

Isa43: But [ am with you, O Jacob. I am the LORD. There is no other savior. Behold, I will do a
new thing! Yet you have not called upon me.

Isa44: I will pour my Spirit on your offspring. Who makes an idol? A carpenter prays to a block
of wood. I am the LORD who made all things.

Isa45: The LORD says to Cyrus: For the sake of Jacob I have called you. I am the LORD. Turn
to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth!

Isa46: The idols of Bel and Nebo are burdens to be carried. O Jacob, I have made you and I will
carry you. I am God and there is no other.

Isa47: Sit in the dust, O daughter of Babylon. You showed no mercy. You trusted in sorcery.
Evil shall fall upon you. No one shall save you.

Isa48: Hear this, O Jacob: I have refined you for my own sake. I am the First and the Last. Thus
says your Redeemer: Go out from Babylon!

Isa49: The LORD formed me in the womb to restore Jacob and to bring salvation. Can a mother
forget her nursing baby? I will not forget Zion.

Isa50: Have I no power to deliver? The LORD has given me a learned tongue. I gave my back
to those who beat me. He who justifies me is near.

Isa51: Listen, the LORD will comfort Zion. Awake, O arm of the LORD! The ransomed shall
return. You will drink the cup of my wrath no more.
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Week 33 - 17 Weeks to Go
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Notes for Discussion

What did I learn about God?

What did I learn about human nature?

How does what I read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did I learn about God?

What does God promise to do for His people in Isaiah 14:32? How does God provide
refuge for His people today?

In Daniel 5, God again demonstrates His control over kings and kingdoms and that His
plan will not be thwarted. How does this encourage you? How does this challenge you?
How is God’s strength found through His word? Through worship? Through fellowship
with others?

Isaiah tells us that God is the creator of everything [ISA 40:12, 22] and the ruler over the
nations [ISA 40:15-17]. When are you likely to forget that God is the creator and ruler?
How can you remind yourself?

Isaiah uses images to teach about God and turn God’s creation into reminders about
God’s character. (a shepherd with lambs (Is 40:11), stars (Is 40:26), nations (Is 40:15—
17), grass and flowers (Is 40:6-8), scales and measurements (Is 40:12), grasshoppers (Is
40:22), craftsmen (Is 40:19-20), eagles (Is 40:31), youth (Is 40:30).) What are some
modern images that could be used to describe God and His character?

What did I learn about human nature?

What are some “broken reeds” [EZE 29-30) upon which the people of God trust even
now?

What contemporary examples come to mind of people mocking God by demeaning
sacred things as Belshazzar did with the temple goblets in Daniel 5? Why would
Balshazzar have chosen those goblets versus something that belonged to some pagan
deity? Then, and now, does it seem that God is quick or slow to judge such sacrilegious
behavior?

Why do people often fail, as Belshazzarr did, to learn from the past?

What does it mean for God’s people to be “a light for the Gentiles”? In what ways do you
see people “letting their light shine”? How do you see people representing God’s
covenant in their everyday life? [ISA 42:6-7]

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

How do you deal with the unknowns of the future? What practical things do you do?
What role does God play in your view of the future and how you plan for it?

How should God’s control over history challenge our actions and attitudes, priorities and
personal contacts? How should it impact us this week?

What does it look like for you to “wait for the Lord” (Is 40:31)? In what circumstances is
it difficult for you to wait for the Lord? Why?

What do you rely on for strength or energy? Do you depend on caffeine, sleep, “comfort
food,” or something else? Where do you get Biblical strength and energy?

When do you desire comfort? How do you train yourself to seek Biblical comfort? Do
you desire that all of God’s children know his comfort? Are there some you would rather
not be comforted?
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ISA 52-55; 1 CH 36; PR 22-24; 30-31; JOB 1-21 Week 34 - 16 Weeks to Go

Trust in the Lord! When the omnipresent God leads, he securely hems us in, moving both
before and behind us. We are natural wanderers — we would rather go our own way, even if it
leads to destruction. But Isaiah presents a picture of a shepherd leader who is wholly loving,
compassionate and willing to suffer on our behalf. When we take refuge in God, he promises
us peace beyond human comprehension. We should not fear, for no battle is too fierce for God.
When our focus shifts from God we must remember that God is in control. We must focus on
His sovereignty and faithfulness to face the many storms of life.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

Day 1: ISA 52:1-55:13 The Suffering Servant [Day 1]

Day 2: 2 CH 36:22, 23; PR 22:17-24:34 Priestly Account: Hope for the Future [Day 2]
Day 3: PR 30:1-31:31; JOB 1:1-2:13 Words of the Wise [Day 2]

Day 4: JOB 3:1-7:21 The Wisdom of Agur and Lemuel [Day 3]

Day 5: JOB 8:1-11:20
Day 6: JOB 12:1-17:16
Day 7: JOB 18:1-21:34

The Suffering of Job [Day 4-7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Agur Jakeh Jerusalem Redeemer
Lemuel Job Uz Compassion
Job’s Family ~ Satan Righteous
Messengers Angels Justice
Eliphaz Bildad

Zophar

Key Verses

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God,
smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
[ISA 53:4-5]

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither ar your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. [ISA 55:8]

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. [PR 31:8-9]

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken
away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” [Job 1:21]

But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God. [JOB 13:3]

EPOCH 6

(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Isa52: Awake, O Zion! How beautiful are those who bring good news. The LORD has
redeemed Jerusalem. Behold, my Servant will be lifted up.

Isa53: He was despised and rejected. He was pierced for our transgressions. By his wounds we
are healed. Out of anguish he will see light.

Isa54: Sing, O barren woman! Your offspring will inherit the nations. Your Maker is your
husband. No weapon formed against you will prosper.

Isa55: Come, all you who are thirsty. I will make an everlasting covenant. My word will not
return void. The mountains will burst into song.

2Ch36: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah ruled. Then Nebuchadnezzar burned the
temple and took Judah captive for seventy years.

Pr22: A good name is better than riches. Train a child and he will not go astray. Incline your ear
and apply your heart to my teaching.

Pr23: Do not wear yourself out to get rich. Do not move a boundary marker. Buy the truth, and
do not sell it. Do not linger long over wine.

Pr24: Do not envy the wicked. Wisdom is sweet to the soul. Fear the LORD and the king, my
son. | saw thorns in the field of the sluggard.

Pr30: Every word of God is pure. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Four things are never satisfied:
Sheol, a barren womb, earth and fire.

Pr31: Speak up for the speechless. Who can find an excellent wife? She buys a field, she makes
garments, she watches over her household.

Job1: Job was blameless. The LORD allowed Satan to test him. Job's servants and children
were killed. He tore his robes and worshipped.

Job2: Satan struck Job with boils. Job's wife told him to curse God. But Job did not sin.
Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar came to comfort him.

Job3: Job said, "Curse the day | was born! Why did | not die at birth? Why is light given to him
who suffers? | have no rest, only turmoil.”
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Job4: Eliphaz said, "Will you become impatient? When did the innocent ever perish? | heard a
voice: 'Can a man be more righteous than God?™

Job5: "Who will answer you? Man is born to trouble. As for me, | would seek God. Do not
despise his discipline. He wounds, but he binds up.”

Job6: Job said, "My misery would outweigh the sand of the seas! You have proved no help.
Show me how | have been wrong! Would I lie to you?"

Job7: "O God, my life is but a breath! Therefore I will speak out. What is man, that you
examine him? Why have you set me as your target?"

Job8: Bildad said, "Does God pervert justice? Learn from past generations. He will not reject
the blameless, nor will he uphold evildoers."

Job9: Job said, "How can a man dispute with God? His power is vast! But he destroys the
innocent. If only there were a mediator between us!"

Job10: "God, why do you reject the work of your hands? You know that | am not guilty! Why
did you bring me out of the womb? Leave me alone.”

Job11: Zophar said, "Should your babble go unanswered? God exacts less than your guilt
deserves! Reach out to him and you will find hope."

Job12: Job said, "Who does not know all these things? With God are wisdom and power. He
brings darkness into light. He destroys nations."

Job13: "I want to argue my case with God. Be quiet and | will speak. Though he slay me, | will hope in
him. God, why do you hide your face?”

Jobl14: "Man is like a fleeting shadow. If a tree is cut down, it will sprout again, but will a man
live again? You overpower him forever."

Job15: Eliphaz said, "Your own mouth condemns you! Why do you turn against God? The
wicked will be like a vine stripped of unripe grapes.”

Job16: Job said, "You're miserable comforters! God has torn me and shattered me. But my
prayer is pure. Even now, my advocate is on high!"
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Job17: "My spirit is broken. He has made me a byword. But come again all of you! I will not
find a wise man among you. Where is my hope?"

Job18: Bildad said, "Why are we stupid in your sight? Indeed, the light of the wicked goes out.
His roots dry up and his branches wither."”

Job19: Job said, "How long will you torment me? God counts me as an enemy. My closest
friends abhor me. But | know that my redeemer lives!"

Job20: Zophar said, "My understanding inspires me to answer. The triumph of the wicked is
short. His food will turn sour in his stomach."

Job21: Job said, "Listen to me. Why do the wicked grow mighty? How often do they have
trouble? Who repays them? Your answers are empty!"
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He will be humble yet bring forth justice
42:1-6 (fulfilled Matt. 12:15-21)

He will endure people spitting on him and beating him
50:6 (fulfilled Matt. 26:67)

He will be rejected and despised
53:3 (fulfilled Matt. 13:57; Mark 6:4)

shed and die for our sins
(fulfilled 2 Cor. 5:21)

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Christ and the Crucifixion

Isaiah 52-53

He will be disfigured He will be raised and He will die as an
beyond recognition lifted up innocent man

52:14 52:13 53:9

He will be despised He will bear the pain He will be buried with
and rejected by and suffering of the wicked and in a
people humanity rich man’s grave
53:3 534 539

He will not defend He will be punished,

himself stricken and afflicted

53:7 by God

53:4

He will be led like a
lamb to the slaughter He will be crushed and
53:7 pierced for the sins of

humanity
53:5-6,8,10,12

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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JESUS FULFILLS PROPHECIES IN ISAIAH 53

Isaiah Prophecy

Theme

Fulfilled by Jesus

He will be raised and lifted up and
highly exalted
[ISA 52:13]

Jesus’ exaltation

Therefore, God highly exalted him
to the highest place
[PHP 2:9]

He was despised and rejected by
men [ISA 53:3]

Jesus was despised

The people stood watching, and the
rulers sneered at him [LK 23:35]

He took up our infirmities and
carried our sorrows [ISA 53:4]

Jesus’ work of healing

This was to fulfil what was spoken
through the prophet Isaiah: “He took
up our infirmities and carried our
diseases [MT 8:17]

He was pierced for our
transgressions [ISA 53:5]

Jesus was pierced

One of the soldier pierced Jesus’
side with a spear, bringing a sudden
flow of blood and water. [IJN 19:34]

The Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all [ISA 53:6]

Jesus took our sin

He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree [1 PE 2:24]

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet
he did not open his mouth;...he had
done no violence nor was any deceit
in his mouth. [ISA 53:7,9]

Jesus’ example of suffering

Christ suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that you should follow
in his steps. “He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his
mouth.” When they hurled their
insults at him he did not retaliate. [1
PE 2:21-23]

He was assigned a grave with the
wicked. [ISA 53:9]

Jesus died with evil people

The robbers who were crucified with
[Jesus] also heaped insults on him.
[MT 27:44]

He will see the light of life [ISA
53:11]

Jesus’ resurrection

[Christ] was raised on the hird day
according to the Scriptures [1 CO
15:4]

He ...was numbered with the
transgressors. [ISA 53:12]

Jesus himself claimed to fulfill this
prophecy

“It is written:”And he was numbered
with the transgressors’; and I tell
you that this must be fulfilled in me.
Yes, what is written about me is
reaching its fulfillment. [LK 22:37]

He bore the sins of many
[ISA53:12]

Jesus bore our sins

Christ was sacrified once to take
away the sins of many people [HEB
9:28]

He...made intercession for the
transgressors [ISA 53:12]

Jesus prayed for those who nailed
him to the cross

Jesus said, “Father forgive them, for
they do not know what they are
doing.”

[LK 23:34]

Water, M. (1999). The bible made plain & simple. Hendrickson Publishers. Peabody, MA
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Topics in Proverbs

Main themes found in Proverbs

Temptation
and Sex
9%

Character
20% )

> \ Choosing

o Wise Words

9%
= Other
Money and 13%
Business A
18%
Relationships
15%

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
JOB

Satan strives to alienate
people from God

God directs every
event in people’s lives

God can be trusted even when
his ways are beyond people’s
ability to understand

God never leaves his people,
even when they suffer

Bad things
can happen
to good

. people

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Witnesses of creation
Job 38:4-7

5
-

Discerning and wise
2 Sam. 14:17; Dan. 9:21-22

Spiritual beings
2 Kings 6:15-17

Not to be worshiped
Rev. 19:10

In submission to Christ
1 Pet. 3:22

Emotional beings
Job 38:7; 1 Pet. 1:12
Not all-powerful or
all-knowing like God
Dan. 10:12-13; Jude 9

Too numerous to count
Ps. 68:17; Heb. 12:22

~ Minister to Jesus
Matt. 4:11,

Job Description g

Worship the Father
and the Son
Heb. 1:6; Rev. 4:8; 5:11-12

Present themselves to God
Job 1:6; 2:1
Observe God’s people
Luke 12:8-9; 1 Cor. 4:9;
1 Tim. 5:21

Angels are known in the Bible by the following names:
Cherubim | Seraphim | Servants of God | Messengers | Heavenly hosts |
Heavenly beings | Sons of God | Chariots | Gabriel | Michael

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Job’s Many Afflictions

Misery, bitterness, longing for
deat”'h,y pelessness, bro en spirit
3:20-21; 7:3,6,15; 17:1

Theft of oxen, donkeys, camels

1:14-15,
"‘s;_mrderommmf%&?.&.ﬂ =

?t;gllng of sheep and servants

Meaningless existence 7.3,16

2 tafﬂfyln'ﬁ:" visions 7:4,14

Shame and fear of God's terror
9:34-35; 10:15

Torment, scorn and hostility from
everyone

12:4; 16:10; 17:2,6; 19:2-3,18
Shattered plans 17:11

Alienation by his wife, relatives,
friends, guests and servants
19:13-17,19

Loss of dignity 30:15

Afflictions to Job's -
Body

2a7lnful sores over entire body

Bmmmﬂng,bhekand
peeling skin with worms and
scabs 7:5; 30:30

Gaunt body 76:8; 19:20

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

ISA 53 is applied in the New Testament to Jesus. From this song, how would you explain
the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection? How does it bring reassurance to you of
God’s forgiveness and love?

In Job 1, what does it mean that the Lord, not Satan, initiates the testing of Job? What
limits does God place on Satan? What does Satan want to prove? Whose integrity is
really at stake her: Job’s? Satan’s? God’s?

What is the proper role of faith and reason in solving the mysteries of life, such as the one
faced by Job? Does prayer reveal answers to the otherwise unexplainable? Or, is prayer
itself a mystery? Explain.

What does it mean to “know” God as Job does? How is it different than knowing “about”
God, as Eliphaz does? Which knowledge do you possess?

What did | learn about human nature?

In what ways are the “Sayings of Agur” (PR 30) like Solomon’s proverbs? How are they
different? Which ones are more like the Psalms, addressed to God? What is the point of
the literary style and device that compares three and four items with one another?

Job’s friends help him, but then they go off on long rants about the nature of life and how
badly Job must have messed up. Are these real friends? What is the nature of friendship
in Job?

How does the idea of blind faith play into Job’s story and claim?

Why do you think the wicked prosper? Why aren’t good people honored and evil persons
shown for who they really are? In your experience, have you seen the rich get richer and
the poor get poorer? How do you account for that? Is God to blame? Why or why not?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Isaiah 55:2 states: “Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does
not satisfy?”” How does this question strike you? What things have you spent your money
or labor on that have ultimately proven to be unfulfilling?

In PR 31, the wife of noble character feared both the Lord and received the praise of
children, husband and co-workers. Apart from the Lord’s favor, whose opinion or praise
matters most to you? Who is it harder to please — your family members or co-workers?
Why?

If you could make two requests of God, with the prospect of them both coming true, what
would they be? How might they change if you were facing extreme hardship?

When are you most comfortable with silence? Why? When is silence more preferable,
even more powerful than words?

How do you see sin and suffering related: A) I suffer the consequences for my sins B) |
suffer for the sins of others C) | suffer without regard to sin D) I sin without suffering any
immediate consequences? E) | sin without suffering, period. Which statement would Job
most agree with?
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As Job endures suffering by finding hope in the Lord, he continues in his complaints to God
about evil, injustice and God’s presence in the world. Job is ultimately restored and rewarded
for his faithfulness. Bad things do happen to good people. God does allow his children to
undergo testing. But the Book of Job reminds us that God is still in control and gives us
strength in bad times. As the remnant return to Jerusalem we are again reminded that God is in
control of earthly events — after 70 years of exile and captivity, the Israelites return to their
promised land, the temple is started and the Israelites are reminded to keep their priorities on
God.. Zechariah moves the Israelites to action when they realize that God’s glory will only
return to Jerusalem if the temple is complete. The future holds no fear when we remain
obedient.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline
Day 1: JOB 22:1-25:6 Job’s Trials and God’s Faithfulness [Days 1-5]
Day 2: JOB 26:1-31:40 The Exiles Return [Day 5]
Day 3: JOB 32:1-37:24 Restoring Worship in Jerusalem [Day 6]
Day 4: JOB 38:1-41:34 Opposition to the Temple [Day 6]
Day 5:JOB 42:1-17; EZR 1:1-2:70 Haggai [Day 6]
Day 6: EZR 3:1-5:1; HAG 1:1-2:23 .
Dav 7: ZEC 1:1-6:15 Zechariah [Day 7]
Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Job Eliphaz Uz Evil/Good
Bildad Elihu Jerusalem Injustice/Justice
Cyrus Exiles Persia Judgment
Ezra Joshua ?::T:Iﬁg
Zerubbabel Darius Bl esfin

. . gs
Haggai Zechariah
Key Verses

The fear of the Lord — that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding. [JOB 28:28]

“I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. You asked, “Who is this that
obscures my plans without knowledge?” Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too
wonderful for me to know. [JOB 42:1-3]

This is what Cyrus, king of Persia says: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of
the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. [EZR 1:2]

He is good; his love toward Israel endures forever. [EZR 3:11]

Therefore tell the people: This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Return to me,” declares the Lord
Almighty. “and I will return to vou.” says the Lord Almighty. [ZEC 1:31

EPOCH 6

(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Job22: Eliphaz said, "Is not your wickedness great? You withheld bread from the hungry. Is not
God high? Submit to him and be at peace.”

Job23: Job said, "If only I knew where to find God! When he has tested me, | shall come forth
as gold. But he does whatever he pleases."

Job24: "The wounded cry out, but God charges no one with wrong. Some rebel against the
light; they are exalted a while, and then are gone."

Job25: Bildad said, "Dominion and awe belong to God. Who can be righteous before him?
Even the stars are not pure in his sight!"

Job26: Job said, "How you have helped the weak! Sheol is naked to God. The pillars of heaven
tremble. These are the fringes of his ways!"

Job27: "My heart does not reproach me. Let my enemy be as the wicked! His many sons are for
the sword. The wind sweeps him from his place."”

Job28: "There is a mine for silver, but where is wisdom found? It is hidden from the eyes of all
living. The fear of the Lord is wisdom!"

Job29: "Oh, for the days when God watched over me! When | took my seat in the square. | was
father to the needy and comforted the mourners."

Job30: "But now younger men mock me. They do not hesitate to spit at me. God has cast me
into the mire. When | expected good, evil came."

Job31: "Does God not see my ways? Have | lied? Have | refused to help the poor? Have I put
my trust in money? Let the Almighty answer me!"

Job32: Elihu was angry with Job and his three friends. He said, "I am young, but it is not only
the old who are wise. | will have my say."

Job33: "Job, please listen to my words. God does speak, perhaps in a dream or through pain. He
does this to deliver a person from the pit."

Job34: "It is unthinkable that God would do wrong. Can one who hates justice govern? God
shows no partiality. Job speaks like the wicked!"
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Job35: "Even if you are righteous, what do you give to God? He does not answer because of the
pride of evil men. You must wait for him!"

Job36: "I have more to say on God's behalf. He is mighty but does not despise any. Who is a
teacher like him? Remember to extol his work!"

Job37: "God thunders with his voice. By the breath of God, ice is made. Do you know his
wondrous works? He is great in power and justice!”

Job38: Then the LORD said, "I will question you. Where were you when | founded the earth?
Who enclosed the sea? Can you bind the Pleiades?"

Job39: "Do you mark when the deer is born? Will the wild ox serve you? Do you give the horse
his might? Does the hawk fly by your wisdom?"

Job40: Job said, "I have no answer.” The LORD said, "Will you condemn me? Behold now,
Behemoth, which | made. Can anyone pierce his nose?"

Job41: "Can you catch Leviathan with a hook? Everything under heaven is mine. His breath
sets coals ablaze. He is king over all the proud.”

Job42: Job said, "l repent in ashes.” The LORD said to Eliphaz, "You have not spoken rightly
of me, as Job has." He restored Job's fortunes.

Ezrl: Cyrus said, "Let the LORD's people go up to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple." He gave
the articles from the temple to Sheshbazzar.

Ezr2: The exiles returned to Judah with Zerubbabel. A total of 42,360 people returned. The
heads of families gave offerings for the temple.

Ezr3: The Israelites made regular offerings. When the builders laid the foundation of the
temple, the Levites sang praise to the LORD.

Ezr4d: Enemies hindered the work in Judah. Rehum wrote to Artaxerxes: "Jerusalem is a
rebellious city." So Artaxerxes stopped the building.

Ezr5: Zerubbabel began to build the temple. Tattenai wrote to Darius: "The elders say that
Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this temple."
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Hagl: The LORD says: "Consider your ways! You never have enough because the temple lies
in ruins." So the people worked on the temple.

Hag2: The LORD says: "The latter glory of this temple shall be greater than the former. This
nation is unclean. But now I will bless you."

Zecl: The LORD said, "Return to me." So the people repented. | saw a man on a red horse. The
LORD said, "I will return to Zion with mercy."

Zec2: | saw a man going to measure Jerusalem. The LORD says, "1 will be her glory." He sent
me to the nations. The LORD will inherit Judah.

Zec3: Joshua stood before the angel. The LORD rebuked Satan. They put new clothes on
Joshua. The LORD says, "I will bring forth my servant."”

Zec4: | saw a lampstand. | asked the angel about it. "Not by might but by my Spirit," says the
LORD. "Zerubbabel will complete the temple."”

Zec5: | saw a flying scroll. He said, "This is the curse on thieves and liars.” | saw a woman in a
basket. He said, "This is Wickedness."

Zec6: | saw four chariots with red, black, white and dappled horses. The LORD said, "Make a
crown for Joshua. He shall build the temple."”
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Big Ideas in
EZRA

God’s people
rebuild the temple

God reigns with
supreme control even
over pagan kings

God controls
history and
orchestrates
events for his
own purposes

% God keeps
his promises

& God’s people are allowed
~toreturn to Israel after
,_years in exile |

w

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Temple Opposition
Treasures to Rebulldmg

Ezra 1:7-10

Cyrus king of Persia returns
not just some but all the
temple articles that
Nebuchadnezzar had taken
to Babylon from Jerusalem

Jerusalem is a wicked city

1,000 |

Jerusalem will stop paying taxes

Sllvu dlclm

Jerusalem is troublesome to
kings and provinces

1,000 |

Jerusalem has a long history of
revolt and sedition

Jerusalem is a threat to royal
interests
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Return to the Promised Land

JOB 22-42; EZR 1-2, 4-5; HAG 1-2; ZEC 1-6

29 MAY -4 JUN 2018

Week 35 - 15 Weeks to Go

Big Ideas in
HAGGAI

Building God'’s
temple should be
the people’s priority
rather than building
their own homes

There are
consequences
for disobeying
God

God provides the
inspiration, strength
and resources for
‘those who obey him

God will bless

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
ZECHARIAH

A" VB

God wants his q

people to
repent of their
sins and show
‘ﬂ? compassion
and mercy to
vuinerable

people

God will send the Messiah
to rebuild the temple

God will avenge and
restore his people

Israel’s ultimate King will
usher in a time of peace

God will uitimately have
victory over those who
resist his will
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He will  Jerusalem on a donk:
9:9 (fulfilled in Matt. 21:1-5) 2

He will be sold for thlrtz pieces of silver, which are later
u -b%fa' otter's field
(fulfilled in Matt. 26:15; 27:7)

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did I learn about God?

e InJob 23, Job can’t sense God in his life. Why does God sometimes choose to “hide”?
What can you do to make God reveal himself? Is he hiding from you or are you hiding
from him? How does God take the initiative in finding you?

e When you look at the condition of the world today, do you ever wonder whether God is in
control? Explain? Why do evil people prosper? Why does poverty and social injustice persist?
What satisfaction do you derive from God’s justice?

e What does the believer’s apparent freedom to question or argue with God say about the character
of God? Does questioning God mean you are lacking in faith or exercising faith?

e Inhistory (c. 333BC) God used Alexander the Great to deal convincingly with those who
opposed his will. Thus was the oracle in ZEC 9 fulfilled. What lessons does that teach you about
God’s love and holiness? About the authority of God’s word spoken through prophets?

What did | learn about human nature?
e What does it mean to be basically good or evil?
e What would you say is the primary theme of Job: Suffering? Justice? Patience?
e What is the importance of rebuilding the temple?
e Why do the foreign leaders want the temple rebuilding to fail? What do they fear?

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

e Looking to the future, what right do we have to expect only good things from God?
Doesn’t God always give us “the desires of our heart”? What does God promise that we
can expect? What doesn’t he promise?

e How can the events of your life be used by God for reasons you might not be aware of?
From what perspective can you say “the pain is worth the gain?”’ Are we each being
tested like Job depending on what God knows we can handle?

e Do you agree with Elihu that God speaks to us through suffering? In what ways have
times of suffering changed you? How did it affect your relationship with God? Were you
ultimately a “better person” for it or were you devastated by it?

e How does God’s glory and blessing come into your life? Does it come more in day-to-
day work (Zerubbabel) or in worship (Joshua)? Into whose life do you bring blessing and
renewal? What do your heart felt actions of justice and mercy say to God? To the world?



Indifference Brings Faithless Ritual 5-11 JUN 2018

ZEC 7-8; EZR 4-6; DA 6; 1 CH 1-9; EST 1-10; MAL 1 Week 36 - 14 Weeks to Go

The prophets bring messages that are designed to shake people out of meaningless religious
routines and ignite a new passion for God in their hearts. God wants repentance and right
relationship, not just meaningless ritual. Daniel and Esther demonstrate the kind of faithfulness
that God is seeking. God often turns the wisdom and power of the world on its head and uses
surprising tactics to accomplish His plan. God helps shape the events of the faithful and His
presence and caring not only reach out to protect the Biblical heroes like Daniel and Esther, but
act in the lives of ordinary people like us, as well. We are called to replace complacency and
injustice with repentance and love for the Lord.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

Day 1: ZEC 7:1-8:23; EZR 5:2-6:22 Replacing Fasting with Obedience [Day 1]
Day 2: DA 6:1-28 Tattenai’s Opposition [Day 1]

Day 3:1 CH 1:1-9:34 Darius the Mede [Day 2]

Day 4: EST 1:1-2:23 Priestly Genealogies Day 3]

Day 5: EST 3:1-8:17
Day 6: EST 9:1-10:3; EZR 4:6-23
Day 7: MAL 1:1-4:6

Esther [Day 4-6]
Opposition to Rebuilding Jerusalem [Day 6]
Malachi [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Darius Zechariah Bethel Jerusalem Prophet

Zerubbabel Joshua Judah Susa Temple

Tattenai Haggai Trans-Euphrates Passover

Daniel Esther Purim
Vashti  Xerxes Covenant

Quee_n - Faithful Remnant

Hegai Mordecai Judgment

Haman Hathak

Artaxerxes Rehum

Shimshai Malachi

Key Verses

“This is what the Lord Almighty said: “Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one
another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against
each other.” [ZEC 7:8]

For he is a living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will
never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He
has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions. [DA 6:26-27]

Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other and the Lord listened and heard. ..”They will be
mine,” says the Lord Almighty “ In the day when I make up my treasured possession.” [MAL 3:16-17]

EPOCH 6

(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Zec7: The people asked, "Should we fast?" The LORD said, "Show mercy and do not oppress.
But they would not listen. So | scattered them."

Zec8: The LORD said: "l am jealous for Zion. | will save my people. Your fasts shall be feasts.
Nations shall seek the LORD in Jerusalem."

Ezr5: Zerubbabel began to build the temple. Tattenai wrote to Darius: "The elders say that
Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this temple.”

Ezr6: Darius issued a decree: "The cost of the temple shall come from the treasury." The temple
was completed and the Israelites celebrated.

Da6: The satraps urged Darius to sign a law against prayer. Daniel prayed to God and was
thrown to the lions. God closed the lions' mouths.

1Ch1: Adam, Seth, Noah, Shem, Eber, Abraham; Abraham's sons were Isaac and Ishmael;
Isaac's sons were Esau and Israel. Kings ruled in Edom.

1Ch2: Judah's line led to Obed, Jesse and David. Caleb was son of Hezron; Jerahmeel was
firstborn of Hezron. Caleb's line were the Kenites.

1Ch3: David had six sons at Hebron, four by Bathshua and nine others. Solomon'’s line led to
Jeconiah, and then to the sons of Elioenai.

1Ch4: Reaiah's sons were the Zorathites; God blessed Jabez; Shelah's sons worked for the king.
Simeon's line went to Gedor to seek pasture.

1Ch5: Reuben lost his birthright; his sons lived in Gilead. The sons of Gad and the sons of
Manasseh lived in Bashan until the captivity.

1Ch6: Levi's sons were Gershon, Kohath and Merari. The musicians were Heman and Asaph.
Aaron's sons made offerings. They were given cities.

1Ch7: Issachar's sons were 87,000. Benjamin's sons were Bela, Beker and Jediael. Ephraim’s
line led to Joshua. Asher's sons were 26,000.

1Ch8: Benjamin was father of Bela, Ashbel, Aharah, Nohah and Rapha; Ner's line was Kish,
Saul, Jonathan; the sons of Ulam were mighty men.

1Ch9: Jerusalem was resettled by Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh; there were priests
and Levite gatekeepers. Kish was father of Saul.



http://www.biblesummary.info/zechariah/7
http://www.biblesummary.info/zechariah/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/ezra/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/ezra/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/daniel/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/7
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-chronicles/9
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Estl: King Ahasuerus gave a feast for all his officials. Queen Vashti refused to come to him, so
the wise men advised him to replace her.

Est2: Mordecai raised Esther. She was taken into the king's harem and was chosen as queen.
Mordecai told Esther of a plot against the king.

Est3: Ahasuerus promoted Haman, but Mordecai would not bow to him. Haman asked to
destroy the Jews. The king gave his seal for the decree.

Est4: Mordecai asked Esther to plead with the king. Esther said, "Hold a fast. | will go to the
king against the law, and if | die, I die.”

Est5: Esther won favour with the king. She said, "Let the king and Haman come to a feast
tomorrow." Haman built a gallows to hang Mordecai.

Est6: That night the king read about the plot against him. Haman came to ask about hanging
Mordecai. The king told Haman to honour Mordecai.

Est7: At the feast, the king asked Esther, "What is your request?" She said, "My people have
been sold by Haman."” The king had Haman hanged.

Est8: The king gave his ring to Mordecai. Mordecai sent letters to the provinces allowing the
Jews to defend themselves. The Jews rejoiced.

Est9: On the day of the king's decree, the Jews destroyed their enemies. Mordecai wrote to all
the Jews and established the Feast of Purim.

Est10: Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus.



http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/7
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/9
http://www.biblesummary.info/esther/10
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God often orchestrates
events behind the scenes

God

controls
history and
accomplishes
his purposes
by using
ordinary
people and
events

humility; pride
~ causes destruction

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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God rebukes priests for
giving imperfect offerings

God rebukes his people
for violating marriage
laws and refusing to tithe

God demands his people’s
best in both their service
- and their lifestyles

E

T
B ==

"~ God judges those who
practice evil but rewards
those who honor him

God will send a
messenger who will
refine his people and
prepare them for the |
Messiah :

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com



5-11 JUN 2018

Indifference Brings Faithless Ritual

Week 36 - 14 Weeks to Go

MAL 1

9; EST 1-10;

ZEC 7-8; EZR 4-6; DA 6; 1 CH 1-

ety gy Py e

23010 3H1 03 3400 14N
OL USH 341 01 SN INIDJ L1
SINLANS 10 149 INIAIC 3h1

STGIM0YJ B YLV YUH) 5909 duauaY
OL 110425 341 Q723 THUVA 34l <

L
AN

5 S

)

D) &
(STHYILIIHIN 735) iy %
JIVONIT BRI ™ e
“SIAIM AN0A'S W
ISV GINANL 3ANOR

ii2MOK
iZINHW

Arse——
@ NI Sl NI oz:S_._ _.___8 TRHL 1305 GG )
: _;_ugwﬂy SNSIRON 40 NS
N W 33 40T |

L

(5L
“T1dW3L A 31143

NOAINISIAS3A TN TS0 10h

INWMOH

,
A Nl 7 e
: AT Qe
R 2

i &m\,

Sy =
NN E-1s

Ay o0 (GCTIVE TCHARVT O THONDVAIIA igwauny) SLHVIH AEHL VM 3
1034 009 U013 0L HYFTTH 3 SIS0H MIN ¥ ON3S TIM 003 NGHA™ -
“ U0 3HL 0L SINOd L1 AROLS (T3LAN v SY SL3HA0HA & HYHOL 3HL STZIEVHAS -

CIUALL 5409 10 003 3 WS T ) () e
30K H1 050 s 1300 ) 005 T 1,
ST INOAYES LW 10 (RIOL 01 IuuDy,

[ 0
7 eV B

JHLSI 343HM SN
(1719N3IAN0A

ISNOdS3il e
oo AEHRRD (WIV1D =

= $410dSIA 5 SITHIAS Y—

NOLLAN0)

?s_._ _azv

.. £
“SISINONd LNVNIAO Al KSY)
QL KTIWY SH00VE 350K T

L3N0T SNNMOHS
N0A IAVH NOH

REETOY ™

©-0]

o 7, ) 177 niniay|
DH{ d3Liv

: dV3IA
008 )"

==

T3PS



Indifference Brings Faithless Ritual 5-11 JUN 2018

ZEC 7-8; EZR 4-6; DA 6; 1 CH 1-9; EST 1-10; MAL 1 Week 36 - 14 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

How did God react to the fasting of the Bethel people (ZEC 70)? Did God’s scattering of the people
result in their separation from God, or were the people already separated from God? What happens
when people do not put their heart in worship?

In ZEC 8, the Lord Almighty speaks of blessings concerning Jerusalem. What moral force is given to
each blessing by the constant refrain, “The Lord Almighty says”? What will it take to restore the
people to covenant favor and be given the blessings?

What saved Daniel in the lion’s den (his faith, his innocence, God’s faithfulness, sleeping lions, the
kings prayers)?

What is the central theological point of the book of Esther? Why would a book so obviously Jewish be
devoid of any reference to the Lord? Is the God-story of Esther and Mordecai better suited to its
purpose if they are seen as obedient servants of God or as unknowingly used by a sovereign God?
How has God shown his greatness to you? Did you have to feel small before you knew he was great?
Explain

What did | learn about human nature?

In ZEC 7:9-10, the Lord tells the people of Bethel to: “Administer true justice; show mercy and
compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your
hearts do not think evil of each other.” Where do you see this advice in action today? Where is it
lacking?

One sign of a restored Israel is that people the world over will say, “Let us go with you, because we
have heard that God is with you” (ZEC 8:23). What does this say about how we might better worship
and witness as Christians today. Where have you seen this lived out? What could we, as individuals
and the church in general, do to be better at this?

When one party says they alone are the true worshippers of God, and all others are a mixed breed,
what might be expected in return? Why was Israel right to insist on religious exclusivity and spiritual
purity [Ezra 4]? Today, when might it be valid to assert one’s expression of the faith as the only way?
Over against whom? Other denominations? Cults? State religion? Government interference?

In Daniel 6, Daniel’s peers were jealous of Daniel. Besides jealousy, what might cause people to be
interested in the private lives of public figures, especially incorruptible ones?

What do Haman’s pride and racial hatred bring him? What do Mordecai’s meekness and loyalty bring
him? What is the object lesson?

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

In the work God has given you to do, when is his hand of blessing obvious to you? A) in warding off
opponents as in EZRA 5:5? B) In “making rapid progress” as in EZRA 5:8? C) Only in the project’s
completion as in EZRA 6:15-17? D) In construction delays?

When have you invoked God’s authority as your own? Where do you draw the line and dare someone
to cross over or defy your authority? What defiance (by your kids, partners or subordinates) would
trigger you and bring them into conflict with you?

Can you imagine a crisis in which you would go “against the law” as Esther does, to find a solution?
In your life, have you ever experienced God in the midst of a “lion’s den” (of skeptics, critics,
persecutors, etc.)? Has your lifeline ever been only God and God alone?

How do you square the story of annihilating and humiliating one’s enemy in Esther 9 with what Jesus
stood for: namely, to “love your enemy”? Would it make a difference to you if it were “kill or be
killed”? When, if ever, have you faced such a dilemma?
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Rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem represents the renewal of the spiritual lives of the workers
and the restoration of true worship in Israel. Through dependence on God and unswerving
devotion to his task, Nehemiah reminds the exiles of their spiritual heritage and encourages
them to successfully rebuild the city walls. Nehemiah demonstrates godly leadership through
difficult assignments, yet accompanied by feelings of inadequacy. The psalmist reminds us of
the need to focus on God’s word so that we can find joy in God’s way. Success is achieved by
staying connected to God through prayer and scripture — every day and in every situation.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

Day 1: EZR 7:1-10:44 Ezra the Teacher of the Law [Day 1]
Day 2: NE 1:1-11 Nehemiah and the Wall [Day 2-5]
Day 3: NE 2:1-6:14 Ezra Reads the Law [Day 5]

Day 4: NE 6:15-7:73a Wisdom Psalms [Day 6]

Day 5: NE 7:73b — 10:39
Day 6: PS 1,91, 119
Day 7: NE 11:1-12:30

Names of the Returned Exiles [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Ezra Artaxerxes Jerusalem Babylon Rebuilding the Wall
Meremoth Eleazar Trans-Euphrates Ahava Law/Covenant
Shekaniah Nehemiah || Judah Exiles

Hanani Asaph Confession
Eliashib Sanballet

Tobiah Hananiah

Israelites

Key Verses

“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” [NE 8:10]

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways [PS91:11]
I will walk about in freedom, for | have sought out your precepts. [PS 119:45]

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path [PS 119:105]

Great peace have they who love your law [PS 119:165]

EPOCH 6

(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ezr7: Ezra went up to Jerusalem to teach the law. Artaxerxes wrote: "l decree that whatever
Ezra needs shall be done." So | was encouraged.

Ezr8: | assembled the family heads from Babylon and gave the gifts for the temple to the
Levites. We came to Jerusalem and made offerings.

Ezr9: The leaders told me that the people had taken foreign wives. | tore my robe and prayed,
"O God, we have forsaken your commandments.”

Ezrl0: The Israelites wept. They all assembled and Ezra said, "Separate from your foreign
wives." The family heads investigated the matter.

Nel: The words of Nehemiah: Men from Judah said, "The wall of Jerusalem is broken down." |
prayed, "O LORD, give me favour with the king."

Ne2: The king granted my request to go and rebuild Jerusalem. Sanballat was displeased. |
inspected the walls and said, "Let us rebuild."

Ne3: The priests rebuilt the Sheep Gate, the Tekoites made repairs, Jedaiah repaired opposite
his house, Meremoth repaired another section.

Ne4: Sanballat ridiculed us and plotted to attack Jerusalem. So we prayed and posted a guard.
The builders carried swords as they worked.

Ne5: The people cried out, "We have to borrow to get grain.” | told the nobles, "Let us stop
exacting usury." I did not take my allowance.

Ne6: Sanballat and Tobiah sent for me to do me harm. I replied, "Why should | come?" The
wall was finished and our enemies were afraid.

Ne7: | gave Hanani and Hananiah charge over Jerusalem. I registered the nobles, rulers and
people by genealogy. The assembly was 42,360.

Ne8: The people gathered and Ezra read from the law. Nehemiah said, "This day is holy. Do
not mourn.” The people held the Feast of Booths.

Ne9: The Israelites confessed. The Levites said, "LORD, you brought our fathers out of Egypt.
They rebelled but you did not forsake them."

Nel0: The leaders sealed a covenant. The people made an oath: "We will not marry foreigners.
We will bring the offerings for the temple."
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ps1: Blessed is the man who does not walk with the wicked, whose delight is in the law of the
LORD. He is like a tree planted by the water.

Ps91: I will say of the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress.” His faithfulness will be your shield.
He will command his angels to guard you.

Ps119: Blessed are those who walk in the law of the LORD. Teach me your decrees. | love your
commands. Deliver me according to your promise.

Nehl11: The leaders and one in ten of the people lived in Jerusalem. There were descendants of
Judah and of Benjamin, priests and Levites.

Neh12: All the Levites and leaders gathered to dedicate the wall. They made offerings and
rejoiced. Men were appointed over the storerooms.
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g Ideas in
HEMIAH

God’s people rebuild
the Jerusalem wall

God responds
~ to prayer

‘Through great leaders,
God empowers his people
to accomplish great things

Understanding
God’s Word
leads to
repentance

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Walls and Their Builders

Nehemiah 3 tells us the names of many who help rebuild
Jerusalem’s wall

FISH GATE —— SHEEP GATE INSPECTION

Sons of Hassenaah Eliashib and fellow priests GATE
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Zadok Local merchants
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Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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The Walls are Rebuilt around
Jerusalem
[The Book of Ezra and Nehemiah]

O

(—O

The Temple was rebuilt but the city of Jerusalem was .
unfortified. The Jews who settled around Jerusalem be- -
gan to mtermarry with idol worshippers i the area (2 . 7
dangerous thing to do).

Ezra a Jewsh priest and scribe m Persia, led 2 group of
Jewish retumess back to Jerusalem to rekimdle religious
enthusiasm and discourage mtermarriage with idol wor-
shippers.

At almost the same time, Nehemizh, 2 Jewsh cupbearer
to the Persian king, =sked for the king’s permssion to
lead a group of Jewish retumees to Jerusalem to rebuild
the walls arond the city. (A fortified city would provide
security and national identity for the Jaws m the home-
land).

Nehemizh beldly persevered m rebuildimg the walls
around the city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was once agam 2
sacred city.

Ezra_ as spiritual leader, and Nehemizh as civil leader,
were a powerful and effective team.

At the dedication ceremony. Ezra stood on 2 high plat-
form and read from the 1000 year old scroll of scripture
that contamed the origmal covenant between God and
the Israelites.

Lieber, D. (1594). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presentad at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin

1554,
5 P
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

What do you see of God’s nature through Nehemiah’s prayer [NE 1:5-11]? What does
Nehemiah see in himself, the more he focuses on God?

How does a Christian distinguish between what is God’s will and the words of a false
prophet or misguided person? From Nehemiah’s example, how should slander be
handled?

In Psalm 1, the psalmist talks about “the law of the Lord”. What is the “Law of the Lord”
for you?

Read PS 91. If God promises such perfect protection, why does evil befall believers?
What does it mean to “make God your refuge”? Is God calling you to take some risks?
How can you avail yourself of God’s protection?

In PS 119, how involved is the commitment to remember God’s law? What commitment
IS necessary to speak God’s truth? Can anyone dispute the justice of God’s law?

What did | learn about human nature?

Ezra [EZR 9] wanted to establish a holy nation with pure marriages. What are the pros
and cons of this? It is common today to marry outside of one’s faith. What effect, if any,
has this had?

In EZR 10, we see the people’s confession of sin. What is the connection between
repentance and hope? Between prayer and action? Between unilateral covenant and
mutual agreement?

What attitude is a hallmark of following the law? What does this say about the psalmist’s
perception of the law in PS 119?

What does it mean to be a “stranger on Earth”? [PS 119:19]

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

Do you tend to despair over what is? Accept what is? Or pray for what should be?
Which gives you more difficulty? External criticism or internal fears? Why? Which do
you tend to do “with all your heart”: Work? Worry? Worship? Warfare? Why?
Nehemiah shows us that loving God and others may require personal sacrifice. What
privileges and rights are you ready to give up so that God’s work may proper? When
have your beliefs really cost you something?

Is personal stewardship a reliable index of commitment to God and his work? Why or
why not? What else might serve that purpose for you?

Read Psalm 1. What makes you happy? Where have you searched for happiness?
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We begin our reading this week with songs of worship — songs that ascents that speak of the joy
of worship and the call for God’s blessings. These songs may well have been sung as Jerusalem
was rebuilt with the leadership of Nehemiah and Ezra. The prophet Joel appeals for a change of
heart — making us contemplate our own tendency to wander away from God when life seems to
be going well. Joel reminds us that a close relationship with God is vital not only in bad times,
but in good times as well. Isaiah’s prophecy does not end with horror, but with victory, with
promises of everlasting deliverance, hope and restoration in God’s future kingdom — not just
for Israel but for the Gentiles as well.

Weekly Reading Plan (pg. 1022-1058) Outline
Day 1: PS 120-134; NE 12:31-47 Songs of Ascents [Day 1]
Day 2: PS 104,107, 111-118 Nehemiah and the Levites [Day 1]
Day 3: PS 135-136, 145-150; : : )
Day 4: NE 13:1-22: PS 92: The Lagt V,Vord m Pralse [Day 2-3]
NE 13:23-31; Nehemiah’s Religious Reforms [Day 4]
Day 5: JOEL 1:1-3:21; Joel [Day 5]
Day 6: ISA 56:1-59:21 Isaiah and the Restoration [Day 6]
Day 7: 1SA 60:1-66:24 God’s Glory upon God’s City [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Nehemiah Levites Jerusalem Worship Trust

Eliashib Tobiah Judah Blessings Praise

Artaxerxes Joel Gates of Jerusalem Thanksgiving  Sabbath

Isaiah Tyre Lamer}tatlons Judgment

Zion Salv_atlon Comfort _

Justice Redemption
Hope

Key Verses

The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. [PS126:3]

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
To him belongs eternal praise. [PS 111:10]

In my anguish I cried to the Lord, and he answered by setting me free. The Lord is with me; he is my
helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies. [PS 118:5-7]

Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. [JOEL 2:13]

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. [ISA 55:8]

EPOCH 6
(586-322 BC)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ps120: In my distress | cry to the LORD. Deliver me from a deceitful tongue. Woe to me! Too
long have I lived among those who hate peace.

Ps121: I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. He who keeps you will not
slumber. The LORD will keep you from all evil.

Ps122: | was glad when they said, "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" The tribes go up to
give thanks. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

Ps123: As the eyes of servants look to their master, so our eyes look to the LORD. Have mercy
on us! For we have endured much contempt.

Ps124: If the LORD had not been on our side, attackers would have swallowed us alive. We
have escaped. Our help is in the name of the LORD.

Ps125: Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved. Do good, O
LORD, to those who are good. Peace be upon Israel.

Ps126: When the LORD brought back the captives, we were like dreamers. He has done great
things. Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy.

Ps127: Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labour in vain. Children are a heritage
from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.

Ps128: Blessed are all who fear the LORD. You will eat the fruit of your labour. May the
LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life.

Ps129: They have greatly oppressed me from my youth. But the LORD has cut the cords of the
wicked. May all who hate Zion be put to shame!

Ps130: I cry to you, O LORD! If you kept a record of sins, who could stand? But with you there
is forgiveness. O Israel, hope in the LORD!

Ps131: My heart is not proud, O LORD. | have quietened my soul, like a weaned child with its
mother. O Israel, put your hope in the LORD.

Ps132: Remember, O LORD, how David vowed, "I will find a place for the LORD." The
LORD has chosen Zion: "This is my resting place forever."
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ps133: How good it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil upon the head.
There the LORD commanded his blessing.

Ps134: Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD! Lift up your hands to the
sanctuary. May the LORD bless you from Zion.

Nel2: All the Levites and leaders gathered to dedicate the wall. They made offerings and
rejoiced. Men were appointed over the storerooms.

Ps104: O LORD, you are very great. You set the earth on its foundations. All your creatures
look to you for food. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Ps107: Oh give thanks to the LORD! Let the redeemed say so. He brought them out of
darkness. He stilled the storm. He raises up the needy.

Ps111: Praise the Lord! Great are his works. He is ever mindful of his covenant. All his
precepts are sure. His praise endures forever.

Ps112: Blessed are those who fear the LORD. Their righteousness endures forever. They are
not afraid of evil tidings. The wicked melt away.

Ps113: Praise the LORD! Blessed be the name of the LORD forever. He is exalted over all the
nations. He lifts the needy from the ash heap.

Ps114: When Israel came out of Egypt, Judah became God's sanctuary. The sea looked and
fled. Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord.

Ps115: Not to us, O LORD, but to your name give glory. Idols have eyes, but they cannot see.
O lIsrael, trust in the LORD. He will bless us.

Ps116: I love the LORD, for he heard my cry. When | was brought low, he saved me. What can
I give for all his goodness? | will keep my vows.

Ps117: Praise the LORD! For great is his love towards us.

Ps118: Give thanks to the LORD:; for his love endures forever! The nations surrounded me; |
cut them off! The LORD has become my salvation.

Ps135: Praise the LORD! He is above all gods. He struck down many nations. Their idols are
but silver and gold. O lIsrael, bless the LORD!
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Ps136: Give thanks to the LORD, his love endures; who spread out the earth, his love endures;
who led Israel out of Egypt, his love endures.

Ps145: | will exalt you, my God and King. All you have made will praise you. The LORD is
faithful. He is near to all who call upon him.

Ps146: Praise the LORD, O my soul! Do not trust in mortal men. The LORD executes justice
for the oppressed. He watches over the fatherless.

Ps147: It is good to sing praises to our God! He counts the stars. He lifts up the humble. Praise
the LORD! He declares his word to Israel.

Ps148: Praise the LORD from the heavens! Praise him, sun and moon! Praise the LORD from
the earth! Young and old together, praise the LORD!

Ps149: Praise the LORD! Let Israel rejoice in their maker. The LORD takes delight in his
people. Let swords be in their hands for judgement.

Ps150: Praise the LORD! Praise him with trumpet and strings! Praise him with loud cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!

Nel3: | cleared Tobiah out of the temple. I confronted those who profaned the Sabbath and who
married foreign women. Remember me, O God.

Ps92: It is good to give thanks to the LORD. How great are your works! Your enemies shall
perish. The righteous flourish in your courts.

Joell: What the locust swarm has left other locusts have eaten. The fields are destroyed.
Lament, O priests! The day of the LORD is near.

Joel2: A great army is on the mountains. Return to the LORD for he is merciful. "Fear not, |
will restore you. | will pour out my Spirit."”

Joel3: "I will gather all the nations for judgement. For the day of the LORD is near. Jerusalem
will be inhabited for all generations."

Isa56: Keep justice, for salvation is near. | will bring the outcasts of Israel to my house and
gather still others. The watchmen are blind.

Isa57: The righteous find peace in death. As for you rebels, you make your bed wide. Let your
idols save you! But I will not accuse forever.
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Repentance for Revival 19 - 25 JUN 2018

PS 92, 104, 107, 111-118, 120-134-136, 145-150; NE 12-13,
JOEL 1-3, ISA 56-66 Week 38 - 12 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Isa58: You seek pleasure on your fast days. Is this not the fast | choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice? Then your ruins will be rebuilt.

Isa59: Your sins have separated you from God. Justice is far from us. Truth is nowhere. So the
LORD put on garments of salvation and fury.

Isa60: Arise, shine, for your light has come! The nations will come to you. | will make you
majestic forever. Your God will be your glory.

Isa61: The Spirit of the LORD is on me. He has sent me to proclaim freedom. My people will
inherit a double portion. | delight in the LORD.

Isa62: For Zion's sake I will not keep silent. You will be given a new name. Your God will
rejoice over you. Raise a banner for the nations!

Isa63: Why are your robes red? | have trampled the nations. Israel remembered who brought
them through the sea. You, O LORD, are our father.

Isa64: Oh that you would rend the heavens! You meet those who do right. We are all the work
of your hand. Do not remember our sins forever.

Isa65: | held out my hands to an obstinate people. My servants will eat, but you will go hungry.
I will create new heavens and a new earth.

Isa66: Listen! The LORD is repaying his enemies. Rejoice with Jerusalem and be comforted.
All flesh will worship before me, says the LORD.
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Big Ideas in
JOEL

God promises to
judge his enemies

Sincere repentance brings
God’s forgiveness and
restoration

God promises to pour out
his Holy Spirit on everyone

God promises
salvation to everyone
who calls on him

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Repentance for Revival 19 - 25 JUN 2018

PS 92, 104, 107, 111-118, 120-134-136, 145-150; NE 12-13,
JOEL 1-3, ISA 56-66 Week 38 - 12 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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JOEL 1-3, ISA 56-66 Week 38 - 12 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

What does the infinite variety of creation say about God?

How does God provide for you physically? Spiritually? Emotionally?

What does total dependence on God mean? How does it relate to self-reliance or reliance
upon others? Is it possible to benefit from God’s care without a total dependence on his
provisions?

What name of God means the most to you? Why?

What did | learn about human nature?

In PS 104, David praises nature as God created it. What is the ultimate purpose of
nature? What is mankind’s role? Should Christians take a special role in preserving
creation? How?

What human attitude is emphasized in PS 107? Why is it a prerequisite for being
delivered? For change and growth?

If God always exalts the poor and needy, why are they so dishonored in society? How
should the Christian act toward them?

What behaviors and attitudes characterize trust in God?

How do ancient and modern day idols differ? How are they alike? What are some modern
day “gods” and “lords”? How do they via for your attention?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

How do you express spiritual joy?

Do Sunday’s help you grow spiritually? If so, how? If not, what is lacking?

What do you think of religious statues and paintings? Is it wrong to depict Jesus in art?
Why do you think the early church departed from the Jewish interpretation of the second
commandment?

What thank offerings can you give to God?
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Zechariah and Daniel spoke the right words at the right time to inspire and encourage God’s
people. God has a future plan for his people. God is in control of everything, and the future
holds no fear when we remain obedient to God. Nothing we do for God is unimportant or
meaningless. We move into the New Testament where we are introduced to Jesus as God and
Creator — The Word Become Flesh, the long awaited Messiah. We also meet Mary and
Elizabeth -- two women who worship God and willingly follow God’s plan for their lives. We
continue with new chapters in the fulfillment of God’s great redemptive plan for His people.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

(pg. 1058-1096) The Apocalyptic Visions of Zechariah [Day 1]
Day 1: ZEC 9:1-10:12 The Vision of the Shepherds [Day 2]

Day 2: ZEC 11:1-14:21 The Last Battle Won [Day 2]

Day 3: DA 7:1-8:27 The Apocalyptic Visions Of Daniel [Day 3]

Day 4: DA 9:1-27
Day 5: DA 10:1-12:13
Day 6: JN 1:1-18; LK 1:1-80;

Daniel and Alexander [Day 3]
The Seventy Sevens [Day 4]

MT 1:1-17 Daniel and the Greeks [Day 5]
Day 7: MT 1:18-25; LK 2:1-38; The Prehistory of Jesus [Day 6]
MT 2:1-21 The Birth of John the Baptist [Day 6]

The Genealogy of Jesus [Day 6]
The Birth of Jesus [Day 7]
Jesus Presented in the Temple [Day 7]

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Zechariah Daniel Zion Judgment

Shepherds Darius Judah Prophecy

Cyrus Jesus Jerusalem Visions

John the Baptist John Nazareth Dr:eams |

Elizabeth Zechariah Bethlehem I/I e Wor
essiah

Mary Joseph Egypt

The Magi Herod

Key Verses

Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We
do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, listen!
O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and
your people bear your name. [DA 9:18-19]

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [JN 1: 1]

My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my savior, for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant. [LK 1:46-47]

EPOCH 6 EPOCH 7 EPOCH 8
(586-322 BC) (322-37 BC) (37 BC—-A.D. 30)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Zec9: The LORD is against Hadrach, Tyre and Philistia. Rejoice, O Zion! Behold your king,
riding on a donkey. The LORD will save his people.

Zec10: Ask the LORD for rain. From Judah will come the cornerstone. "l will save Judah for |
am the LORD their God. I will bring them home."

Zecll: The cedar has fallen! The LORD said, "Shepherd the doomed flock.” | broke the two
staffs. The LORD said, "Woe to the idle shepherd!"

Zec12: The LORD said: "I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock. They will look upon me
whom they have pierced. And they will mourn alone.”

Zec13: "There will be a fountain to cleanse from sin. | will remove prophets from the land.
Strike my shepherd and the sheep will scatter."

Zecl4: A day is coming when the LORD will go into battle. Jerusalem will dwell in security.
All the nations will worship the LORD of hosts.

Da7: Daniel saw visions. | saw four great beasts. The Son of Man was given an everlasting
kingdom. The fourth beast shall be destroyed.

Da8: | saw a ram with two horns. A goat with a large horn struck the ram. Gabriel said: "The
ram is Media and Persia, the goat is Greece."

Da9: | read the book of Jeremiah. I prayed, "Israel has sinned. O God, forgive." Gabriel said,
"Seventy weeks are decreed for atonement."

Dal0: As I mourned I saw a man with a face like lightning. He said, "The prince of Persia
delayed me. | came to explain the latter days."

Dall: "The king of the south will fight the king of the north. The king of the north will
desecrate the temple. He will exalt himself."

Dal2: "There will be a time of distress.” | said, "How long?" He said, "Time, times and half a
time. These words are sealed until the end."

Jnl: The Word of God became flesh and dwelt with us. John the Baptist bore witness to him.
Andrew told Simon Peter and they followed Jesus.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Lk1: The angel Gabriel foretold the birth of John. He told Mary, "You will have a son named
Jesus." Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord!"

Mt1: The record of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham. Mary bore a son by the Holy
Spirit. An angel told Joseph to name him Jesus.

Lk2: Mary gave birth in Bethlehem. Angels sent shepherds to see the child. Jesus was presented
at the temple. He grew in wisdom and stature.

Mt2: Wise men came from the east to worship the child. King Herod ordered that all the baby
boys be killed. An angel warned Joseph to flee.
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The 400 Silent Years
The 400 vears from 400 BC to the year 0 are called the “400 Silent Years™ because nothing is recorded
about the events of these 400 years in any of the 66 books of the Bible that we recognize as scripture. How-
ever, since several significant events ocourred during this period that might increase our understanding of
the New Testement, it is helpful to understand the time. The information comes from apocryphal books or
from the writings of historians from that period

The Greek Period

The Greels, under Alexonder the Great, congquered the
Perzizn Empire and estzblished the Greek Empire. The
Holy Land was now dommated by the Gresks.

The Gresls began to refer to theHely Land 25 Palestine
(their version of Phillistime, the part of the Hely Land
with which they were familizr).

The Greels pushed Greek culture and languzge on 2l of R ]
the people of the Greek Empire. This was called Helleni- penial Aenan
zztion. The Jews began to spezk koine Greek in addition
to Aramaic and Hebraw

The Jews who had not retumed to the Hely Land wers
free to resetle in other regions of the Greek Empire. (By
the time Jesus died, there were 23 many Jaws living out-
side of the Holy Land 23 there wers living in the Hely
Land. Paul later visited many of their synagogues.

In shout 230 BC, the Gresks commesionad 70 Jewsh
scholars to translate the Hebrew soripture (the Old Testa-
ment) mte Greek. This translztion iz Inown 2s the Sep-

tauagint (or LXX).

Most of the quotations of Old Testament verses that zre
found written i the New Testament are from the Greek

Septuagmt.

Lieber, 0. (1954). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
Class presented at Solana Beach Presbyteran Churchin
1504,
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100 Years of Jewish Independence

After the death of Alexander the Great, the Greesk Em-
pire was ruled as 5 separate territories. Eventually the
Holy Land came under the nle of King Antiochus who
tried to stamp out Judaism.

When a Greek official asked aJewsh priest named Mat-
tathias to sacrifice a pig to Zeus, he refused. Mattathias
later killed both the Greek official and the priestwho
performed the sacrifice.

Mattathias and his 3 sons then fled to thehills. Soon, 2
guerrilla 2mmy jomed them and z2revolt had begun. The
year was 167 BC. Their leader was Judas Maccabeus,
the 3rd son of Mattathias.

During the Maccabean Revolt, the Greeks defiled and
vandalized the Temple. Within 3 years, the Maccabess
had regamed control of the Temple aganst much larger
Greek forces.

In 164 BC, the Jews rededicated the Temple and relit the
golden lampstand Geod miraculously made 2 small
amount of holy oil to last the full 8 days necessary to
mzke mere holy oil. The Jaws commemorate this mira-
cle with 2 Festival of Lights called Hanuksh

The Jews achieved political freedom (no taxation) and
mdependent pyl for 100 years (until 63 BC). Ths was the
Hasmaonean Period.

Lieber, D. (1954). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1594,
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The Septuagent and Apocrypha

The Septuagent is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures and was used by the early
Church. It originated in Alexandria, Egypt and was translated between 300-200 BC. It was
widely used among Hellenistic Jews and was produced because many Jews spread throughout
the empire and were beginning to lose their Hebrew language. The Septuagint is the Bible used
by Jesus and the apostles. It is also called the translation of the seventy because tradition states
that the Septuagint was translated by seventy people. In academia, the Septuagint is often
abbreviated LXX in honor of this tradition.

The apocrypha are the collection of ancient books found in some editions of Christian Bibles in a
separate section between the Old and New Testaments. Some Christian Churches include some
or all of the same texts within the body of their version of the Old Testament. Luther was the first
to publish these books as a separate intertestamental section. Most of the books of the Protestant
Apocrypha are called deuterocanonical by Catholics per the Council of Trent and all of them are
called anagignoskomenea by the Eastern Orthodox per the Synod of Jerusalem. The Anglican
Communion accepts the Apocrypha for instruction in life and manners but not for the
establishment of doctrine. The Protestant Apocrypha contains three books (3 Esdras, 4 Esdras
and the Prayer of Manasseh) that are accepted by many Eastern Orthodox Churches and Oriental
Orthodox Churches as canonical but are regarded as noon-canonical by the Catholic Church and
are therefore not included in modern Catholic Bibles.

Apocrypha (14 books) DATE (B.C.)
Tobit 3nd Century
Judith Late 2"d Century
1 Maccabees Late 2" Century
2 Maccabees Late 2"d Century
Ecclesiasticus/Sirach (i.e. Wisdom of Jesus ben Sirach) 180
Baruch 1st Century (A.D.)

Letter of Jeremiah (included as ch. 6 of Baruch)
Additions to Daniel
1. Song of the Three (includes Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three Jews; added as 3:24-90) 100

2. Susanna (added as ch. 13) 1st Century
3. Bel and the Dragon (added as ch. 14) 100
Additions to Esther (ch. 3, 4, 8, 10) 100
1 Esdras 100
Prayer of Manasseh 1st Century
Wisdom of Solomon 65

2 Esdras 65B.C.—120 A.D.
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The Bible in English
English: Engments in English 'Wyc-_

Latin:  vulgate by Jerome Remains official Bible of RCC

Greek:
Hebrew: r
Jabneh ﬁ?::: l; 2:2:::: Great Schism Cz:mr‘a:m{“ Bible Society
i, ll == i 1 =" t l | = == | i fl | =51 | ]
Oad 400ad 1000ad 1500ad Ame]lcan

Independance

Douay-Rheims Bible (1582-1610), Kings James Version (1611) - included apocrypha
From 1630, some editions of Geneva Bible bound without apocrypha

Westminster Assembly (1647 - Calvinist/Puritan) declares the apocrypha non-canonical.
From 1769, American printers remove apocrypha from the KJV to reduce printing cost
and increase market appeal to non-Anglican Protestant readers

* From 1826, the British and Foreign Bible Society stops printing apocrypha

¢ Revised Version (1881-1894) released in Britain - includes apocrypha
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The Roman Period

The Romans gradually conquered the Greek Enmpire and
estzblished the Roman Empire. The Romans tock charge
of Palestine in 63 BC.

The Romans embraced Greek culture and the common
people of the Roman Empire contmued to spezk kome
Greek. Ths “universal” language later helped m the
spreading of the gospel.

The Romans imposed heavy taxes on the Jews and -
signed Roman govemors to rule the 4 mam geographical
divisions of the Holy Land: Galiles, Samaria, Perea. and
Judea.

The Jews m Palestime were given religious freedom and
some degree of political autonomy but the Jaws found
Roman dommation repugnant. The Jaws scoured their
scriptures for God’s promises conceming the Jawish
Messizh. They wanted a pelitical deliverer.

The Romans built 2 vast network of roads throughout the
Roman Empire. These roads later helped m the spread-
mg of the gospel.

The presence of huge Roman armies assured peace
throughout the Roman Empire. This widespread peace
later helped m the spreading of the gospel.

Palestine under the Merods

e Horod the Great's Kingdom
(37-48C)

Herod Archelous
4BC. -6AD)

~ Herod Antipas
4BC -MWAD)
™ Philip the Tetrarch
(4BC -MAD)

o Decapolls ity

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presentad at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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Herod Remodels the Temple

Herod was 2n Edomite (2 descendant of Israel’s brother

Herod was an Jdumean

Herod’s father had been an advisor to the firstRoman
official m charge of Palestme. Herod's father secured 2
political position for Herod and eventually Herod was
put in charge of all of Palestine.

Herod ruled from 39 BC to his death m 4 BC. (This is
the Herod who ruled Palestine when Jesus wzs bom and
who ordered the execution of zll male babies bom m
Bethlehem.

In an effort to conciliate the Jews who hated him for his
Edomite heritage. Herod remodeled the Jewish Temple
m Jerusalem and added zhuge courtyard surrounded by
patio covers. These “porches™ created delightful shady
places for Jewish teachers to hold outdoor classes. The
Jews continued to hate Herod.

This remodeled and expanded version of Zerubbabel s
Temple is called Herod’s Temple by Bible historians.
This s the Jewish Temple of the entire New Testament
period.

This Temple was destroyed by the Romans m 70 AD.
Without the Temple the Jews could no longer perform
animal sacrifices.

Esau). The Gresk word for Edom was Idumes. therefore,

Lieber, D. (1954). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presentad at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,

Herod's Temple of God
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The Birth and Ministry of Jesus Jisnase av Tue ine or sesus]
[The Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John] &7 Sames .

God chose to take on 2 human nature m order to pay for
2ll sms for 2ll time and to establish a New Covenat with

all people.

The “mcamation” means the “m-flesh-gtion™ of God.
When Jesus was conceived m Mary’s womb, He became
fully human and remamed fully God. This & 2 mystery.

When Jesus took on 2 human nature, He did so perma-
nently. Jesus still has 2 human nature today.

Jesus® miistry began when He was baptized by John the
Baptist (Hs second cousin) m the Jorda River.

Jsus had no rabbmical trammg yet He taught with au-
thority. He broke the laws of the Jewish religious leaders
(but never the laws of God) and drew enormous crowds.
He hung outwith low Jifes. The Jewsh religious leaders
hated Him and eventually plotted to kill Him.

Jesus clearly clamed to be God (the IAM of the Old
Testament) and to have the power to forgive sins.

“Blasphemy” was the crime of bemg disrespectful of
God. Claiming to be God was considerad to be the ulti-
mate blasphemy.

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
19%4.
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NEW TESTAMENT CHRONOLOGY

Date NT Event NT Book | Roman Emperors/ Event
4 B.C.—AD 30 The Life of Jesus Matthew Augustus 30 B.C.—A.D. 14
4 B.C. Birth of Jesus Mark Tiberius A.D. 14-37
AD.8 Jesus in the Temple Luke
A.D. 26 John the Baptist starts |John Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator
his public ministry. (A.D. 26-36)
Jesus starts his public
ministry
A.D. 27-28 John the Baptist
imprisoned
A.D. 29 John the Baptist
beheaded
Jesus at the Feast of
Tabernacles
A.D. 30 Jesus is crucified and
Rises Again
Jesus’s ascension
The Holy Spirit comes
at Pentecost
A.D.30—A.D. 100 |The Early Church Acts
A.D. 37 Saul of Tarsus is Caligula A.D. 37-41
converted (Paul)
A.D. 44 James (John’s brother) |James Claudius A.D. 41-54
is martyred
A.D. 47-49 Paul’s First

Missionary Journey
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Date NT Event NT Book | Roman Emperors/ Event
A.D.50 The council meets at | Galatians
Jerusalem
A.D. 51-53 Paul’s Second 1&2
Missionary Journey | Thessalonians
A.D. 54-57 Paul’s Third Romans, 1 & |Nero A.D. 54-68
Missionary Journey 2 Corinthians
A.D. 58 Paul arrested in
Jerusalem
A.D. 60 Paul appeals to Caesar
A.D. 61-62 Paul’s 2-year house Ephesians,
arrest in Rome Colossians
~A.D. 62 James (Jesus’ brother) |Philemon, Nero Burns Rome (A.D. 64)
martyred Philippians
A.D. 66 Paul’s second 1&2 Peter,
imprisonment in Rome | 1&2 Timothy,
Titus, Jude
~A.D. 67-68 Peter and Paul Galba, Otho, Vitelius A.D. 69
martyred in Rome Vespasian A.D. 69-79
A.D.70 Jerusalem falls Hebrews
The Temple is
destroyed
A.D. 81-96 Christians persecuted Titus A.D. 79-81
by Domitian
A.D. 90-5 Apostle John exiled on |1, 2, 3 John, |Nerva AD. 96-98

Patmos

Revelations
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Big Ideas in
JOHN

Jesus

brings

eternal
Jesus is life to all
God and who
was with believe
God in him

Jesus’ miracles point to his
identity as the Messiah

Jesus’ miracles
foster belief in
some but harden
the opposition of
others

Jesus is the embodiment
of God’s love

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
LUKE

The Good News of the
gospel is intended for

all people

Jesus shows particular
concern for social outcasts,
women and the poor

Jesus’ parables emphasize the
importance of repentance and
reconciliation

The Holy Spirit
permeates Jesus’
ministry

Jesus
seeks
and
saves
the lost

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in

Jesus fulfills Old Testament
promises of a coming
Messiah and King

The kingdom of God operates
according to God’s values
rather than humanity’s

Jesus commands his disciples
to invest their treasures in
God’s kingdom rather than in
earthly possessions

Believers are salt and
light, spreading the
Good News throughout
the world

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

In history (c. 333 BC) God used Alexander the Great to deal convincingly with those who
opposed his will. Thus was the oracle in Zechariah 9 fulfilled. What lessons does that teach you
about God’s love and holiness? About the authority of God’s word spoken through prophets?
Where have you seen God active in violent world affairs?

What about Jesus stands out to you the most? His conception by the Holy Spirit and a virgin? His
humanity as a man who can relate to us? His deity as God’s only Son? His authority as an eternal
King? His mission as savior? Other?

God appeared to Zechariah, Mary and the shepherds when they were just being themselves. What
does that imply about what it means to be “spiritual”? How has God spoken to you in the ordinary
flow of life?

Jesus was called Immanuel (God with Us). How do you feel about viewing Jesus as a role model?
Does his divine nature make him feel too different from you or make Him the ultimate role
model?

What did I learn about human nature?

In Daniel 7, we are shown that God doesn’t always side with the strong or victorious (athletes,
candidates or military) but with the defeated, oppressed and exiled. How might this affect us in
our thinking about God? In our daily lives?

The bottom line for Daniel is that the royal power of the Most High God always triumphs over
the kingdoms of men. How is that evident for Daniel personally? For the kings and subjects he
treats? For the readers he comforts? For us?

In John 1, what motivated the disciples of John to follow Jesus? How would these first disciples
be accepted into leadership roles in a church today?

What do the star, the Magi, the gifts, the homage, the hostility and the prophecy teach about the
significance of Jesus in Matthew 2:1?

How did God use prophecy, dreams, faith and circumstances to guide Joseph? What can you
learn about faith and obedience from Joseph?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Are you doing any of the things targeted in Zechariah 9°s oracle for judgement: hoarding wealth?
Victimizing others? Trusting in your own strength? How has God dealt with you in this area?
Unlike the Syrians, Phoenicians, Philistines or Jebusites, what can you legitimately take pride in
that is of eternal value, knowing that it will never be taken away?

What aspects of God move you to pray? Why? Who do you pray for most frequently? What
prayer agenda does Daniel 9 suggest?

If an angel today were to reveal God’s plan for your life (as with both Elizabeth and Mary), what
would you do? Ask a lot of questions? Wonder if you had any say about it? Rejoice that God
could use you? Worry about your ability to do it? Run away scared? Gladly obey? Other?

In Luke 2:34 we are told that Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. How might God want you to
“bless™ a person in your life?

In your journey toward God, how are you like the Magi? Unlike them? Have you had to leave
anything to follow Jesus? What is the gold, incense and myrrh in your life?
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We read the Good News of the gospel through the eyes of his disciples: Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. We hear Jesus’ teachings, hear about his ministry, miracles, and healings, and see
how Jesus relates with people. We see Jesus reaching out to the outcast, serving the undesirable,
and turning the understandings of the law by the Pharisees upside down. We see prophesies of
the Old Testament fulfilled through the life and works of Jesus. These historical accounts
reflect the unique perspective of each apostle. Matthew offers proof of Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah. Mark paints a compelling portrait of Jesus serving others. Luke reflects on
Jesus’ compassion for those in need of healing and caring. John directs his words to the gentiles
and speaks not only of Jesus’ divine nature, but also speaks of Jesus” humanity—being hungry,
tired, compassionate and sad. Through these Synoptic Gospels we learn about how Jesus lived
and are provided a model for living our own lives within God’s kingdom.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline
Day 1: MT 2:22-23; LK 2:29-52; MT 3: 1-12; Return to Nazareth (Day 1)

MK 1:1-8; LK 3:1-18; JN 1:19-28 Jesus Visits the Temple (Day 1)
Day 2: MT 3:13-17; MK 1:9-11; LK 3:21-22; John the Baptist (Day 1)

JN 1:29-34; LK 3:23-38; MT 4:1-11; Baptism of Jesus (Day 2)

MK 1:12-13; LK 4:1-13

Day 3: IN 1:35 — 3:36 Genealogy of Jesus (Day 2)

Day 4: N 4:1-45; MT 4:12-22; MK 1:14-20: Temptation of Jesus (Day 2)
LK 4:14-30 Beginning of Public Ministry (Day 3)
Day 5: MK 1:21-28; LK 4:31-37; MT 8:14-17,; Through Samaria to Galilee (Day 4)
MK 1:29-34; LK 4:38-41; MT 4:23-25; Teaching with Authority (Day 5)

MK 1:35-39; LK 4:42-5:11; MT 8:1-4;
MK 1:40-45; LK 5:12- 16
Day 6: MT 9:1-17; MK 2:1-22; LK 5:17-39;
MT 12:1-14; MK 2:23-3:6; LK 6:1-11
Day 7. MT 12:15-21; MK 3:7-19; LK 6:12-19;
MT 5:1-48; LK 6:20-36

Departing Capernaum (Day 5)
Cleansing the Leper (Day 5)
Events in Capernaum (Day 6)
Lord of the Sabbath (Day 6)
Jesus’ Followers (Day 7)
Sermon on the Mount (Day 7)

EPOCH 8
(37 BC— AD 30)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Jesus Herod Bethlehem  Jerusalem Kingdom of God  Repent
Magi Joseph Egypt Judea Baptism. Pr_ea(_:hing
Mary Archelaus Galilee Nazareth Tem|_otat|on Dlsc!ples
John the Baptist Holy Spirit || Jordan River Capernaum || Healno peatituces
The Devil Peter Bethsaida  Cana Te:chi(;no ews PrZSZ‘?
Andrew James Samaria Fasting ) Sab)é)ath
John Pharisees Blessings Judgment
Levi Philip Love The Word
Bartholomew Matthew Grace Truth
Thomas Thaddaeus Lamb of God Life
Simon Zealot  Judas Messiah Miracles
Judas Iscarot Nathanael

Simeon Angels

Shepherds Anna

Pontius Pilate  Nicodemus

Key Verses
Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near [MT 3:1]

At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am
well pleased.[MT 3:16-17]

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” [MT 4:19]
“Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” [LK 2:10]

| baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals
| am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. [LK 3:16]

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. [JN 1:1]

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. [JN 1:14]

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. [JN 3:16]

EPOCH 8
(37 BC—AD 30)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mt2: Wise men came from the east to worship the child. King Herod ordered that all the baby
boys be killed. An angel warned Joseph to flee.

Mt3: John the Baptist was preaching, "Repent, the kingdom is near!" Jesus was baptised by
John. A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son."

Mt4: Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. He called Peter, Andrew, James and John to
follow him. He preached and healed the sick.

Mt5: Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart. | have come to fulfil the law. Whoever is angry
will be judged. I say, love your enemies."

M18: Jesus cleansed a leper. He healed the servant of a centurion who had faith. He calmed a
storm at sea and cast demons out of two men.

Mt9: Jesus healed a paralytic. Many sinners came to eat with him. He raised a girl to life and
healed two blind men. The crowds marveled.

Mt12: The Pharisees opposed Jesus when he healed on the Sabbath. He said, "A tree is known
by its fruit. The sign of Jonah will be given."”

Mk1: Jesus was baptised by John. He called Simon, Andrew, James and John to follow him. He
preached and cast out demons. He healed a leper.

Mk2: Many gathered at the house. Jesus forgave a paralytic his sins and healed him. He was
questioned about fasting and keeping the Sabbath.

Mk3: Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath. Great crowds followed him. He appointed twelve
apostles. He said, "Whoever obeys God is my family."

Lk2: Mary gave birth in Bethlehem. Angels sent shepherds to see the child. Jesus was presented
at the temple. He grew in wisdom and stature.

Lk3: John came from the wilderness preaching repentance. Jesus was baptised. He was son of
David, son of Abraham, son of Adam, son of God.

Lk4: Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. In the synagogue he read out, "The Spirit of
the Lord is on me." He healed all the sick.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Lk5: Simon, James and John left everything and followed Jesus. Jesus forgave and healed a
paralytic. The Pharisees asked him about fasting.

Lk6: Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath. He chose twelve apostles. He said, "Blessed are the
poor. Love your enemies. Hear and do my words."

Jnl: The Word of God became flesh and dwelt with us. John the Baptist bore witness to him.
Andrew told Simon Peter and they followed Jesus.

Jn2: Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding. He drove money-changers from the temple. He
said, "Destroy this temple and I will raise it."

Jn3: Jesus told Nicodemus, "Be born again. Whoever believes in the Son will have eternal life."
John the Baptist said, "He is above all."

Jn4: Jesus spoke with a Samaritan woman about her husbands. She said, "Can this be the
Christ?" Many believed. He healed an official's son.
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Book Author Where When Why
(Gospel) Written
Matthew Matthew Judea c. AD 60 To show Jesus as the Son of
(Levi) David, the kingly Messiah who
fulfills prophecy.

Mark John Mark Rome c. AD 50 To show Jesus as the Suffering
Son of Man sent to serve and
not be served.

Luke Luke (the Caesarea c. AD 60-62 | To show Jesus as the Savior of

physician) the World who has compassion
for all human beings.

John John (the Asia Minor c. AD 85-95 | To show Jesus as the Son of

beloved) God, the Word made flesh,

who provides eternal life for all
who believe in him.
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Big Ideas in

" Jesus is the Son of God who
. has the power to forgive sin

Jesus has authority over
the Sabbath, demons,
nature, the law, the temple
and the kingdom of God

Jesus does not worry about
physically defiling himself by
touching sick and lame people;
he is incredibly compassionate
and accessible

Jesus’ ministry to Gentiles
demonstrates he is the
Savior of all who receive him

Jesus seeks to
serve others

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Who Is Jesus Christ?

Many people think Jesus Christ was simply a great teacher.

But Christians believe he was far more than a mere human being.
His death and resurrection radically changed the course of history.
Christ’s love allows people to enter into a true and meaningful
relationship with God the Father.

JesusIs . ..

FULLY HUMAN SINLESS

W He was born as a human baby B He did not sin, even

B He endured the pains and when tempted
temptations of humanity W He was undeserving of
W He suffered a Rhysical and punishment and death
humiliating deat! Matt. 4:1-11; Heb. 4:15

Mark 1:12-13; Luke 2:1-21; Phil. 2:5-8

THE SAVIOR

B Though sinless, he chose to die and
receive humanity's punishment for their

sin, in order to save them

W Through his resurrection, he conquered
death an% sin, Satan and hell

W He promises eternal life to those who
believe in him

Luke 24:5-7; John 3:16,36; 5:24; I1:25; Heb. 9:14

THE LAST ADAM

W He provides forgiveness and new life,
abolishing the sin and death that Adam
brought upon humanity

Gen. 3; Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-22,45-49

THE HIGH PRIEST

m He directly connects people to God
W He was the perfect, sinless, ultimate sacrifice for sin; no
other sacrifice or priest is needed for forgiveness from God
Heb. 3:1; 4:14-15; 7.24-27

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Week 40 - 10 Weeks to Go

The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:21—7:23
Conventional Wisdom vs. Jesus’ Wisdom 1

Conventional Wisdom

Don’t murder

Don’t commit adultery

A man who divorces his wife must
give her a certificate of divorce

Don’t break oaths

Give an eye for an eye, a tooth for
a tooth

Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy

Give to the needy publicly

Pray wordy prayers in order
to gain attention

Fast in public

Store up treasure on earth

Worry in order to solve problems

Concentrate on the sins of others

The majority is always right

Believe and teach what you want as
long as you love God

Jesus’ Wisdom A

Don’t be angry with others
5:21-22

Don't lust U
5:27-28 G

Divorce is only valid in cases of
sexual immorality
5:31-32

Don’t make oaths; yes or no
should suffice
5:33-37

Don't resist an evil person;
turn the other cheek
5:38-42

Love your enemies
5:43-47

Give to the needy in secret
6:14

Pray humbly, in secret
6:5-8

Fast in secret

6:16-18

Accumulate treasures in heaven
6:19-21

Don’t worry; seek God’s kingdom first

6:25-34

Deal with your own sin before
focusing on the sins of others
7:1-5

The majority won't make it
into heaven
7:13-14,21-23

Watch out for false prophets and
obey God
7:15-23

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

What did John the Baptist mean by calling Jesus the “Lamb of God” and the “Son of God”? Of
the various titles for Jesus (the Word, the Light, the Christ, the Lamb of God, the Son of God)
which means the most to you? Why?

Read John 3:16-18. What stands out to you about God? About what he wants to do? About how a
person is condemned?

In John 4:1-45, Jesus talks with the Samaritan woman. What aspects of Jesus’ conversation could
you use as a model for your own discussions with searching friends? What are we all constantly
“thristing” for?

Under what circumstances was Jesus tempted (Luke 4:1-13)? After a spiritual high? At a weak
moment? At a new stage in life? In each temptation, what was its appeal? Its price? How does
Jesus resist them? How does Satan’s use of Scripture differ from the way Jesus uses it? Why were
the temptations directed at Jesus immediately after he was affirmed by God at his baptism?

Read Luke 4:18-19. What is Jesus’ fivefold mission? If all five areas of Jesus’ mission are to be
carried on by the church as a whole, which area of concern do yu give priority to and which do
you tend to neglect?

What did | learn about human nature?

When Jesus stayed in the temple it took awhile for Mary and Joseph to realize he had been left
behind. What insight do you get from this story about young Jesus? Why do you think Luke
included the story in his gospel?

What is radical about John the Baptist’s message? What does the “root” and the “Fruit” in LK 3:9
signify? Is John advocating social upheaval or inner transformation? Is he preaching or
meddling? Why would people want to listen to what John the Baptist was preaching?

What is significant about the story of Jesus talking to the woman at the well taking place in
Samaria? What is significant about Jesus choosing this woan as the first person to whom he
revealed himself?

In Luke 4:14-30, Jesus is rejected in Nazareth. Why did people in Nazareth have a problem
accepting Jesus? Why do you think Jesus didn’t perform a miracle in Nazareth?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Who are the Gentiles (Luke 2:32) that God desires you to care for?

How do you maintain a balance between daily responsibilities and serving God? How do you
integrate the two?

Who in your life has been a “John the Baptist” in leading you to Christ and “making straight the
way for the Lord”?

What does baptism mean to you? What about baptism with the Holy Spirit?

Which one of the disciples are you most like when it comes to following Jesus? Andrew and
Philip by spreading the news? Peter as a hew creation? Nathanael who moves from doubt to
strong belief?
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We continue learning about Jesus’ ministry and how he proclaims the good news of the
kingdom of God. His teachings clarify the law and teach us how to enter into God’s kingdom.
He ministers to and trains selected people from among the huge numbers of people who
respond to him and his work. God’s personhood in Jesus gives us personal knowledge of God
and fellowship with him that had never been known before. He calls people to be his disciples,
asking for complete faith in him for everything. In the readings from this week, we continue to
learn of Jesus’ preaching, healing, teaching, and miracles. Jesus taught values, he explained the
true intent of Old Testament law, he emphasized the personal nature of a relationship with God,
he taught about personal priorities and the importance of placing our trust in God, he taught us
how to approach God in prayer, and taught about life-building. He was recognized as being
different from other teachers — he taught as if he spoke with God’s own authority. He was a
consummate storyteller and used parables to teach and emphasize his message. The miracles
Jesus performed demonstrated his authority over nature, demons, sickness, death and his
authority to forgive sin. In all Jesus did and said, he showed himself to have authority. And
much of what he had to say turned contemporary thinking of the Pharisees upside-down. His
followers are growing but the religious leaders grow increasingly threatened.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

Day 1: MT 6:1-34; LK 11:1-4; 12:22-34; Unassuming Godliness (Day 1)
MT 7:1-29; LK 6:37-49, 11:5-13 Doing the Will of God (Day 1)

Day 2: MT 8:5-13; LK 7:1-17; JN 4:46-54 In Capernaum and Nain (Day 2)

Day 3: MT 11:2-19; LK 7:18-50 Jesus Allays John’s Doubts (Day 3)

Day 4: MT 12:22-50; MK 3:20-35; LT .
LK 11:14-36, 8:19-21, MT 13:1-52; Anointing in Galilee (Day 3)

MK 4:1-34: LK 8:1-18; LK 13:18-21 Jesus and Beelzebul (Day 4)
Day 5: MT 8:23-34; MK 4:35-5:20; LK 8:22-39 Parables by the Sea (Day 4)
Day 6: MT 9:18-34; MK 5:21-43; LK 8:40-56; Crossing to the East Shore (Day 5)
MT 13:53-58; MK 6:1-6; JN 5:1-47 Returning to the West Shore (Day 6)
Day 7: MT 9:35-11:1; MK 6:7-13; LK 9:1-6; Rejection at Nazareth (Day 6)

MT 14:1-12; MK 6:14-29;

Jesus’ Second Visit to Jerusalem (Day 6)
LK 3:19-20, 9:7-9

Mission of the Twelve (Day 7)
Death of John the Baptist (Day 7)

EPOCH 8
(37 BC—AD 30)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Jesus Pharisees Capernaum  Nain Miracles Faith
Apostles Sadducees || Galilee Cana Prayer Prophet
Centurion Simon Judea Jerusalem TheLaw —Son of Man
John the Baptist Demons Gardarenes  Bethesda Blessed Holy Spirit
Jesus® family Legion Pa_lrables The Sabbath

i . Kingdom of Heaven

Jairus The S|_ck Kingdom of God
Harod Herodias Day of Judgment
Key Verses

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. [MT 12:30]

If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that
house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.
[MK 30: 24-26]

See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. [LK 11:35]

“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it
was completely calm. [MT 8:26]

Daughter, you faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering. [MK 5:34]

A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his relatives and in his own home.
[MK 6:4]

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will
not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” [JN 5:24]

“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.” [MT 9:37]

“The kingdom of heaven has come near.” [MT 10:7]

EPOCH 8
(37 BC— AD 30)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mt6: "Do your good deeds in secret. Pray, 'Father, your kingdom come.' You cannot serve God
and money. Do not be anxious about your life."

Lk11: Jesus said, "Pray, 'Father, your kingdom come.' Seek and you will find. Only the sign of
Jonah will be given. Woe to you Pharisees!"

Lk12: Jesus said, "Even the hairs of your head are numbered. Sell your possessions. Be ready
for the Son of Man. | came to bring division."

Mt7: "Do not judge others. Do to others what you would have them do to you. Whoever obeys
is like a man who built his house on the rock."

LKk6: Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath. He chose twelve apostles. He said, "Blessed are the
poor. Love your enemies. Hear and do my words."

Mt8: Jesus cleansed a leper. He healed the servant of a centurion who had faith. He calmed a
storm at sea and cast demons out of two men.

LK7: Jesus healed a centurion’s servant and raised a widow's son. John sent messengers to
Jesus. A woman washed Jesus' feet with her tears.

Jn4: Jesus spoke with a Samaritan woman about her husbands. She said, "Can this be the
Christ?" Many believed. He healed an official’s son.

Mt11: John sent word from prison. Jesus said, "John the Baptist is Elijah." Jesus denounced the
cities and said, "Come, my burden is light."

Mt12: The Pharisees opposed Jesus when he healed on the Sabbath. He said, "A tree is known
by its fruit. The sign of Jonah will be given.”

Mk3: Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath. Great crowds followed him. He appointed twelve
apostles. He said, "Whoever obeys God is my family."

Lk8: Jesus told a parable about a sower. He explained it to his disciples. He calmed a storm,
delivered a man and healed Jairus' daughter.

Mt13: Jesus gave a parable about a sower. He told the disciples, "Seeing they do not see.” He
said, "The kingdom is like hidden treasure."
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mk4: Jesus taught a parable about a sower and many others. He explained everything to the
disciples. In the boat he calmed a great storm.

Lk13: Jesus said, "Repent or you will perish.” He healed a woman on the Sabbath. He said,
"Seek the narrow door. | must go on to Jerusalem."

Mt9: Jesus healed a paralytic. Many sinners came to eat with him. He raised a girl to life and
healed two blind men. The crowds marveled.

MK5: Jesus delivered a man of many demons. They entered a herd of pigs. He healed a woman
with a hemorrhage and raised Jairus' daughter.

Mk6: He sent the twelve out to preach. Herod executed John the Baptist. Jesus fed 5,000 men.
He came to the disciples walking on the sea.

Jn5: Jesus healed a man at Bethesda. He said, "The Son only does what he sees the Father
doing. My works and the Scriptures bear witness."

Lk9: Jesus sent out the twelve. He fed 5,000 men. Peter said, "You are the Christ." Jesus said,
"Take up your cross." He was transfigured.

Mt14: Herod had John the Baptist killed. Jesus fed 5,000 men with five loaves and two fish.
Jesus came to the disciples walking on the sea.

Lk3: John came from the wilderness preaching repentance. Jesus was baptised. He was son of
David, son of Abraham, son of Adam, son of God.
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New Testament Political Rulers

Roman Emperor Rulers of Palestine
Herod the Great (37-4 8C))
Judea Galilee and Perea Other Provinces
Augustus Caesar Archelaus Herod Antipas Herod Philip I
(318C-AD 14) (4BC-AD 6) (4BC-AD 39) (48C-AD. 34)
Coponius
(A D.6-8)
Ambivius
(AD 9-12)
Annius Rufus
(AD 12-15)
Tiberius Caesar Valerius Gratus
(A.D 14-37) (A D 15-26)
Pontius Pilate
(AD. 26-36)
Caligula Marcellus
(AD. 37-41) (aD 37)
Herod Agrippa |
(A D 37-44)
Claudius Cuspius Fadus
(A.D 41-54) (A D 44-46)
Tiberius Alexander
(A D 46-48)
Ventidius 4(821-1212anus
(D )
y Herod Agrippa |l
M (AA'E‘)'°5"5‘{SGS§’"" (Began to rule in A D34 in other provinces
Neid Porcis Fasha and in AD 39 in Galilee and Perea.)
(A D 54-68) (A D 60-62)
Clodius Albinus
(AD 62-64)
ol Gessius Florus
Galbo, Otho, Vitellius
(AD 68-69) (A D 64-66)
Vespasian Jewish Revoit (A D 66-70)
(A D.69-79)
Titus
(A.D 79-81)
Domitian
(A D 81-96)
i
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The Life of Jesus

of ministry: Baptized
and tempted in southern Palestine
(Mark 1:9-13); turned water into
wine at Cana of Galilee (John
2:1-12); launched His ministry
with public proclamation in the
synagogue at Nazareth (Luke
4:16-23); taught and healed
around

(Matt. 4:23-25).
Early ministry in Galilee: Delivered

< Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5—7); /
| raised widow’s son at Nain (Luke
| 7:11-17); healed demoniac at Gadara

(Luke 8:26-39); rejected by His
e at Nazareth
(Matt. 13:53-58).

|| Later ministry in central and southern
3| Palestine: Healed ten lepers at
‘ Samaria (Luke 17:11-19); raised
Lazarus from the dead in Bethany
(John 11:38-44); arrested, crucified,

and resurrected in Jerusalem
(Mark 14—16).

J
ORDANTRIVER

Jerusalem ¢
L]

, Bethany

Bethlehem

s

Birth and boyhood: Born at Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7);
taken to Egypt to escape Herod's threat (Matt. 2:13-15);
grew up at Nazareth in Galilee (Matt. 2:19-23); visited

the temple in Jerusalem at age 12 (Luke 2:41-50).

TO EGYPT I
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The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4

Jesus’ disciples had seen him pray many times. They must have made the connection between
Jesus’ intense prayer life and the power he showed in every aspect of life. Finally, one disciple
asked Jesus to teach them how to pray. Jesus gave them a simple, yet powerful, prayer that has
come to be known as “The Lord’s Prayer.” This prayer reveals God’’s attributes (characteristics)
and includes seven petitions. The two main sections of the prayer divide with the words “your”
and “us.” The first part centers on God. Only by focusing on the patient, loving Father can we
find the attitude that puts our own needs in perspective. The second part focuses on our needs —
body, soul and spirit — and the needs of others.

from the evil one.

Petition The Prayer God’s Attribute Meaning
Our Father in Fatherly love God is a loving, compassionate Father
heaven who gives life, provides for, and
protects those who trust him.

1 Hallowed by your | Holiness To hallow means to make holy. To

name hallow God’s name means to honor it
as holy and sacred, real and powerful.
. 2 Your kingdom Sovereignty God has supreme power and authority
3 come over everything in heaven and earth
> 3 Your will be done, | Authority God’s perfect will is always being
onearthasitisin done in heaven. But on earth, human
heaven free will results in evil. We ask that
God’s will would take place on earth.

4 Give us today our | Providence God is able to provide for all our

daily bread needs. The Greek word for bread
represents not just food, but every
physical thing we need.

5 And forgive us our | Mercy We ask God to forgive the wrong we
debts, as we also have done. God will forgive us only as
have forgiven our much as we forgive those who have
debtors injured us. God is merciful and he

o expects us to be also.
> 6 An lead us not into | Protection We pray for protection from all the
temptation things that trip us up and undo us. The
Holy Spirit gives us strength to
withstand temptation.
7 But deliver us Deliverance God’s deliverance from enemies is a

legitimate concern. We can be
confident in our prayers for
deliverance because we are more than
conquerors through Christ.

Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps & Time Lines, Rose Publishing
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' Teachings of Jesus in

Number of verses for each topic

52 Money and treasure

323\t

and judgment 44"‘ i and family

717 ' 34 Jesus' death and munteﬂon

25 Deity of Jesus

w Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Jesus’ Ministry 10-16 JUL 2018

MT 6-9, 11-14; MK 3-6; LK 4, 6-9, 11-12,19-21; JN 4-5 Week 41 - 9 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Jesus’ Ministry 10-16 JUL 2018

MT 6-9, 11-14; MK 3-6; LK 4, 6-9, 11-12,19-21; JN 4-5 Week 41 - 9 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

What teaching from the Sermon on the Mount has been the most meaningful to you? Most
challenging? Most comforting?

In the parable of the wise and foolish builders (MT 7:24-29), what is Jesus promising those who
are willing to live by his words?

In MK 6:45-53, Jesus walks on water. Who is Jesus revealing himself to be? How do the
disciples respond when he walks on water?

Jesus told the Pharisees that fulfilling human traditions can interfere with obeying the commands
of God. What did he mean? What religious traditions might stand in the way of your efforts to
obey God?

Why does Jesus use parables? How are the parables used so that the Apostles can better
understand what is happening in their ministry?

What did I learn about human nature?

In our society, how is success generally measured? From what sources do you feel pressured to
meet this standard? What alternatives does Jesus propose with respect to treasures (MT 6:19-21),
desires (MT 6:22-23), and masters (MT 6:24)?

In MT 8, both the leper and the centurion were outcasts from the Jews perspective. Who are the
outcasts in our community? How do these stories model the way we might relate to them?

In MT 9:18-23, the ruler and the woman were desperate. What is the relationship between
desperation and faith? What does the story encourage us to do when we face desperate situations?
In the story of Jesus being anointed by a sinful woman (LK 7:36-50), what is your impression of
Simon? Of the woman? What is Jesus’ main concern? What is Simon’s main concern? What does
Jesus see in the woman that Simon does not?

Read LK 12:22-34 [Do Not Worry] and LK 12:13-21 [Parable of the Rich Fool]. What does
Jesus teach here about seeking the kingdom of God?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

In praying, what do you find to be your biggest challenge? What do you do to prepare yourself
for prayer? What concerns occupy most of your time in prayer: Praise? Confession? Petition?
Being totally honest, what is the foundation you most depend on? Your abilities? Your resources?
Other people? Faith in Christ?

What motivates you to seek Jesus? What does it mean to you to be “with him”? To be “sent out”
by him?

In MK 4:35-41, Jesus needs to be awakened in the storm. How do you react to Jesus when he
seems to be asleep in your life? How has Jesus helped during storms in your life?

When, if ever, have you felt tension between obeying religious principles and helping people?
What causes that tension? What relieves it? As you follow Jesus, are you more free to love others
or becoming more constrained by religious rules?



Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9

17- 23 JUL 2018

Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

The gospels contain many accounts of miracles that Jesus performed. These miracles made it
clear that Jesus was a messenger from God. Even more significantly, the healing miracles that
Jesus performed had never been done before and the Old Testament identified them as miracles
that would be done by the promised Messiah. The miracles of Jesus were evidence of his
authority — as God’s spokesman, as Messiah and as God the Son! They showed his power over
sickness, demons, and the forces of nature. These miracles aroused the opposition of the
Pharisees, who accused Jesus of drawing on Satan’s power. As their opposition to Jesus
hardened, the religious leaders challenged him and tried to undermine his appeal to the people.

In addition to miracles we see in these reading how Jesus instructed his disciples. Jesus taught
his disciples what it would mean to follow him and spoke of his coming crucifixion. Jesus
taught that God loves sinners and searches for them — in stark contrast to the Pharisees who
self-righteously hated sinners. He taught compassion and mercy in his interactions with the
faithful. We begin to see the call we, as disciples, have to serve others — just as Jesus served.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1151-1181)

Day 1: MT 14:13-21; MK 6:30-44; LK 9:10-17,
JN 6:1-15; MT 14:22-33; MK 6:45-52;
JN 6:16-21; MT 14:34-36; MK 6:53-56;
JN 6:22-71

Day 2: MT 15:1-20; MK 7:1-23; MT 15:21-31;
MK 7:24-37; MT 15:32-39; MK 8:1-10

Day 3: MT 16:1-12; MK 8:11-26; MT 16:13-28;
MK 8:27-9:1; LK 9:18-27; MT 17:1-13;
MK 9:2-13; LK 9:28-36

Day 4: MT 17:14-23; MK 9:14-32; LK 9:37-45;
MT 17:24-18:9; MK 9:33-50;
LK 9:46-50

Day 5. JN 7:1-8:59

Day 6: JN 9:1-10:21; MT 8:18-22; LK 9:51-62

Day 7: MT 11:20-30; LK 10:1-42; 11:37-12:12

Outline

Feeding the 5,000 (Day 1)

Walking on Water (Day 1)

Popularity at Gennesaret and Capernaum (Day 1)
Controversy over Traditions (Day 2)

Ministry in Gentile Regions (Day 2)

Feeding the 4,000 (Day 2)

Teaching About the Pharisees (Day 3)

The Christ and His Disciples (Day 3)

The Transfiguration (Day 3)

Faithless Generation (Day 4)

Being Christ’s Disciple (Day 4)

Attending the Festival of Tabernacles (Day 5)
Forgiving an Adulteress (Day 5)

Discussions with the Pharisees (Day 5)

Healing the Man Born Blind (Day 6)

Jesus, the Good Shepherd (Day 6)

Through Samaria Toward Jerusalem (Day 6)
Mission of the 72 Disciples (Day 7)
Compassion and Mercy from a Samaritan (Day 7)
Visiting in Bethany (Day 7)

Hypocrisy of the Lawyers and Pharisees (Day 7)

EPOCH 8
(37 BC— AD 30)




Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Jesus Apostles Bethsaida Sea of Galilee Disciples Miracle

Pharisees Sadducees Mountain Gennesaret Signs Prophet

Crowds Nicodemus Capernaum Tiberias Faith Healing

Disciples Martha Tyre Sidon Eternal life Bread of life

Mary Decapolis Dalmanutha Messiah Prayer
Cesarea Galilee Transfiguration ~ Son of Man
Jerusalem Judea Kingdom of God Demons
Mt of Olives  Pool of Siloam Light Darkness
Samaria Chorazin Parable Hypocrisy
Bethany

Key Verses

Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid (MK 6:50)

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and | will raise them up at the last
day...No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. Very
truly 1 tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. | am the bread of life. (JN 6:44-48)

“Why does this generation ask for a sign? Turly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.” (MK 8:12)

And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. (MT 16:18-19)

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have
in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” (MT 16:23)

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will
save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? (MK 8:35-36)

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (MT 17:5)
Everything is possible for one who believes (MK 9:23)

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. (MT 18:3)

“Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me. For it is the one who is the least among you all who is the greatest. (LK 9:48)

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life. (JN 8:12)

EPOCH 8

(37 BC— AD 30)




Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mt14: Herod had John the Baptist killed. Jesus fed 5,000 men with five loaves and two fish.
Jesus came to the disciples walking on the sea.

Mk6: He sent the twelve out to preach. Herod executed John the Baptist. Jesus fed 5,000 men.
He came to the disciples walking on the sea.

Lk9: Jesus sent out the twelve. He fed 5,000 men. Peter said, "You are the Christ." Jesus said,
"Take up your cross." He was transfigured.

Jn6: Jesus fed 5,000 men and walked across the sea. He said, "l am the bread of life. My flesh is
true food." Many disciples turned back.

Mt15: Jesus challenged the Pharisees about tradition. He healed a Canaanite woman's daughter.
He taught on the mountain and fed 4,000 men.

Mk7: The Pharisees questioned Jesus about tradition. He said, "Evil comes from within." He
delivered a Gentile girl and healed a deaf man.

Mk8: Jesus fed 4,000 people and healed a blind man. Peter said, "You are the Christ." Jesus
told them that he must be killed and rise again.

Mt16: Peter said, "You are the Christ." Jesus told them that he must be killed and be raised. He
said, "Take up your cross and follow me."

Mt17: Jesus took Peter, James and John and was transfigured. A voice said, "This is my son."
Jesus healed an epileptic. Peter paid the tax.

Mk9: Jesus took Peter, James and John and was transfigured. He healed an epileptic. The
disciples argued about which of them was greatest.

Jn7: Jesus went to the feast. The people said, "Is this the Christ?" The chief priests tried to
arrest him. He called out, "Come and drink."

Jn8: Jesus did not condemn a woman caught in adultery. The Pharisees questioned him. He
said, "If God were your Father you would love me."

Jn9: Jesus healed a blind man on the Sabbath. The Pharisees called the man and threw him out.
Jesus said, "'l came that the blind may see."



http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/14
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/9
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/15
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/7
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/16
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/17
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/9
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/7
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/9

Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Jn10: Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. | give my life for the sheep.” They asked, "Are you
the Christ?" He said, "My sheep follow me."

M18: Jesus cleansed a leper. He healed the servant of a centurion who had faith. He calmed a
storm at sea and cast demons out of two men.

Mt11: John sent word from prison. Jesus said, "John the Baptist is Elijah." Jesus denounced the
cities and said, "

Lk10: Jesus sent out the seventy-two. A lawyer asked, "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus said, "A
man was robbed. He was helped by a Samaritan. "Come, my burden is light."

Lk11: Jesus said, "Pray, 'Father, your kingdom come." Seek and you will find. Only the sign of
Jonah will be given. Woe to you Pharisees!"

Lk12: Jesus said, "Even the hairs of your head are numbered. Sell your possessions. Be ready
for the Son of Man. | came to bring division."”



http://www.biblesummary.info/john/10
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/8
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/11
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/10
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/11
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/12

Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

r{'"t"ll‘eachings of Jesus in

Number of verses for each topic
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52 Money and treasure

393 forgiveness :
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d judgment \ 7
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Spiritual life

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

The Seven
“I AM”
Statements

of Jesus
John 6-15

% 1.1 AM the bread of life
6:35,48

2. | AM the light of the
" world 8:12; 9:5
m 3. 1 AM the gate 10:7
4. | AM the good
" shepherd 10:11,14
5. 1 AM the resurrection
* and the life 11:25
6. | AM the way and the
" truth and the life 146

7. | AM the true vine
15:1,5
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Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Miracles, Compassion, and Discipleship 17- 23 JUL 2018

MT 8, 11, 14-17, 11-14; MK 6-9; LK 9-12; JN 6-9 Week 42 - 8 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

What insights about Jesus does the story of Jesus feeding the five thousand give you? How have
you seen Jesus stretch your resources beyond what could be imagined?

What helps stimulate your memory of God’s mercy? How helpful is it for you to hear the stories
of where God has worked in the lives of other Christians? Why?

How does the way Jesus treats the woman caught in adultery (John 7:53-8:11) exemplify “grace
and truth?” How does the way Jesus treated this woman help you face your sins? Jesus accepts
you “as is.” Does that free you to change or does it support your bad behavior? How so? What
can you learn from Jesus about helping a friend who has fallen?

How does it make you feel to think of God caring for you as the Good Shepherd?

In Luke 10: 22, Jesus says: “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows
who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” What does this verse tell you about those who claim to
know God without Christ?

What did I learn about human nature?

In the story of feeding the 5,000, how do you account for the differences in the way Jesus and the
disciples view the crowd? What did the disciples fail to see in the feeding of the 5,000 that could
have helped them when they saw Jesus walking on the water?

In John 6:60-71, we are told that many of Jesus’ disciples leave and no longer follow him. What
teaching do the followers find unacceptable (John 6:54-56)? Why do you think Peter and the
others decided to stay?

Why did the religious leaders want to kill Jesus?

When have you seen religious principles put ahead of love?

What do you feel about the harvest where you live? Are people ripe for the Gospel? What would
it take for you to be more involved in the harvest?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Where might God be leading you to step out of your comfort zone and walk in faith with him?
How are you stepping out of the boat and taking risks?

How would you have reacted if you saw Jesus walking on the water?

How does Jesus reveal himself to you today? Are you ever upset by what he says? Why? What
words of Jesus do you find hard for you to accept?

The three disciples who witnessed the transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) told no one at the time what
they had seen. When have you experienced God in an unusual way? What happened? Are you
comfortable sharing your story?

Have you ever been helped by a stranger? Who has been a Good Samaritan in your life? How can
you be a Good Samaritan to someone in heed? Why do you think Jesus told the story of the Good
Samaritan in response to the lawyer’s question “who is my neighbor”?



Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

As the controversy over Jesus grew, Christ began to teach in parables. He constructed his
teaching in such a way that those who had believed would understand and those who had
rejected, even though they heard, would not understand. The parables concerned the secrets of
the kingdom of heaven and described how God exercises his authority in our world. What Jesus
revealed in his parables were teachings that had not been specifically revealed in the Old
Testament. The Old Testament prophets pictured a visible kingdom of God on earth. Because
Israel rejected her Messiah King, God instead introduced an unexpected form of his kingdom,
which will exist until the Savior returns to earth. Jesus expects disciples to do God’s will, even
when that means denying something they would rather do. The life that the disciple finds is the
new life that Jesus gives to his followers — a life of love, joy and fulfillment — that lasts
eternally. Jesus taught his disciples to choose God’s will, to love each other and to serve others.
He taught that love for him would produce obedience and that disciples who obey him will live
fruitful, productive lives. The private instruction Jesus gave his disciples is recorded in
Scripture to guide Jesus’ followers today.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1182-1209)

Day 1:
Day 2:

Day 3:
Day 4.

Day 5:
Day 6:

Day 7:

LK 12:13-21, 12:35-59, 13:1-17;

LK 13:22-14:1-24

LK 14:25-35; MT 18:10-14; LK 15:1-32;
LK 16:1-31

MT 18:15-35; LK 17:1-18:14

MT 19:1-15; MK 10:1-16; LK 18:15-17;
MT 19:16-30; MK 10:17-31; LK 18:18-30
MT 20:1-16; JN 10:22-42; JN 11:1-57
MT 20:17-28; MK 10:32-45;

LK 18:31-34; MT 20:29-34;

MK 10:46-52; LK 18:35-19:27;

JN 12:1-11

MT 21:1-11; MK 11:1-11; LK 19:28-44;
JN 12:12-19; MT 21:12-17; MK 11:12-19;
LK 19:45-48

Outline
Earthly or Heavenly Treasure (Day 1)

Be Watchful for the Son of Man (Day 1)
Necessity of Repentance (Day 1)

Restoring a Deformed Body (Day 1)

Entry into the Kingdom (Day 1)

Meal with a Pharisee (Day 1)

Calling for Commitment (Day 2)

Parables of the Lost (Day 2)

Parables on Wealth (Day 2)

Guidelines for Disciples (Day 3)

Passing Through Samaria and Galilee (Day 3)
The Coming of the Kingdom (Day 3)
Parables on Prayer (Day 3)

Marriage, Divorce and Children (Day 4)
Riches and Discipleship (Day 4)

The Laborers in the Vineyard (Day 5)

At the Festival of Dedication (Day 5)

The Raising of Lazarus (Day 5)

Greatness and Discipleship (Day 6)
Through Jericho Toward Jerusalem (Day 6)
Returning to Bethany Before Passover (Day 6)
Sunday: The Triumphal Entry (Day 7)
Monday: Cleansing the Temple (Day 7)

EPOCH 8
(37 BC—AD 30)




Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go
Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Jesus Apostles Galilee Jerusalem Son of Man Faith
The crowds Pilate Samaria The Jordan Repentance Healing
Pharisees Lazarus Bethany Judea Sabbath Hypocrisy
Tax Collector ~ Children Jericho Bethphage Kingdom of God  Disciple
Martha Mary Gpod news Prayer

. . Divorce Messiah

Sanhedrm Cala'phas Hosanna Temple
Gentiles Bartimaeus Son of David
Zacchaeus
Key Verses

Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last. [LK 13:30]
Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear. [LK 14:35]

I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. [LK 15:7]

Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven [MT 18:18]

The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will people say, “Here it
is,” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst. [LK 17:20-21]

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never
enter it. [MK 10:15]

All things are possible with God [MK 10:27]
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” [JN 12:13]

“My house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it ‘a den of robbers’” [LK 19:46]

EPOCH 8

(37 BC—AD 30)




Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Lk12: Jesus said, "Even the hairs of your head are numbered. Sell your possessions. Be ready
for the Son of Man. | came to bring division."

Lk13: Jesus said, "Repent or you will perish.” He healed a woman on the Sabbath. He said,
"Seek the narrow door. | must go on to Jerusalem."

Lk14: Jesus said, "Choose the lowest place. A man gave a banquet but his guests made excuses.
To be my disciple you must carry your cross."

Mt18: Jesus said, "Become like children to enter the kingdom. A shepherd searches for the lost
sheep. Forgive seventy times seven times."

Lk15: Jesus said, "Heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. A son squandered his father's wealth.
He returned and his father called a feast.”

Lk16: "A shrewd manager reduced his master's bills before he was fired. Abraham would not
send Lazarus to comfort a rich man in Hades."

Lk17: Jesus said, "If your brother repents, forgive him." He healed ten lepers. He said, "In his
day the Son of Man will light up the sky."

Lk18: Jesus gave parables about prayer. He told a rich man to sell everything. He said, "The
Son of Man will be killed but he will rise.”

Mt19: Jesus was asked about divorce. He said, "Do not separate what God has joined." He told
a rich man, "Sell everything and follow me."”

MKk10: Jesus was questioned about divorce. He told a rich man to sell everything. He said, "The
first must be last." He healed Bartimaeus.

Mt20: "The kingdom is like a master paying wages." Jesus told the disciples, "The Son of Man
came to give his life as a ransom for many."

Jn10: Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. I give my life for the sheep.” They asked, "Are you
the Christ?" He said, "My sheep follow me."

Jnll: Lazarus died. Jesus went to the tomb and said, "Lazarus, come out." Lazarus came out.
The chief priests plotted to put Jesus to death.
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Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Lk19: Jesus ate with Zacchaeus. He told a parable about servants in the kingdom. He rode into
Jerusalem on a colt and wept over the city.

Jn12: Jesus rode into Jerusalem. The crowd shouted, "Hosanna!" He said, "The Son of Man
must be lifted up. | have come to save the world."

Mt21: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. He healed and taught in the temple. "A man sent
his son to his tenants, but they killed him."

MKk11: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. He drove the money-changers from the temple.
The elders asked, "Who gave you this authority?"
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24 - 30 JUL 2018

Parables and Teachings

Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12
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Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

Map L

TUESDAY Jesus’ Last Week

ML21:18-25:46; Mk.11:20-13:37; Lk.20:1-21:36
()

@ Mount of
Olives

Fort
Antonia

(Gethsemane

Sidchon Bethphage
« Valley

Herod's
Palace

House of
Caiaphas

-

Last ®
Supper

Siloam

e

1. Jesus leaves Bethany on Tuesday morning.

. The disciples realize the tree Jesus cursed the day before has withered.
(Mk.11:20)

. Jesus arrives at the temple.

. Priests question Jesus concerning his authority to behave the way he
had the day before when he cleared the temple. (Mt.21:23; Mk.11:27; Lk.20:1)

. Jesus teaches in the temple - Parable of the two sons (Mt 21:28), Parable
of the Tenants (Mt.21:33), Parable of the Wedding Banquet. (Mt 22:1).

. Pharisees & Herodians try to trap Jesus with a tax question. (Mt 22:15)

. Sadducees fry to trap Jesus conceming the resurrection. (Mt.22:23)

. Pharisees try to trap Jesus concerning the commandments. (vit 22:34)

. Jesus traps them all when he asks “Whose son is the Christ? (M. 22.41)

10. Jesus pronounces the seven woes on the religious leaders. (it 23)

11. Jesus watches the widow put in the two coins. (Mk.12:41Lk 21:1-4)

12. Jesus is leaving the temple when the disciples draw his attention to
the stones (Mt 24:1). Jesus says the temple will be destroyed. (Mt 24.2)
13. While Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives {X) the disciples come to
him for more details about the temple destruction, his retum and the
end. (Mt.24:2) Jesus answers in Matt. 23 & 24, Mark 11 & Luke 20 & 21.

Bethany ¢

oo~ n - M




Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts



Parables and Teachings 24 - 30 JUL 2018

MT 18-21; MK 10-11; LK 12-19; JN 10-12 Week 43 - 7 Weeks to Go

What did | learn about God?

According to Jesus, who will make it through the narrow door and who won’t [LK 13:30]? If God
loves people, why isn’’t the door wider? Who are the ones outside? In the end, do you think only
a few or many or all people will be saved? Why?

How does the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant [MT 18:23-35] extend Jesus’ teaching on
forgiveness? In refusing to be merciful to others, what do we deny ourselves? What have you
found helpful in forgiving those who have wronged you? How has God’s forgiveness affected
your life and your willingness to forgive?

Why do you think Jesus didn’t go immediately to help Lazurus when he was sick? He was afraid
he would be killed if he returned to Judea? He didn’t always do what people wanted? He was
waiting for the go-ahead from the Father? God would receive more glory if Jesus waited until
Lazurus died? Other?

What specific ways can you serve people using Jesus as your model? Jesus was always saying or
doing the unexpected. What has he told you that was unexpected?

In MT 21:12-17 Jesus visits the temple and overturned the tables of the sellers. Review lIsaiah
56:6-7. What upset Jesus so much about what he saw in the temple? Although the merchants
once performed a useful service for out-of-towners, how was it corrupted?

What did | learn about human nature?

How pervasive is the attitude, “Take life easy: eat, drink and be merry” in our society? How can
this attitude affect our relationship with God?

Why do you think all but one of the lepers failed to come back and thank Jesus? What was
significant about the leper who did return to thank Jesus? As a despised Samaritan he was more
grateful? The others received physical healing, but only he received salvation? His being a
Samaritan shows that Jesus came for all people? He provides an example for our attitude toward
Jesus?

From an employee’s viewpoint, how would you react to the landowner’s wage practices in the
parable of the workers in the vineyard [MT 20:1-16]? What does this parable say to you about
God and His kingdom?

Read JN 10:22-42. Given the meaning of the Feast of Hanukkah (when Jews remember their
deliverance during the Maccabean revolt (168-165 BC), what feelings about Rome’s authority
might surface among the crowds? How would Roman authorities prepare for this feast? What
might be the real intent of the Pharisees’ question in verse 24?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

What has God entrusted to you as his manager? If you knew that in 30 days God was going to be
inspecting your work, what would you do to get things ready for inspection?

What fruit do you want to be producing by this time next year?

How do you express your gratitude to Jesus?

In the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector, how would you have prayed? What accounts for
the different responses each has? Do you see your prayers more as those of the Pharisee or the
tax collector? How are you humble before God?

What has convinced you that Jesus is the Messiah? What difference does it make that Jesus is
God and not just a man? Would the promise of JN 10:28 mean much otherwise?



The Suffering Servant 31JUL - 6 AUG 2018

MT 21-26; MK 11-14; LK 20-22; JN 12-18 Week 44 - 6 Weeks to Go

During the last week of his life, Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. He entered
the city to wild acclaim, but within a few days he was arrested. In fulfillment of Zechariah’s
prophesy that Israel’s king would enter Jerusalem gentle and riding a donkey, the week begins
with Jesus entering Jerusalem on what we today call “Palm Sunday”. The temple leadership,
afraid of Jesus’ teaching, try to trap him, resulting in Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees and
Sadducees. But Jesus privately instructs his disciples about what to expect in the future. They
share a meal with Jesus (the Last Supper), even as Judas prepares to betray Jesus. Jesus prays in
Gethsemane — an olive grove that grew on a hill across the Kedron Valley from Jerusalem —
praying for restoration to full fellowship with his Father out of the spiritual death into which he
would enter to fully pay for the sin of sinners. Judas led a mob sent by the High Priest to arrest
Jesus. We see through these Gospel stories the life-changing message that God loves his people

and offers the gift of salvation to all. A gift provided by Jesus — the suffering servant.

Day 1:

Day 2:

Day 3:

Day 4:

Day 5:
Day 6:

Day 7:

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1209-1240)

MT 21:18-22; MK 11:20-26;

MT 21:23-32; MK 11:27-33; LK 20:1-8;
MT 21:33-22:14; MK12:1-12; LK 20:9-19
MT 22:15-22; MK 12:13-17;

LK 20:20-26; MT 22:23-33;

MK 12:18-27; LK 20:27-40;

MT 22:34-46; MK 12:28-37; LK 20:41-44
MT 23:1-39; MK 12:38-44;

LK 20:45-21:4; MT 24:1-35; MK 13:1-31;
LK 21:5-33

MT 24:36-25:46; MK 13:32-37;

LK 21:34-38; JN 12:20-50; MT 26:1-16;
MK 14:1-11; LK 22:1-6

MT 26:17-29; MK 14:12-25; LK 22:7-30;
JN 13:18-30; JN 13:1-17; 13:31-35

MT 26:30-35; MK 14:26-31; LK 22:31-
38; JN 13:36-38; JN 14:1-16:33

JN 17:1-26; MT 26:36-56; MK 14:32-52;
LK 22:39-53; JN 18:1-11

Outline

Tuesday: Faith and Forgiveness (Day 1)
Answering by Parables (Day 1)

Questioned by Pharisees and Herodians (Day 2)
Questioned by Sadducees (Day 2)

Questioned by a Scribe (Day 2)

Beware of the Teachers of the Law (Day 3)
Discourse on Mount of Olives (Day 3)
Parables from Mount of Olives (Day 4)
Discourse on His Own Death (Day 4)

Plot, Anointing, Betrayal (Day 4)

Thursday: Preparation for Last Supper (Day 5)
Jesus Washes the Disciples Feed (Day 5)
Warnings about Denial (Day 6)

Farewell Discourses with Disciples (Day 6)
Help from the Holy Spirit (Day 6)

Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer (Day 7)

Prayer and Arrest in Gethsemane (Day 7)

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Jesus Disciples The Temple Jerusalem Kingdom of God Good News
Chief Priests  Pharisees Mount of Olives  Bethany Authority Parables
Herodians Sadducees || Gethsemane Hypocrisy Passover
Caiaphas Simon Son of Man Holy Spirit

EPOCH 8
(37 BC— AD 30)
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MT 21-26; MK 11-14; LK 20-22; JN 12-18 Week 44 - 6 Weeks to Go

Key Verses
If you believe you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer. [MT 21:22]

Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. [LK 20:25]

“What is the greatest commandment in the law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.” [MT 12:29-31]

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which
look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean.
In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of
hypocrisy and wickedness. [MT 23: 27-28]

Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.
[MT 25:45]

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. [JN 12:23]

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
discuiples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. [MK 14:22-23]

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I
have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you. Very truly | tell you, no servant is
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these
things, you will be blessed if you do them. [IJN 13:12-17]

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. [JN 14:27]

Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. [JN 15:12-13]

Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. [JN 17:1]

My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless | drink it, may your will be done.
[MT 26:42]

Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. [MK 14:37-38]

The one | kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard. [MK 14:44]

EPOCH 8

(37 BC—AD 30)
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MT 21-26; MK 11-14; LK 20-22; JN 12-18 Week 44 - 6 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mt21: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. He healed and taught in the temple. "A man sent
his son to his tenants, but they killed him."

Mk11: Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. He drove the money-changers from the temple.
The elders asked, "Who gave you this authority?"

Lk20: The elders questioned Jesus' authority. Jesus said, "A man's tenants killed his son." So
they asked about taxes and the resurrection.

Mt22: Jesus said, "The kingdom is like a wedding." The Pharisees questioned him about the
law. He said, "Love God and love your neighbor."

Mk12: Jesus said, "A man's tenants killed his son." The Pharisees questioned him about the
law. He said, "Love God and love your neighbor."

Mt23: Jesus said, "The Pharisees preach but do not practice. You strain out a gnat but swallow a
camel. You kill and crucify the prophets."

Lk21: Jesus said, "The temple will be thrown down. Jerusalem will be trampled. The Son of
Man will come in glory. Stay awake at all times."

Mt24: Jesus said, "In the end there will be tribulation. Let those in Judea flee. The Son of Man
will come in glory. No one knows the day."

Mk13: Jesus said, "In the end you will be hated by all. Let those in Judea flee. The Son of Man
will come in glory. No one knows the day."

Mt25: "The kingdom is like virgins awaiting the bridegroom. A man entrusted talents to his
servants. The Son of Man will judge the nations."

Jn12: Jesus rode into Jerusalem. The crowd shouted, "Hosanna!" He said, "The Son of Man
must be lifted up. I have come to save the world."

Mt26: Jesus took Passover with his disciples. He prayed in agony in Gethsemane. Judas
betrayed Jesus to the chief priests. Peter denied him.

Mk14: Jesus took Passover with his disciples. He prayed in agony in Gethsemane. Judas
betrayed him to the chief priests. Peter denied him.
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MT 21-26; MK 11-14; LK 20-22; JN 12-18 Week 44 - 6 Weeks to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Lk22: Jesus took Passover with the disciples. He prayed at the Mount of Olives. Judas betrayed
him to the chief priests. Peter denied him.

Jn13: Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. He said, "One of you will betray me."” Judas left. Jesus
said, "Love each other as I have loved you."

Jnl4: "l am the way, the truth, and the life. I am in the Father and the Father in me. He will give
you the Holy Spirit. Do not be afraid.”

Jn15: "l am the vine, you are the branches. You are my friends if you do what | command. If
they persecuted me, they will persecute you."

Jn16: "The Spirit will convict the world of sin. He will guide you into all truth. Your sorrow
will turn to joy. | am going to the Father."

Jnl7: Jesus said, "Father, | have revealed your name to those you gave me. Sanctify them in the
truth. May all who believe in me be one.”

Jn18: Judas betrayed Jesus to the chief priests. Peter denied him. He was sent before Pilate.
Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world."”
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The Death and Resurrection of Jesus
[The Books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John]

Jesus™ last meal with His disciples was a Passover Seder.
During that meal Judas left to tell the Jewish religious
leaders where they could arrsst Jesus later. After Judas
left the room, Jesus performed the first commmion cere-
mony and amounced Hi impendmg death which He
said would fulfill Hs part of 2a Naw Covenant.

Jesus was arrested for the crime of claimmg to be God.
The Jewsh religious leaders held an illegal trial and
passed the death sentence.

Under Roman domination, the Jawish religious leaders
did not have the zutherity to carry out a death sentence,
therefore, an appeal was made to the Roman govemor of
Judea, Pontius Pilate.

Pilate questioned Jesus, declared Jesus to be imocent,
but ordered that Jesus be crucified to placate the Jewish
religious leaders.

Jesus was crucified but died prematurely = a result of
the crushing weight of the world’s s that He took upon
himself. At the moment of His death the curtam i the
Temple tore open from top to bottom.

Jesus” resurrection proved that Jesus was God. Jesus
walked the earth m His resurrection body for 40 days.
Over 500 paople saw Hm.

Covenant #5: The New Covenant

Jesus promsed right standimg before God md etemal life
to all who believe that He was God m the flesh and that
He died to pay the price for all sms.

Lieber, D. (15954). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presentad at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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The Suffering Servant 31JUL - 6 AUG 2018

MT 21-26; MK 11-14; LK 20-22; JN 12-18 Week 44 - 6 Weeks to Go

Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

In MT 21:18-22, we are told “if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was
done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and it
will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” What does God
mean by this? Could this promise be abused? How does the promise encourage you in prayer?
What is so insightful about Jesus’ response to the question about paying taxes to Caesar? If Jesus
had just said pay taxes how would the crowd react? If Jesus had said don’t pay taxes, how would
the rulers have responded? What do you give to Caesar? What do you give to God?

In LK 21:36, we are told “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all
that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” What does this
mean? How well does your life reflect this verse?

Why was it important to Jesus to have the “last supper” with his disciples? Why is the Lord’s
Supper important to believers?

As Jesus prays in the garden and is arrested, how would you compare Jesus’ attitudes and actions
with those of his disciples? His enemies? What impresses you most about Jesus?

What did | learn about human nature?

Why were the religious leaders in Jerusalem questioning Jesus’ authority? Why doesn’t Jesus
answer their questions directly? How does he cause the leaders’ trickery to backfire?

How does the parable of the tenants (MK 12:1-12) answer the question about Jesus’ authority?
How do you see people (and yourself) working in God’s vineyard?

Jesus accused the Pharisees as being hypocrites. How do people use religion to make themselves
look good?

What do you think motivated the widow to give all she had (MK 12:41-44)? What was Jesus
trying to teach the disciples? What does this parable say about what pleases God?

In JN 15:17-33, John talks about how difficult it is to change and transition. Both Jesus and the
world offer a form of peace, joy, and love. How have you experienced each of these? What is
different between the peace, joy and love of the world and of God?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

When have you been a bold witness for Christ? What happened? How did God give you insight
and wisdom?

In MK 12:25, Jesus says to forgive others when you are praying so the Father may forgive you.
Why is it so hard to forgive others? Why must you forgive before God forgives your sins?

Jesus says the greatest commandment is to Love the Lord Our God with all your heart, soul, mind
and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself. In the three possibilities of love relationships
(with God, neighbors and self) where are you the strongest? The weakest? How do you show
your love for God?

What does sharing in Communion mean to you?

Jesus came as one who serves, calling us to follow his example. In what area do you find it
hardest to be a servant? In LK 22:27, Jesus says, “For who is greater, the one who is at the table
or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But | am among you as one who
serves.” What does it mean to apply Jesus’ words about service in your family life? Work or
school relationship? Use of money? Why apply this principle in those areas? Why not?



Jesus Christ, Our Savior 713 AUG 2018

MT 26-28; MK 14-16; LK 22-24; JN 18-21; AC 1-5 Week 45 - 5 Weeks to Go

Within just a few days of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, Jesus will face death. The
Jewish leaders plot to kill him, but only Roman courts had the authority to impose a death
sentence. Charges of political crimes were made and, while Pilate saw through the subterfuge,
he finally gave in and had Jesus crucified. The Bible makes it clear that Jesus’ death on the
cross was always an essential element in God’s plan. The crucifixion was prophesied in the Old
Testament and Jesus informed his disciples beforehand of what would happen. The gospels give
a detailed account of the last days, as well as accounts of his resurrection. His resurrection can
be seen as God’s powerful and ultimate declaration that Jesus truly was and is the Son of God.
The first key to understanding Acts and the New Testament is that when Jesus returned to
heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to provide power for Christian living and Christian witness. The
book of Acts is the story of the works of the Holy Spirit in and through believers in Jesus.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1240-1271)

Day 1: MT 26:57-75; MK 14:53-72;
LK 22:54-71; JN 18:12-27

Day 2: MT 27:1-26; MK 15:1-15; LK 23:1-25;
JN 18:28-40

Day 3: MT 27:27-31; MK 15:16-20; JN 19:1-16;
MT 27:32-56; MK 15:21-41;
LK 23:26-49; JN 19:17-37

Day 4: MT 27:57-66; MK 15:42-47; LK 23:50-
56; JN 19:38-42; MT 28:1-8; MK 16:1-8;
LK 24:1—12; JN 20:1-13; MT 28:9-15;
MK 16:9-11; JN 20:14-18

Day 5: MK 16:12, 13; LK 24:13-49; JN 20:19-31;
MT 28:16-20; MK 16:14-18; JN 21:1-25;
MK 16:19, 20; LK 24:50-53

Day 6: AC 1:1-2:47

Day 7: AC 3:1-5:42

Outline
Jesus’ Trial Before the Sanhedrin (Day 1)

Friday : Before Pilate the Governor (Day 2)
Sentenced to Crucifixion (Day 3)
Crucifixion at Golgotha (Day 3)

Burial of Jesus (Day 4)

Sunday: Morning at the Tomb (Day 4)
Early Resurrection Appearances (Day 4)
Appearances in Judea (Day 5)

Later Appearances in Galilee (Day 5)

Jesus Ascends from Mount of Olives (Day 5)
The Ascension (Day 6)

Pentecost (Day 6)

The Early Christians in Jerusalem (Day 7)

Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Jesus Caiaphas Jerusalem Messiah
The Apostles Sanhedrin Golgotha Denial
High Priests Guards Galilee Crucifixion
Annas Pilate Bethany Holy Spirit
Pilate’s wife Barabbas Road to Emmaus Ascension
Soldiers Simon Mount of Olives E(;Ikt)i\évr?\hlp
Mary I\_/Iagdalene Mary Dispcipleship
Centurion Joseph Evangelism
Nicodemus Cleopas Persecution
Disciples Justus

Mattias Ananias

Sapphira Gamaliel

EPOCH 8
(37 BC—AD 30)
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Key Verse
Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three time. [MT 26:75]

They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, and they used them to
buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me. [MT 27:9-10]

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that
instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent
of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”” All the people answered, “His blood is on us
and on our children.” [MT 27:23-26]

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by
the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” [JN 18:36]

We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. [JN 19:15]

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)
[MT 27 46]

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” [LK 23:33]
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” [LK 23:46]

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples.” [MT 28:5-7]

“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feel. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see T have.” [LK 24:38-39]

“Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” [JN 20:29]

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name. [JN 20:30-31]

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I am with you always to the very end of the
age.” [MT 28:19-20]

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with “the Holy Spirit.”
[ACTS 1:4-5]

It is not for vou to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. [ACTS 1:71

EPOCH 8

(37 BC— AD 30)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Mt26: Jesus took Passover with his disciples. He prayed in agony in Gethsemane. Judas
betrayed Jesus to the chief priests. Peter denied him.

Mk14: Jesus took Passover with his disciples. He prayed in agony in Gethsemane. Judas
betrayed him to the chief priests. Peter denied him.

Lk22: Jesus took Passover with the disciples. He prayed at the Mount of Olives. Judas betrayed
him to the chief priests. Peter denied him.

Jn18: Judas betrayed Jesus to the chief priests. Peter denied him. He was sent before Pilate.
Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world."

Mt27: Jesus was handed over to Pilate. The crowd said, "Crucify him!" He was mocked and
crucified. Darkness fell and he gave up his spirit.

MKk15: Jesus was handed over to Pilate. The crowd cried, "Crucify him!" He was mocked and
crucified. Darkness fell and he breathed his last.

Lk23: Jesus was taken to Pilate. The crowd said, "Crucify him!" He was crucified with two
criminals. Darkness fell and he breathed his last.

Jn19: The soldiers took Jesus and crucified him. He said, "It is finished." He gave up his spirit.
A soldier pierced his side with a spear.

Mt28: The women went to the tomb. An angel said, "He has risen!" Jesus met them. He came to
the eleven and said, "Go and make disciples."

Mk16: The women went to the tomb. A man in white said, "He has risen!" Jesus appeared to
the disciples. He said, "Go and preach the gospel."

Lk24: The women found the tomb empty. Jesus met two on the road to Emmaus. He appeared
to the disciples and opened the Scriptures to them.

Jn20: Mary went to the tomb and found it empty. Jesus met her. He came and stood among the
disciples. Thomas said, "My Lord and my God!"

Jn21: Jesus appeared as the disciples were fishing. He said to Peter, "Do you love me? Feed my
sheep.” The beloved disciple has testified.



http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/26
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/14
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/22
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/18
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/27
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/15
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/23
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/19
http://www.biblesummary.info/matthew/28
http://www.biblesummary.info/mark/16
http://www.biblesummary.info/luke/24
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/20
http://www.biblesummary.info/john/21
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Actsl: Jesus said, "You will receive the Spirit and be my witnesses." He was taken up in a
cloud. The believers cast lots to replace Judas.

Acts2: At Pentecost they were filled with the Spirit. Peter told the crowd, "You crucified Jesus
but God has made him Lord." 3,000 believed.

Acts3: Peter and John healed a lame man at the temple. Peter told the people, "Faith in Jesus
has healed this man. Repent of your sins."

Acts4: They were taken before the rulers. Peter and John said, "We cannot stop speaking about
Jesus." The believers prayed for boldness.

Acts5: Ananias and Sapphira told a lie and fell dead. An angel released the apostles from
prison. Gamaliel advised, "Leave these men alone."



http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/5
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9
Who’s
Who?

The Gospels list
many religious and
political leaders;
this cheat sheet

will help you keep
them straight

Herod Archelaus
(LA

=

Description: Herod the
Great'’s son; ruler of
Judea

Reign: 4 BC-AD 6
Matt. 2:22

Herod Philip II

2

Description: Herod the
Great’s son; tetrarch of
lturea

Reign: 4 BC-AD 34
Luke 3:1

Description: Governor
of Syria

Reign: 7 BC-AD 21

Luke 2:2

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible -

Caesar Augustus

2

Description: Roman
emperor originally
named Gaius Octavius

Reign: 31 BC-AD 14
Luke 2:1

Tiberius Caesar

Description: Augustus’s
stepson and successor

Reign: AD 14-37

Luke 3:1

Herod Antipas

s

Description: Herod the
Great's son; tetrarch of
Galilee

Reign: 4 BC-AD 39
Luke 9:9; 23:7

Annas

Description: High priest,
appointed by Quirinius
Reign: AD 6-15

Luke 3:2; John 18:13

www.thequickviewbible.com

Herod the Great

HT

Description: Appointed
king by Roman Senate
Reign: 37-4 BC

Matt. 2:3; Luke 3:1

Pontius Pilate

Description: Appointed
governor of Judea by
Tiberius Caesar

Reign: AD 26-36
Matt. 27:2; Luke 3:1

Lysanias

.

Description: Tetrarch
of Abilene

Reign: AD 27-?
Luke 3:1

Caiaphas

Description: High priest
presiding over the
Sanhedrin

Reign: AD 18-36
Luke 3:2; John 18:24
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Peter: A Complicated Character

Most readers can relate to Peter because of his numerous
successes and failures during his journey with Jesus

SUCCESSES

Chosen as one of Jesus' apostles
Matt. 10:2

Walks to Jesus on the water
Matt. 14:29

Confesses that Jesus is the Messiah,
which is the foundation
of the church Matt. 16:15-19

Witnesses the transfiguration
Matt. 17:1-8

Vows never to fall away and to die e
with Jesus if necessary Matt. 26:33,35 j\

‘Shares intimate moment with Jesus
in the Garden of Gethsemane S
Matt. 26:36-38

Follows Jesus after his arrest while
the other disciples flee Matt. 26:58

Witnesses the risen Lord separately
Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5

Reinstated by Jesus after his denial
John 21:15-19

Gives the first sermon and 3,000
people believe Acts 2:14-41

Heals and raises the dead
Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:34,39-40

Proclaims Christ even after being
imprisoned for preaching
Acts 4:1-11,19-20

Assists Samaritans in receiving
the Holy Spirit Acts 8:14—-17

Preaches to Gentiles, and they receive
‘the Holy Spirit Acts 10:27-28,34-35,44

Acknowledges that both Jews and Gentiles
are saved by grace Acts 15:5-11

Writes two epistles: 1 a

FAILURES

Loses faith while walking on the
water and almost drowns Matt. 14:30

Rebukes Jesus when he pr
death Matt. 16:21-23

Initially refuses to let Jesus wash
his feet John 13:8

Al gk

Tries to protect Jesus and cuts off
Malchus’sear
Luke 22:50-51; John 18:10

Doesn’t immediately believe when
he sees the empty tomb )
Luke 24:11—12; John 20:6-7,9

Leads Jews astray by
separating from
Gentiles Gal. 2:11-13

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
ACTS

i’ " The Holy Spirit
is powerful '

The early church shares
common beliefs, worship
and possessions

The Holy Spirit

empowers believers

to be witnesses for

Christ, spreading the
gospel throughout

the world despite ‘
persecution \,

v

Mistreatment
for the sake
of their faith
validates
believers as
Christ’s
disciples

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Birth of the Christian Church
[The Book of Acts]

Pentecostwas the amual Harvest Festival celebratad 50
days after the Passover. Jews from all over the Roman
Empire came to the Temple m Jeruszlem for Passover
and for Pentecost.

On that 1st Pentecost after Jesus” death, the Holy Spirit
came upon Jesus” disciples like tonguss of fire. The dis-
ciples began preaching and each Jew heard the disciples
spezking m their own language.

3000 people were baptized that day and the Christian
church (the body of people who believe m Christ =
Lord) was bom. These converts took the good news back
to their hometowns.

The first Christians experienced much persecution. Saul, '
a Jew who persecuted the first Christians, met Jesus HOLY SCIREE RELEASED
Himself on the road to Damascus and became His big- AGQ LS 2 4

gest fan. Saul became known 2 Paul.

R

Several years after Jesus death and resurrection, the first
church council met m Jerusalem to decide such matters
as whether or not Gentiles must be circumcised m order
to be saved.

Followmng Jesus® death, 4 different men were mspirad by
God to write (in kome Greek) an account of the life and
dezath of Jesus Christ.

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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The disciples gather in one place
A sound like a violent wind from heaven fills the house

Tongues of fire rest on each of them

They are filled with the Holy Spirit
and speak in other tongues

All believers are unified and share their possessions

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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God’s Festivals in
the New Testament

Observed by Jesus

e Commanded Christ, the apostles
Biblical Giservanice in the Old Testament | or the Church in the
New Testament

Matthew 26:2, 17-19;
Mark 14:12-16; Luke
Passover Leviticus 23:5 2:41-42; 22:1, 7-20; John
2:13, 23; 6:4; 13:1-30;

1 Corinthians 11:23-29

Matthew 26:17; Mark

Leviticus 23:6- 14:12; Luke 2:41-42:
Feast of Unleavened Bread | Leviticus 23:6-8 251, 7: Acts 90:6:

1 Corinthians 5:6-8

Acts 2:1-21; 20:16;

Feast of Pentecost Leviticus 23:15-22 1 Corinthians 16:8

Matthew 24:30-31;
Feast of Trumpets* Leviticus 23:23-25 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17;
Revelation 11:15

Day of Atonement Leviticus 23:26-32 Acts 27:9

" 2. John 7:1-2, 8, 10, 14;
Feast of Tabernacles Leviticus 23:33-43 Acts 18:21
Last Great Day Leviticus 23:36 John chapters 7-9

*Although the Feast of Trumpets is not mentioned by name in the New Testament,
the theme of the day—the sounding of trumpets announcing Jesus Christ’s return—is
mentioned by several New Testament authors as noted in the references.
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

If Jesus came today, who would “crucify” him? What would be the charges against him? Where
would you be?

How do you explain the necessity of Jesus’ death to a nonbeliever? Is Jesus’ death for you more a
dispassionate fact or an emotional experience? Why?

Why did God pour out the gift of the Holy Spirit on the followers of Jesus? How would you
describe your experience with the Holy Spirit? When are you most aware of the Holy Spirit?
Why do you think God’s punishment of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) so severe? Are you
ever tempted to “hold back” from God?

The disciples were persecuted for following Jesus. How do you explain why God sometimes
delivers you out of hardships, but at other times he allows you to go through them?

What did | learn about human nature?

Why did Peter deny he knew Jesus? What must Peter have felt like after he denied Jesus, just as
Jesus predicted? How do people typically react when they experience failure? What are some
effective ways to deal with failure?

When Jesus stands before Pilate, is Pilate more concerned during the trial about whether Jesus is
the Messiah? Hearing out Jesus? Exchanging prisoners? Doing justice? Appeasement? How
concerned was Pilate that Jesus was innocent? Is Pilate more concerned about the crowd? His
wife? His conscience? Why?

Why did the chief priests and elders want to spread the rumor that Jesus’ disciples came and stole
his body?

What made the early church so appealing to others? If you had been invited to be part of this
community, what would have been your reaction?

What does Peter’s use of the OT (Acts 3:11-26) say about its benefits to faith in Christ?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Review what Jesus tells the high priests when before the Sanhedrin (MT 26:57-68). Why
do you think that Jesus, for the most part, remains silent? How do you know when to
keep silent and when to talk about your faith?

As you read the passages on the conviction, torture and mocking of Jesus leading to his
death, we must be careful not to look on at a distance at those mentioned in the story.
How are we ever like the people who played a part in Jesus’ crucifixion? Are we at times
like the chief priests and scribes? Pilate? The soldiers? Simon of Cyrene? The Two
bandits? Are there ways in which we have mocked, contributed to suffering or been a
mere bystander in the way of Jesus and in our relationship with those whom Christ loves
and comes to save?

In Acts 1:8, Jesus says “you will be my witnesses.” Where do you feel called to be
Christ’s witness?

How have you made Jesus king in your life? How have you tried to guard against God
“breaking through “ in your life? Why?

How do you think you would feel if you were sent to jail for what you believe? How
would your family feel? What would this do for your faith?



The Growth of the Church 14-20 AUG 2018

AC 6-15; GAL 1-6; JAS 1-5 Week 46 - 4 Weeks to Go

Acts describes the early Church as a close and loving fellowship of believers. The disciples
public witness met with widespread acceptance in Jerusalem and Christian following increased
rapidly. A number of Pharisees and even a considerable body of priests were won over. But
opposition, largely by the Pharisees and Saduccees, continued and we begin this week with the
story of Stephen, the first martyr. After the stoning of Stephen, the Christians in Jerusalem were
persecuted and most were forced to leave the city. But as the new believers traveled, they
shared the Gospel with others. Soon, the message spread to Judea and even to Samaria, where
many Samaritans accepted Christ as Savior. God speaks to Peter through visions to reach out to
the Gentiles. The great surprise for the early Jewish Christians took place when a retired Roman
centurion, Cornelius, was converted and they began to understand more fully that the message
of salvation was for all people, not just for God’s covenant people, the Jews.

We also read about the conversion of Saul, and read about Paul’s missionary journeys to major
cities of the Roman Empire. Paul and his companions established churches in these population
centers. The new Christians then spread the Gospel to the surrounding villages and countryside.
What drove Paul and other early Christians was the conviction that people everywhere needed
to hear about the gift of forgiveness of sins that God offers to all who simply trust in his Son.

The success of setting up Christian churches in major cities led to some theological disputes. In
Galatians Paul reminds believers to depend on Christ alone for their salvation. He talks about
the practical implications of living by grace and living under control of the Holy Spirit. James
provides practical guidelines in how to put Christian belief into action through both word and
deed in order for Christians to separate themselves from more worldly habits.

These readings about the early church remind us that we, too, are a part of the story of the
church. As we live as Christians amid our families and communities, as we show compassion to
those around us, as we share the truths of the Good News, we participate in the history of the
church, a continuing story of God’s love poured out on the world.

Weekly Reading Plan Outline

Day 1: AC6:1-8:3; Stephen, the First Martyr (Day 1)

Day 2: AC 8:4-40; AC 9:1-43 Philip and the Samaritan Pentecost (Day 2)
Day 3: AC 10:1-12:25 Spreading Beyond Judea and Samaria (Day 2)

Day 4: AC 13:1-14:28 Peter’s Missionary Work (Day 3)
Day 5: AC 15:1-35; GAL 1:1-24

Day 6: GAL 2:1— 6:18 Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Day 4)
Day 7: JAS 1:1 - 5:20 Conference in Jeru_salem (Day 5)

Letter to the Galatians (Day 5)

Paul Corrects Peter (Day 6)

Letter of James (Day 7)

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Stephen Sanhedrin Jerusalem Samaria Holy Spirit Disciples

Saul/Paul Philip Gaza Azotus Messiah Signs

Simon Simon/Peter Caesarea Damascus Believers Apostles
. Judea Galilee Baptism Clean/pure

John Ethiopian ; ; ;

) Lvdda Sharon Gentile Circumcised
Ananias Barnabas y Antioch Faith The law
Aeneas Dorcas/Tabitha \_]roppa Cntloc Works Child of God
Cornelius Agabus arsus yprus Freedom Fruit of Spirit
Herod James ﬁelthCIa galamls NeW Creation FaVOI’i'[ism

aphos erga Wisdom Submission

Zﬁrz ‘;‘?h”/ Mark Pamphylia  Iconium Patience Prayer

oda Imeon Lystra Derbe Heaven
Bar-Jesus Sergius Paulus Pisidia Attalia
Elymas Judas Cilicia Galatia
Silas Titus
Cephas
Key Verses

After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.
[AC 4:31-33]

Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace, and was strengthened.
Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. [AC 9:31]

The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. [AC 11:26]
What God promised our ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. [AC 13:32]
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ [GAL 1:3]

The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful
nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
[GAL 5:22-25]

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the
word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it —
he will be blessed in what he does. [JAS 1:22-25]

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Acts6: The disciples chose seven men to distribute food. Some from the synagogue disputed
with Stephen. They took him before the council.

Acts7: Stephen said, "Brothers, God called Abraham and appeared to Moses. You killed the
Righteous One." They were enraged and stoned him.

Acts8: Philip proclaimed Christ in Samaria. A magician offered money for the gift of the Spirit.
Philip baptized an Ethiopian official.

Acts9: Saul went to arrest the believers. Jesus said, "Why do you persecute me?" Saul was
baptized and began preaching. Peter raised Dorcas.

Acts10: Cornelius sent for Peter. The Lord said to Peter, Do not call them unclean." Peter
preached to the Gentiles and the Spirit fell.

Acts11: Some in Jerusalem criticized Peter. He said, "The Spirit told me to go." Many in
Antioch believed. Barnabas and Saul taught there.

Acts12: Herod killed James and arrested Peter. The church prayed earnestly. An angel led Peter
out of prison. An angel struck Herod down.

Acts13: Paul and Barnabas proclaimed the word. Paul said, "God has sent a Savior, Jesus, as he
promised.” The Jews stirred up persecution.

Actsl4: Many believed at Iconium. The crowd at Lystra wanted to worship Paul, then they
stoned him. Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch.

Acts15: Some men taught circumcision for the Gentiles. Peter said, "God gave the Spirit with
no distinction." Paul and Barnabas separated.

Gall: Paul, to the churches of Galatia. You are already turning to a different gospel! The gospel
| preached came by revelation from Christ.

Gal2: I went up to Jerusalem and saw the leaders. | opposed Cephas about circumcision. We are
justified by faith in Christ and not by works.

Gal3: Those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham. Christ has redeemed us from the curse
of the law. In Christ you are all sons of God.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Gal4: God sent his Son for us to receive adoption. How can you turn back to worthless
principles? You, like Isaac, are children of promise.

Gal5: Christ has set us free. Circumcision counts for nothing. Use your freedom to love one
another. Walk by the Spirit and not the flesh.

Gal6: Restore anyone caught in sin. Sow to the Spirit and reap eternal life. Let us not give up
doing good. What counts is the new creation.

Jasl: James, to the tribes. Many trials produce perseverance. Riches will fade. Every good gift
comes from the Father. Be doers of the word.

Jas2: If you show partiality to the rich you are committing sin. Act as those who are under the
law of liberty. Faith without works is dead.

Jas3: No one can tame the tongue. With it we bless our Father and with it we curse others. The
wisdom from above is pure and peace-loving.

Jas4: Your worldly desires cause conflict. Resist the devil, draw near to God. Who are you to
judge your neighbor? You boast in arrogance.

Jas5: You rich have fattened yourselves for slaughter. Brothers, be patient until the Lord comes.
The prayer of faith will save the sick.
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Birth of the Christian Church
[The Book of Acts]

Pentecostwas the amual Harvest Festival celebrated 50
days after the Passover. Jews from all over the Roman
Empire came to the Temple m Jerusalem for Passover
and for Pentecost.

On that 15t Pentecost after Jesus™ death, the Holy Spirit
came upon Jesus” disciples like tonguss of fire. The dis-
ciples began preaching and each Jew heard the disciples
spezking m their own language.

3000 people were baptized that day and the Christian
church (the body of people who believe m Christ =
Lord) was bom. These converts tock the good news back
to their hometowns.

The first Christians experienced much persecution. Saul, ,
a Jew who persecuted the first Christians, met Jesus HOLY SCIRIERELEASED
Himself on the road to Damascus and became His big- AGES. A ES

gest fan. Saul became known as Paul.

R

Several years after Jesus death and resurrection, the first
church council met m Jerusalem to decide such matters
as whether or not Gentiles must be circumcised m order
to be saved.

Followmng Jesus™ death, 4 different men were mspirad by
God to write (in kome Greek) an account of the life and
dezth of Jesus Chrst.

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,

ROMAN EMPIRE

Pontus _~
Cappadocta

Mesopotamia

Asia
“Fhrygia
p

""""""" Media
""""""""""" Elam
Pentecost in Jerusalem
30 AD Acts 2:5-12
"Now there were staying in ﬂ-l.-f'abi a
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from
every nation under heaven.”

Countries of People Mentioned at Pentacost
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LifeLines:
PAUL

Born in Tarsus of Cilicia
Acts 22:3

Persecutes Christians

29 8 Acts 8:1-3

Encounters Christ on
the road to Damascus
Acts 9:1-8

Visits Jerusalem ’
for fifteen days

Acts 9:26-29;

Gal. 1:18-19

Ministers in Syria
33-38 || and Cilicia

33

Acts 9:30; Gal. 1:21

Attends the
Jerusalem Council
Acts 15:1-29

44

Stays at Ephesus for
three years

Acts 19:1-10; 20:31 ‘III’

Arrested in Jerusalem
and imprisoned at Caesarea
Acts 21:27-33; 23:23—26.32

48-50

52

Taken to Rome and
imprisoned; released after
about three years

Acts 27:1-2; 28:16-31

54-56

Imprisoned again at Rome;
tried and executed
2 Tim. 4.6-8

62/63

’ . .
Ephesiant IR Paul’s Writings
Philemon Dates and locations from which
AD 60 Paul wrote his letters
— 2 Corinthians
P AD 55

1 Timothy and Titus
AD 63-65

2 Ti X )

Rome
L]

Corinth or Cenchreae AD 57 l
Corinth ..JJ «Enh ) e
| Cenchreae
Corinth or Antioch _ Antioch
Mediterrarfean
Sea
BTy i
A UERUSALEM g r—a S
2 Thessalonians | Galatiang
AD 51/52 48-53

s s

Visions in Acts

Paul’s vision of Christ on ,
Ananias’s vision to
the road to Damascus minister to Paul

Ji38 9:10-16

Cornielus’s vision to Peter’s vision to eat unclean

invite Peter to Caesarea ing
10:3-6 accept the Gentiles
10:9-18,28-29
Paul’s vision that God will u g
be with him in Corinth | 4
18:9-11

Paul’s vision to
minister in Macedonia
16:9-10

Paul’s vision that
he must testify in
Rome
23:11

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Sermons in the Book of Acts

SPEAKER AUDIENCE REFERENCE THEME
Peter Crowds at Pentecost Acts 2:14-14 Jesus Christ is the Son of God; Repent & be baptized for remission of sins
Peter Crowds in the Temple area Acts 3:12-26 Jewish people should repent for Crucifying the Messiah
Peter The Sanhedrin Acts 4:5-12 The power of Jesus healed the crippled man
Stephen | The Sanhedrin Acts 7 Review of Jewish history & Jews Killed the Messiah
Peter Cornelius & household (Gentiles) | Acts 10:28-47 | Gentiles can also be saved  like the Jews
Peter The church in Jerusalem Acts 11:4-18 Defends his ministry & Gentiles can now be saved
Paul Jews at Antioch of Pisidia Acts 13:16-41 | Jesus was the Messiah & Old Testament is fulfilled
Peter Jerusalem Council Acts 15:7-11 Salvation by the grace of God is available to all
James | Jerusalem Council Acts 15:13-21 Circumcision is not required of Gentile converts
Paul People at Athens Acts 17:22-31 God will hold all people accountable for their response to His Son
Paul Ephesian elders a Miletus Acts 20:17-35 | Remain faithful in spite of false teachers and various persecutions
Paul Crowd at Jerusalem Acts 22:1-21 Recounts his conversion and his ministry & mission to the Gentiles
Paul The Sanhedrin Acts 23:1-6 Paul’s defense, declares himself a Pharisee and a Roman citizen
Paul Felix & Drusilla Acts 24: Righteousness, self-control, and judgment to come
Paul King Agrippa, Bernice, & Festus Acts 26:2-23 Recounts his conversion and zeal for the gospel of Christ
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Big Ideas in
GALATIANS

God’s grace is for people
of every nation; all are
justified by faith

Faith in Christ saves,
not following the law

Jesus died to set the
people free from lives of
sin and bondage

The Spirit, rather than the
law, empowers believers
to live holy lives

Those who are filled with
the Spirit live for God
rather than themselves

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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And you must love the

LORD your God with all
your heart, all your soul,

ond all your strength.  Deuteronomy 6:5 (NLT)

May the Lord
show favor toword

you, ond give you peace  MNumbers 6:26 (NLV)

Baithfulhess

Great is Your fathfulness  Lementations 3:23b (NASB)

My heort leaps for joy ond 1
will give thanks to him in

song.  Psalm 28:7 (NIV)

Goodness

Surely goodness ond mercy shall follow
me all the days of my hfe: ond I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever Psalm 23:6 (KJV)

Gentleness

Pursue a godly hfe along with faith, love,
perseverance, ond gentleness 1 Timothy 6:11b (NLT)

S
Mearwhile, the saints 9 IeD Ce
stand passionately

patient, keeping God's commands, stayng faithful to Jesus
Revelation 14:12 (The Message)

A person without self-control is like a house with its doors and

windows knocked out.  Proverbs 25:28 (The Message)

Kindness

But the fruit of the Spirit 15 love, joy, peace, pahence,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control

Galations 5:22-23a (NIV)

Fruits of the Spirit
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Big Ideas in
JAMES

Trials can be received with joy
because they can produce maturity
in the believer

Faith that is not rooted
in trust in God or failsto
result in a transformed

life is no faith at all

Those with genuine faith will
bear the fruit of the faith in
their lives

R

False wisdom produces
envy and selfish ambition,
but genuine wisdom results
in moral conduct

God will
answer the
prayers of
the faithful

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

Does the story of Saul’s conversion change your thinking about who is part of God’s kingdom?
Are there any people you thing might be beyond God’s reach?

What was the revelation that Paul received from Jesus Christ in GAL 1? How did the revelation
change Paul’s life? How does your past affect your present life? What do you need to put behind
you and know that you are forgiven?

How would you explain GAL 2:16 to a non-Christian, particularly one with high moral
standards? [know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So
we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not be
observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.]

In JAS 5, we are taught to pray at all times. How is confession and prayer a part of the healing
process? What is the connection between the physical and spiritual areas of our life?

According to GAL 2:21, if you can be in right standing with God through your own efforts (e.g.,
being a good person), what did Christ die for? How does this impact you and your faith?

What did I learn about human nature?

How do people hold on to religious rituals and heroes today, while missing the whole point of
what those ceremonies and people represent?

In Acts 12, Peter miraculously escapes from prison. Who truly has power in this story:
Herod or God? What does this story tell you about how Christians ought to deal with
opposition and persecution? What wordly forces today seem all powerful to you?

How do you think Paul would respond to a modern-day skeptic who felt Jesus was a
noble but misguided martyr? What role would the Old Testament play in Paul’s answer?
How does knowing the Old Testament help you to better understand and share your faith?
Paul speaks of unity in Christ in GAL 3:26-4:7. What are some social and cultural
barriers to the unity of Christians in our time? How can we help bring down these barriers
in our own lives?

In JAS 3:8 [but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison],
what hope do we have in relation to controlling our tongues?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Did Stephen’s review of Old Testament history in AC 7 encouraged you? Challenged
you? Confused you? How does the speech show the importance of the Old Testament to
the early Christians?

Over time, has there been something in which your views have changed radically? How
do you relate this experience to Saul’s conversion experience?

If you are a self-made person who likes to see everyone pay their own way, how does this
Gospel of undeserved grace (GAL 2] strike you?

In what ways do people tamper with the Gospel to make it less offensive to others? Have
you been tempted to do so? How?

How far into the future have you planned your life? According to JAS 4:13-17, what
attitude should we have toward our plans? How often do you pray about your plans and
decisions before making them?
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Paul’s missionary team traveled from city to city spreading the Gospel. In each city, a young
church was established. Paul and his companions would spend a few months or even a year
with most congregations, teaching the basic truths of the Gospel. The missionaries would then
move on to another city and repeat the process. Even though Paul and his team revisited the
newly established churches whenever possible, the young believers often had unanswered
questions. When Paul heard about questions or problems in one of the churches he founded, he
often sat down to write to them.

The believers in Thessalonica (in Macedonia) faced ridicule and persecution from their pagan
neighbors, yet remained faithful. As we face our own unknown futures, we can gain assurance
from Paul’s word to the Thessalonians. Christ will return one day. But, until he does, there is
work to do and a way to live that is pleasing to God. We must do what God gives us to do for as
long as God gives us time on earth, with hearts that long for Christ’s coming and lives that
reflect diligence, responsibility and faith. Paul’s instructions are as applicable today as when he
wrote them almost two thousand years ago.

Corinth was an influential trading port that was filled with vile practices and loose living. In his
letter to the church in Corinth, Paul reminds believers that the wisdom that comes from God is
in direct contradiction to the ways of the world. He provides a pastoral guide that helps us even
today maintain a Christian lifestyle in a sinful society. He teaches us to depend on God in every
situation.

Weekly Reading Plan (Pgs. 1300-1343) Outline

Day 1: AC 15:36-18:11 Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Day 1)

Day 2: 1TH 1:1-5:28 First Letter to the Thessalonians (Day 2)

Day 3: 2TH 1:1 - 3:18; AC 18:12 - 19:22; Good News from Thessalonica (Day 2)
1CO1:1-4:21 2" etter to the Thessalonians (Day 3)

Day 4: 1 C0O5:1-6:20 Paul before Gallio (Day 3)

Day5: 1 CO7:1-15:58 s ord n e

Day 6: 1 CO 16:1-24; AC 19:23 - 20:1; Paul’s 3 Missionary Journey (Day 3)
2CO 1:1-7:16 1*" Letter to the Corinthians (Day 3)

Day 7: 2 CO 8:1-13:14; AC 20:2- 3a Paul’s Authority and Letter (Day 4)

Questions from the Corinthians (Day 5)

Paul’s Future Plans (Day 6)

Commotion in Ephesus (Day 6)

2" Letter to the Corinthians (Day 6)

The Offering for Jerusalem’s Christians (Day 7)
Paul’s Third Visit to Corinth (Day 7)

Paul’s Trip through Macedonia (Day 7)

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Paul Barnabas Pamphylia Cyprus Word of the Lord  Churches
John Mark Silas Syria Cilici Faith Holy Spirit
Magistrates Jailors Jerusalem Galatia Salvation Mess"lah
Jason Greeks || Mysia Macedonia || (RS (R
Dionysius Damaris Philippi Thyatira Believers Freedom !
Aquila Priscilla Thessalonica  Berea Self-Discipline  Unity
Titius Justus ~ Crispus Athens Corinth Spiritual gifts Diversity
Gallio Apollos Achaia Cenchreae Lord’s Supper Love
Erastus Sosthenes Ephesus Caesarea Resurrection Order
Chloe Cephas Antioch Phrygia Forgiveness Comfort
Demetrius Ephesians New Covenant  New Body
Titus Corinthians Reconciliation Generosity
Key Verses

For in him [God] we live and move and have our being. [AC 17:28]
We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. [TH 1:2]

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just
as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be
dependent on anybody. [1 TH 4:11-12]

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. [1 TH 5: 16-18]

We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy, they are busybodies. Such people we
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. And as for you,
brothers, never tire of doing what is right. [2 TH 3:11-13]

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. [1 CO 3:19]
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love [1 CO 13:13]

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. [2 CO 4:16-18]

Finally brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind,
live in peace. And the God of love and peach will be with you. [2 CO 13:11]

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Acts15: Some men taught circumcision for the Gentiles. Peter said, "God gave the Spirit with
no distinction.” Paul and Barnabas separated.

Acts16: Paul took Timothy with him. We baptized Lydia in Philippi. Paul was imprisoned and
there was an earthquake. The jailer was baptized.

Acts17: They taught in Thessalonica and Berea. In Athens Paul said, "I proclaim the God who
gives life to all. He will judge the world."

Acts18: Paul taught in Corinth for a year and a half. He went to Ephesus with Priscilla and
Aquila. Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos.

1Th1: Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Thessalonians. We give thanks for you. Our gospel
came in power. Your faith is an example to all.

1Th2: We shared the gospel with you and also our lives. You suffered like the churches in
Judea. We tried to see you. Are you not our crown?

1Th3: We sent Timothy to strengthen you. We warned you that persecution would come. We
are encouraged by your faith. May you grow in love.

1Th4: Live to please God. Avoid immorality. Love one another more and more. We do not
grieve without hope, for the dead in Christ will rise.

1Th5: The day of the Lord will come like a thief. Let us keep awake. Honour those who lead
you. Do not quench the Spirit. Grace be with you.

2Th1: Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Thessalonians. We boast of your faith through
persecution. The Lord Jesus will appear in vengeance.

2Th2: Do not be alarmed about the day of the Lord. First the lawless one will appear, whom
Jesus will destroy. Hold fast to our traditions.

2Th3: Finally, pray for us. The Lord will guard you against the evil one. Keep away from
anyone who walks in idleness. The Lord be with you.

Acts18: Paul taught in Corinth for a year and a half. He went to Ephesus with Priscilla and
Aquila. Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos.



http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/15
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http://www.biblesummary.info/1-thessalonians/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-thessalonians/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-thessalonians/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-thessalonians/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-thessalonians/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-thessalonians/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-thessalonians/3
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Acts19: Paul laid his hands on the disciples at Ephesus to receive the Holy Spirit. Demetrius, a
silversmith, started a riot in the city.

1Cor1: Paul, to the church in Corinth. Let there be no divisions. The cross is folly to those
perishing, but to us it is the power of God.

1Cor2: I knew nothing among you except Christ crucified. We speak the wisdom of God.
Through the Spirit we know what God has freely given.

1Cor3: You are still infants. One follows Paul, another Apollos. We are co-workers with God.
Christ is the foundation. You are God's temple.

1Cor4: Think of us as stewards of the mysteries of God. You are kings already? We are fools
for Christ. I admonish you as my dear children.

1Cor5: You boast about the sexual immorality among you. You should deliver that man to
Satan. But | am not judging those outside the church.

1Cor6: Do you take one another to court? Why not rather be wronged? Your body is not for
sexual immorality, it is a temple of the Spirit.

1Cor7: It is good to stay unmarried, but better to marry than to burn with lust. Each should live
as God has called. | want you to be free.

1Cor8: About food offered to idols: An idol is nothing. There is only one God. But if food
makes my brother stumble | will never eat meat.

1Cor9: You are the seal of my apostleship. Do we not have the right to material support? But |
made myself a servant to all for the gospel.

1Corl10: Do not desire evil as our fathers did. God will make you able to endure temptation.
Flee from idolatry. Do all to the glory of God.

1Corl11: The head of a woman is her husband. | hear that some go hungry when you meet! With
the bread and cup you proclaim the Lord's death.

1Cor12: Now there are various spiritual gifts, but one Spirit. If the whole body were an eye,
how would it hear? You are the body of Christ.



http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/19
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-corinthians/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-corinthians/2
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

1Cor13: Without love | am nothing. Love is patient, does not boast, endures all things. Tongues
will cease, but faith, hope and love remain.

1Cor14: Tongues edifies the speaker, prophecy edifies the church. Each of you brings a hymn, a
lesson or a tongue. Let all be done in order.

1Cor15: Christ was raised from the dead. If not then your faith is futile. But he is the firstfruits.
At the trumpet we will all be changed.

1Corl16: Put aside an offering for the saints. | will come to you. The churches of Asia greet you.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

Acts19: Paul laid his hands on the disciples at Ephesus to receive the Holy Spirit. Demetrius, a
silversmith, started a riot in the city.

Acts20: We sailed to Troas. Paul raised Eutychus after he fell from the window. Paul
encouraged the Ephesian elders to care for the flock.

2Corl: Paul, to the church in Corinth. We share in Christ's sufferings and comfort. My yes is
not no, but to spare you I did not visit you.

2Cor2: 1 wrote to you as I did in much anguish. You should forgive the one who caused you
pain. Through us God spreads the aroma of Christ.

2Cor3: God has made us ministers of a new covenant. When anyone turns to the Lord, the veil
is lifted. We are being transformed into glory.

2Cor4: God has given us the light of the glory of Christ. We have this treasure in clay jars.
Through affliction we look to what is eternal.

2Cor5: What is mortal will be clothed with life. If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come. We implore you, be reconciled to God!

2Cor6: Now is the day of salvation. We commend ourselves as servants. Do not be yoked with
unbelievers. We are the temple of the living God.

2Cor7: | take great pride in you. | do not regret my letter, for godly grief produces repentance.
Our boasts about you to Titus proved true.



http://www.biblesummary.info/1-corinthians/13
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

2Cor8: The churches of Macedonia have given generously for the saints. See that you excel in
this grace too. Titus was eager to go to you.

2Cor9: I boast to the Macedonians about the gift you promised. God loves a cheerful giver.
Your generosity will overflow in thanksgivings.

2Cor10: Our weapons destroy arguments against God. What we say by letter we do in person.
We only boast within the sphere God has given us.

2Corl1: I am jealous for you against these false apostles. | speak as a fool. Do they boast? |
have greater labours, beatings and dangers.

2Cor12: 1 will boast of a man who saw paradise. | was given a thorn to keep me from pride.
This is foolish! | will gladly be spent for you.

2Cor13: This will be my third visit. Christ is powerful among you. Test that you are in the faith.
Be mature. The grace of God be with you.

Acts20: We sailed to Troas. Paul raised Eutychus after he fell from the window. Paul
encouraged the Ephesian elders to care for the flock.
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PAUL'S LETTERS AND MISSIONARY JOURNEYS

YEAR A.D. MAIJOR EVENTS ACTS PERIOD LETTERS
34 Conversion, Damascus, Arabia 9 3 years - Arabia
37 Jerusalem, Tarsus, Syria, Cilicia
46-47 Antioch, Jerusalem 11 1 year - Antioch
48-49 First Missionary Journey and Antioch 13-14 Galatians
50 Jerusalem Council and Antioch 15
51-53 Second Missionary Journey 16-18 18 months - Corinth Lahessalonians
2 Thessalonians
53-54 Antioch
1 Corinthians
54-57 Third Missionary Journey 19-21 3 years - Ephesus 2 Corinthians
Romans
57 Jerusalem Arrest 22-23
57=59 Caesarea Prisoner 24-26 2 years
59-60 Journey to Rome 27-28
Ephesians
Colossians
Philemon
60-67 circa Rome House Arrest 28 5-7 yearscirca Philippians
1 Timothy
Titus

2 Timothy
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Big Ideas in
1 THESSALONIANS

God calls believers to stand
firm and remain faithful

Believers can expect
to suffer for their faith

Believers who have died will
rise first when Christ returns

Christ’s return will
be unexpected, like
a thief in the night

Believers can wait expectantly
for Christ’s return while living
holy lives
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Christ’s coming will be
preceded by the arrival
of the antichrist

Paul warns believers to keep
their distance from the lazy,
the disruptive and those who
claim to be Christians but

" E don’t follow Christ

e -~

" God calls believers, his
chosen ones, to stand
firm until Christ’s return

4

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
1 CORINTHIANS

Follow
Christ first,
not Christian
leaders

God uses
ordinary people
to cause change
in those who
are wise and
strong

lllicit sex can
devastate lives

The Lord’s Supper and
spiritual gifts should
be used carefully

Those who follow
Jesus will rise again
as Jesus did

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




Paul the Missionary 21-27 AUG 2018

AC 15-20; 1 TH 1-5; 2 TH 1-3;1 CO 1-8; 2 CO 1-13 Week 47 - 3 Weeks to Go

. Key Words

The number of times these
words appear in these books

Body/Bodies

Another
2¢
Eat(s)/Ate

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

How did the Lord open your heart to respond to the Gospel? Who did he use as part of the
process? What first opened your heart to God?

If asked, “What must | do to be saved?”” how would you answer?

What is the role of miracles in God’s purposes today? What miracles are you aware of?

In 1 TH 5:12-22 we are given commands for living a godly life. Which do you feel you are
already practicing? Which one do you most want to work on? What encouragement,
sanctification and grace do you receive from God to fulfill these commands?

Read 1 CO 15:58. What motivates you to obey God: fear of judgment? God’s anger? Love from
God? Love for God? Hope of being with God? How does v. 58 encourage and motivate you?

What did | learn about human nature?

In Acts 15, the early Church leaders deal with what Gentiles must do to become Christians. From
the debate, the resulting letter and the way in which the decision was delivered, what do you learn
about the ways to solve disagreements among Christians? What conflicts are there in the
Christian church today and are these conflicts being handled as the first churches handled them?
In ACTS 16, Paul and Silas are imprisoned. What do you think caused their jailer to want to be
saved.

What began in Ephesus as Artemis worship became Artemis business. How can Christians fall
into the same trap and make Jesus worship into Jesus business?

1 TH 4 talks about living to please God. What do you say to someone who believes you can do
anything you want, as long as you mind your own business (1 TH 4:11) and no one gets hurt (1
TH 4:6)?

The Corinthians were measuring truth and success by how powerful, influential and articulate
someone was. What pictures come to mind when you think of powerful, successful people? How
do these images sometimes conflict with knowing Christ? How do people today confuse the
world’s power with God’s power?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

Is there some area of your faith where you feel like Peter — going back and forth because you are
not sure of what is right? How could ACTS 15:11 [No! We believe it is through the grace of our
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.] relate to this concern?

Lydia’s place of prayer was by a river. What is your favorite place to meet God?

Whether Jesus or Caesar was Lord became a real issue for Christians. When has your faith in
Christ led to conflict with other authorities claiming your loyalty?

How will you exercise faith and love this week in a specific way or relationship?

Paul found that intense pressures led him to depend on God all the more (2 CO 1:9). How do you
respond to intense pressures? Do they deepen your walk with God or drive you away from him?
Who do you know who is under intense pressure? How would Paul have you pray for them?
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Acts ends with Paul in a Roman prison awaiting trial. For two years, Paul lived there under
guard in a rented house, and because he was free to receive visitors, he was able to keep in
close touch with Christianity throughout the empire and even to send letters of instruction to
churches he had founded.

One of the early heresies that confused early Christians is discussed in Colossians. Some people
argued that all matter was evil; only the “spiritual” and immaterial can be “good.” What follows
in this heresy is that Christ would never assume human form and what Christians do in their
daily lives has nothing to do with spirituality, for daily life is conducted in the material world.
Paul’s letter to the Colossians confronts this idea and presents Jesus Christ as God come in the
flesh. Paul presents a powerful portraint of Jesus and his work on our behalf and offers an
appealing description of the life by which Christians can honor him. Paul provides insight into
how we can grow spiritually — something we are all called to do.

When Paul and his missionary team reached Ephesus, it was the leading city in Asia Minor,
made rich by the pilgrims who flocked to the city to visit the magnificent temple of Diana
(Artemis). The population of the city was spiritually hungry and deeply involved in dark occult
practices. Paul’s presentation of the Gospel was so effective that it literally threated the
livelihood of citizens who depended on the sales of religious medals and on feeding and
housing visitors. Christianity is a relational faith — the “church” is not a building, but people
who know God, who express his love in the way they live with one another, and who display
his character in the holiness of their daily lives.

In addition to letters to churches, Paul also wrote to individuals, such as Timothy, Titus, and
Philemon. Timothy and Titus’ ministry was to correct false teaching and set local congreations
on the path of godly living. These letters are filled with practical advice that still apply today.
We also read letters of other early church leaders, such as Peter and Jude that further
contribute to our understandina of Christian faith and life.

Outline
The Voyage to Rome (Day 1)
Imprisonment in Rome (Day 1)

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1373-1408)
Day 1: AC 27:1-15; AC 28:16-31; PHM 1:1-25
Day 2: COL 1:1-4:18

Day 3. EPH 1:1-6:24

Day 4: 1TI11:1-6:21

Day 5: TITUS 1:1-3:15; 2 T1 1:1-4:22
Day 6: 1PE1:1-5:14

Day 7: JUDE 1:1-25; 2 PE 1:1-3:18

Letter to Philemon (Day 1)
Letter to the Colossians (Day 2)
Letter to the Ephesians (Day 3)
First Letter to Timothy (Day 4)
Letter to Titus (Day 5)

2" Letter to Timothy (Day 5)
1% Letter of Peter (Day 6)
Letter of Jude (Day 7)

2" Letter of Peter (Day 7)

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms
Paul Julius Sidon Lycia Kingdom of God ~Salvation
Aristarchus Publius Lasea Phoenix Faith Love
Timothy Philemon Crete Malta Reconciliation  Freedom
Onesimus Tychicus Rome Colossae Chosen people  Grace
Aristarchus Archippus || Laodicea Ephesus Redemption Predestined
Titus Peter Macedonia :Oly Spirit Gentile
Silas Jude oly Peace
Maturity Truth
James Submission Prayer
Eternal Life Worship
Purity Hope
Loyalty Suffering
Key Verses:

I always thank my God as | remember you in my prayers, because | hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all the saints. | pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full
understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. [PHM 1:4-6]

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins. [COL 2:13]

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will —
to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with
all wisdom and understanding. [EPH 1:5-8]

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life,
in love, in faith and in purity. [1 Tl 4:12]

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We
lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. [TITUS 3:3-5]

So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for
the gospel by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of anything we have
done but because of his own purpose and grace. [2 TI 1:8-9]

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade — kept in heaven for you. [1 PE 1:3-4]

Dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God’s
love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt.
[JUDE 20-22]

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the
world caused by evil desires. [2 PE 1:3-40]
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Acts27: We set sail for Rome. A storm struck and all hope was lost. Paul said, "Take heart, we
must run aground."” Everyone reached land.

Acts28: On Malta Paul healed all who had diseases. We came to Rome. Paul lived under house
arrest. He proclaimed the kingdom of God to all.

Phm1: Paul, a prisoner, to Philemon. I ask that you receive Onesimus back, not as a slave, but
as a brother. Put his wrongs on my account.

Col1l: Paul, to the saints in Colossae. May you be filled with wisdom. The Son is the image of
the invisible God. | make known the mystery.

Col2: Let no one deceive you. You were buried with Christ and also raised with him. Why do
you follow rules that do not restrain the flesh?

Col3: Seek the things above. Your life is hidden with Christ in God. So put to death your
worldliness. Do everything in the name of Jesus.

Col4: Devote yourselves to prayer. Let your speech be gracious. Tychicus will tell you our
news. Aristarchus, Mark and Epaphras greet you.

Ephl: Paul, to the saints in Ephesus. Praise the God who predestined us for adoption in Christ.
May you know the riches of his inheritance.

Eph2: When we were dead in sin God made us alive with Christ. Gentiles are now fellow
citizens. You are being built together into a temple.

Eph3: I preach the mystery of Christ. The wisdom of God is made known through the church. |
pray that you may know the depth of his love.

Eph4: Therefore walk worthy of your calling. Christ gave each of us gifts to build up the body.
Put off your old self and put on the new.

Eph5: Walk in love as Christ loved us. Walk as children of light. Expose the darkness.
Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church.

Eph6: Children, obey your parents. Slaves, obey your masters. Put on the whole armour of God
to stand against the devil. Peace and grace.



http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/27
http://www.biblesummary.info/acts/28
http://www.biblesummary.info/philemon/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/colossians/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/colossians/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/colossians/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/colossians/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/ephesians/6
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

1Tim1: Paul, to Timothy my son. Stay in Ephesus to correct false teachers. Christ came into the
world to save sinners. Glory to God forever!

1Tim2: Let prayers be made for all those in authority. God wants everyone to come to the
knowledge of the truth. Let women learn in silence.

1Tim3: An overseer must be respectable and manage his family well. Deacons must be
dignified and not greedy. Godliness is a great mystery.

1Tim4: In later times some will depart from the faith. Have nothing to do with godless myths.
Devote yourself to Scripture and to teaching.

1Tim5: Put widows over sixty on the list. Younger widows should marry. Elders who rule well
are worthy of double honour. Keep yourself pure.

1Tim6: Those who contradict the teaching of Christ understand nothing. The love of money is a
root of evil. Fight the good fight of faith.

Tit1: Paul, a servant of God, to Titus. I left you in Crete to appoint elders. Deceivers must be silenced.
To the impure nothing is pure.

Tit2: Teach what is consistent with sound doctrine. Men are to be steadfast, women reverent. The grace
of God trains us to live godly lives.

Tit3: Show consideration to all. We were once slaves but God saved us. Believers should maintain good
works. Everyone here sends greetings.

2Tim1: Paul, to Timothy my son. Fan into flame the gift of God. Share in suffering for the
gospel. Hold to the standard of sound teaching.

2Tim2: No soldier gets entangled with civilian affairs. Present yourself to God as an approved
worker. Cleanse yourself for honorable use.

2Tim3: In the last days people will be proud and unholy. As for you, continue in what you have
learned. All Scripture is inspired by God.

2Tim4: Preach the word in and out of season. | have finished my race. Come to me soon with
Mark. Beware of Alexander. The Lord be with you.



http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-timothy/6
http://www.biblesummary.info/titus/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/titus/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/titus/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-timothy/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-timothy/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-timothy/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-timothy/4

Letters of the Apostles 1117 SEP 2018

AC 27; PHM; COL 1-4; EPH 1-6; 1 TI 1-6; TITUS; 2 Tl 1-4; 1 PE 1-5,
JUDE, 2 PE 1-3 Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

1Petl: Peter, to the diaspora. God has given us new birth through Christ. The prophets told of
this grace. So be holy in all your conduct.

1Pet2: You are being built up to be a royal priesthood. Submit to human authority. Live as
servants of God. Follow Christ in his suffering.

1Pet3: Wives, submit to your husbands. Husbands, honour your wives. Repay evil with
blessing. Christ suffered for sins to bring us to God.

1Pet4: Do not live for human desires but for the will of God. The end is near. Love each other
deeply. Do not be surprised when trials come.

1Pet5: Elders should be examples to the flock. Clothe yourselves with humility. Resist the
devil. God will strengthen you. Peace to you all.

Judel: Jude, to the elect. Ungodly people pervert grace into sensuality. They are judged as
twice dead trees. Build yourselves up in faith.

2Petl: Peter, to those of faith. God has given us great promises. So supplement faith with virtue and
love. We were eyewitnesses of Christ.

2Pet2: False teachers will arise. If God did not spare angels then he knows how to punish the
unrighteous. They are slaves of corruption.

2Pet3: Scoffers will say, "Where is his return?" The Lord is not slow, but patient. Untaught people twist
the Scriptures. Grow in Christ.



http://www.biblesummary.info/1-peter/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-peter/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-peter/3
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-peter/4
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-peter/5
http://www.biblesummary.info/jude/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-peter/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-peter/2
http://www.biblesummary.info/2-peter/3
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Big Ideas in
PHILEMON

‘When Christians extend
- grace and forgiveness to
others, they illustrate the
grace and forgiveness they
have received from God

Conversion transforms \
personal relationships with \
God and with others, even
relationships with slaves

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
EPHESIANS

God gives
his people
a purpose
for living

Christians are chosen
to be holy and are
created in Christ Jesus
to do good works

God's love for his
people is bigger than
anyone can imagine

By his death, Christ unites
believers as members of
the same body—the church

Believers are called to live
in a manner consistent with
their salvation in Christ

Christians fight a spiritual
battle; God provides the
weapons
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Big Ideas in
1 TIMOTHY

Oppose false teachers;
reinforce those who
teach sound doctrine

Living above reproach can
affect the success of efforts
to spread the gospel

Church leaders are
held to a higher
standard than others

Keep fighting the good
fight of faith; don’t give up

£

Godliness with contentment
is the measure of true riches

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com




11 -17 SEP 2018

Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

AC 27, PHM; COL 1-4; EPH 1-6; 1 Tl 1-6; TITUS; 2 Tl 1-4; 1 PE 1-5,

JUDE, 2 PE 1-3

Letters of the Apostles

e
LG OR &% W\‘gzg
] YONOH 10 9N Al G ) é 1) [neczannams
10 1L, RRASTN- B _ \F% 31 @ | ek
e SIITINYA 213k N«
4. SAIHSNOILY 13t AHLTVIH

“JUHS 0L AQY3¥ Y SNO¥3N3O
“OROMA009 NIGIDIRD
39 QNOHS HLWAM
E_: SNVILSIAH)

SNOLLISOd
a0 :OHM NIWOM AHLTVIM . 5 e

aynsa
(YA ST 1 NN M TN D

WV Y03 U0 ik 2
SUANVAL LISADD 4L INDSANRD

AiowiLs* .Sﬁ SIS SN

SIGIT ONIM 1 NOLIOASQ 40 100

3004 34101 30IAYAS 3 AUYS3INI Y03 NCTONY 30 C100HS H7VOH) 31 -
SOV L1 0K 3UVHS TR0« SIARITHO HOUOH) V' 140D~ : —Oz— _




Letters of the Apostles 11— 17 SEP 2018

AC 27; PHM; COL 1-4; EPH 1-6; 1 Tl 1-6; TITUS; 2 Tl 1-4; 1 PE 1-5,
JUDE, 2 PE 1-3 Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

Big Ideas in
TITUS

Church leaders are called to
be above reproach and to
serve as examples to others

Immoral Christians discredit
the truth of the very gospel
they proclaim

The young, the old and
slaves are to have
self-control and be
treated with respect

False teachers
threaten the church

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
2 TIMOTHY

Believers are called to follow
the good examples of those
who have held on to faith

Believers can rely on the
authority of Scripture and
need to handle it correctly

Paul calls believers to follow
sound doctrine but avoid
pointless arguments

The Bible is inspired. " *.
and equips Christians
to do the work of God y §

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
1 PETER

Peter encourages
Christians to endure
persecution

Christians can rejoice in the middle
of suffering because of the new life
God has given them

Suffering tests the
genuineness of one’s faith

God’s people
are called to
live as a royal
priesthood
and holy
nation who
give praise
to God for
rescuing
them

Christians
are called to
rive daily

erstone,
» and fall

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Letters of the Apostles 11— 17 SEP 2018

AC 27; PHM; COL 1-4; EPH 1-6; 1 Tl 1-6; TITUS; 2 Tl 1-4; 1 PE 1-5,
JUDE, 2 PE 1-3 Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

Christian freedom is
not a license to do
whatever one wants

Christians must educate
themselves in the faith, pray,
remain faithful and show mercy

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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AC 27, PHM; COL 1-4; EPH 1-6; 1 Tl 1-6; TITUS; 2 Tl 1-4; 1 PE 1-5,

JUDE, 2 PE 1-3 Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

Big Ideas in
2 PETER

God'’s power has given
Christians everything they
need to live godly lives

False teachers threaten the
faithfulness of believers

Jesus will return; Christians
can prepare for that day by
living faithful lives

g
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Letters of the Apostles 11— 17 SEP 2018
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JUDE, 2 PE 1-3 Week 49 - 1 Week to Go

Titles of Christ
Seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:16)
- - Immanuel, God with us watt. 1:23)
High priest... ;

1 Pet. 5:4)
Chiet Shepherd N ED:

7 B nn 6.'35) 2 =
‘f"’ao, Son of Man (uke 19:10) \‘\‘3 (J° S -
2 o' 0
B 2% ead o S
3 —\\((2725 % 2 B‘ SaVIOI‘ (Titus 1:4) (%- ‘=D
= = e %7, Light of the world womn 9:5) &>
e, E C;(/ 4 Alpha and Omega (Rev. 21:6) = 9!;
u“ T % o S
=8 o (‘70' 2, &
S% Prophet (Acts 522 t?,b 2 Y ., & QA

A L =
s § e e’ G W FooE
=S 05 s, [~ ~
2 h? Lion of Judah (Rev. 5:5) s, T
O Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13:20) /)’Q.,
) o 2
S Chief Cornerstone eon.zz0  \NOFd wonn 11

= Firstborn from among the dead (Col. 1:18)
MeSSlah (Matt. 1:1) Root of David (Rev. 5:5)

Mediator between God and mankind ¢ 1im. 25
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

Has God ever used a disaster in your life for ministry? What have you learned from this?

At times, have certain people (or forces) seemed to be more powerful than Jesus in your life?
Why? How do you respond to the fact that even these are under Christ’s authority?

In EPH 2:1-10 Paul talks about being made alive in Christ. What in your life is due only to God’s
presence and goodness?

How do you picture God? What does it mean to you to have God’s spirit in your inner being?
How has your understanding of God changed as you have grown in your faith?

What did | learn about human nature?

What bothers your non-Christian friends about the faith? How can you help them overcome those
barriers?

If a person knew only rejection and pain in their relationship, how can this person come to
understand the love of God in a personal way? What insight does EPH 3:14-21 shed on this?
How would you compare moral standards today with the moral standards in Paul’s day, based on
his writings to the churches?

What does it mean to put off your old self [EPH 4:22] and to put on the new self [EPH 4:24]?
What should characterize the lives of those living as children of light [EPH 5:8]?

Read 1 Tl 5:1-25. How would you compare this ancient system of dealing with older people to
our modern system? What should be the Christian’s / Church’s responses to the welfare issue?

What did | learn about my life/relationship with God?

In ACTS 27:13-44 , Paul faces a storm. What is the greatest pressure situation you are facing
now? How can Paul’s example and the principles you’ve learned from his experience help you?
What is your part and what is God’s part in the resolution of your storm?

How does ACTS 28:31 [Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.], set the stage for the way your life could become a
continuation of Acts 28?What do you need to build into your life now, so that your faith in Christ
will be what people remember about you at death?

For whom might you serve as a Paul in bringing about reconciliation?

In COL 2:6-23, Paul talks about freedom from human regulations through life with Christ.
Where are you still susceptible to getting caught up in rule keeping?

Of the qualities listed in EPH 4:2 [Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love.], which did you demonstrate the best today?
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Persecution was a real threat to the Jewish Christians of the first century. Many are town
between their new-found faith in Christ and their Old Testament way of life. Many question
whether or not they are blessed in following Jesus. In Hebrews, the superiority of Christ to all
of the Old Testament rituals and sacrifices is proclaimed. The early believers are counseled to
stay true to the gospel of Jesus Christ. With many references to the Old Testament, Hebrews
reads like a sequel to the Book of Leviticus. Old habits are comfortable, but settling for second
best is not God’s plan for the Jews of the early church or for believers today. Jesus removes our
sin, guarantees our access to God and promises always to be with us. Persevere in our faith
because Jesus is all you need!

The apostle John also addresses believers’ doubts about Jesus in his letter to early Christians (1
John) and gives encouragement and praise to faithful followers in 2 and 3 John. John uses vivid
images that contrast light and dark, truth and error, life and death, and love and hate to reassure
believers that God will powerfully overcome sin. The spiritual teachings are profound in their
very simplicity. Applying them to our lives will affect our interaction with God and with others.
The best way for us to keep on target spiritually is to follow John’s call to truth, love and
obedience. He encourages us to do what’s right, even in the face of adversity and opposition.

Though scholars differ on the exact interpretation and timetable of events in John’s vision, the
book of Revelation provides a powerful promise of Jesus Christ as glorified King and Lord.
The object of apocalyptic writing, common in the 1% century AD, was to square the
righteousness of God with the suffering condition of His servants on earth. John’s vision in the
Book of Revelation, written as a letter to seven churches, affirms that sin and evil will not last
forever. God, who holds the future firmly in his hands, promises that good will triumph.

The final book of the Bible proclaims that God wins the cosmic battle of good versus evil.

Weekly Reading Plan (pp. 1409-1449) Outline

Day 1: HEB 1:1-8:13 Letter to the Hebrews (Days 1 and 2)
Day 2: HEB 9:1-13:25 Letters of John (Day 3)

Day 3: 1JN 1:1-5:21; 2 JN 1:1-13; 3JN 1:1-14 Revelation to John (Day 4)

Day 4. REV 1:1-5:14 The Sevenfold Plagues (Day 5)

Day 5: REV 6:1-16:21 . . L
Day 6: REV 17:1-19:21 The Sinful City and the Antichrist (Day 6)

Day 7: REV 20:1-22:21 The Millennium (Day 7)
A New Heaven and a New Earth (Day 7)

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Key Characters Key Locations Key Terms

Jesus Angels Ephesus Smyrna People of God  Sabbath

Moses Melchizedek || Pergamum  Thyatira God’s Promise  Worship

Gaius John Sardis Philadelphia New Covenant  Sacrifice

Laodicea Babylon Atonement Faith

Perseverance Discipline
Love Hatred
Lightness Darkness
Sin Forgiveness
Son of God Churches
Scrolls Seals
Trumpets Beasts
Lamb Angels
Millennium Judgment

Key Verses

Let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are -- yet was
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need. [HEB 4:14-16]

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we outght to lay down our
lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on
him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth. [1 JN 3:16-18]

I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. | ask that we love one
another. And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the
beginning, his command is that you walk in love. [2 JN:5-6]

“Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God.
Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God.” [3 IN 11]

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty.” [REV 1:8]

“I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”” [REV 21:2-4]

EPOCH 9
(AD 30 - 100)
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Hebl: In these last days God has spoken by his Son. Of the Son he says, "Let the angels
worship him." And, "Your throne, O God, is forever."

Heb2: We must pay closer attention. The author of salvation tasted death for everyone. He was
made like us to make atonement for our sins.

Heb3: Jesus has more honor than Moses. He is the Son over God's house. Therefore, "Do not
harden your hearts as they did in the rebellion."

Heb4: Let us fear lest anyone fails to reach the promised rest. The word of God judges the
heart. So we boldly approach the throne of grace.

Heb5: Every high priest from among men is subject to weakness. Christ is a high priest in the
order of Melchizedek. You still need teaching.

Heb6: Let us press on to maturity. It is impossible to restore those who fall away. The promise
of God is a steadfast anchor for the soul.

Heb7: Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek, who had no end. Our Lord became a priest
through indestructible life. He is always able to save.

Heb8: We have a high priest who ministers in the true tent. He mediates a better covenant. He
says, "l will write my laws on their hearts."

Heb9: The high priest enters the Most Holy Place once a year with blood. Christ entered the
true holy place once for all by his own blood.

Heb10: The law is but a shadow. Animal blood cannot take away sins. Christ offered one
sacrifice forever. So let us hold fast to our hope.

Heb11: Faith is the proof of hope. By faith the world was made. By faith Abraham obeyed. By
faith Moses left Egypt. In faith some suffered.

Heb12: Let us run the race, looking to Jesus. God is disciplining you as sons. See that no one
falls short of grace. Let us worship in awe.

Heb13: Let love continue. Marriage should be honored. Let us bear the reproach Christ
endured. Submit to your leaders. Grace be with you.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

1Jnl: We have seen and proclaim to you the Word of life. God is light. If we walk in the light,
the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.

1Jn2: We know Christ if we keep his commands. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light.
Do not love the world. Children, abide in him.

1Jn3: We are God's children. Those born of God do not sin. We should love one another. We
know love because he laid down his life for us.

1Jn4: Any spirit that confesses Christ is of God. God is love. He sent his Son as a sacrifice for
sins. If we live in love, God lives in us.

1Jn5: Anyone born of God overcomes the world. The Spirit, water and blood all testify. God
gave us eternal life in his Son. Keep from idols.

2Jn1: The elder, to the elect lady. Let us love one another as the Father commands. Do not
welcome false teachers. | hope to come to you.

3Jnl: The elder, to beloved Gaius. | was overjoyed to hear of your faithfulness. Diotrephes
spreads false charges. | hope to see you soon.

Revl: The revelation of Jesus Christ to John. A voice said, "Write to the churches." | saw one
like a son of man, his face was like the sun.

Rev2: "Ephesus, renew your first love. Smyrna, be faithful until death. Pergamum, some hold
false teaching. Thyatira, you tolerate Jezebel."

Rev3: "Sardis, you are not alive but dead. Philadelphia, you have endured in my word.
Laodicea, you are lukewarm so | will spit you out.”

Rev4: | saw one seated on the throne in heaven. The four living creatures say, "Holy, holy,
holy." The elders say, "You created all things."

Rev5: A Lamb standing as though slain took the scroll with seven seals. The creatures, elders
and myriad angels sang, "Worthy is the Lamb!"

Rev6: The Lamb opened four seals and the horsemen went out to destroy. With the fifth seal |
saw the martyrs. With the sixth the stars fell.



http://www.biblesummary.info/1-john/1
http://www.biblesummary.info/1-john/2
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Rev7: The 144,000 were sealed from the tribes. A multitude cried, "Salvation belongs to our
God." An elder said, "God will wipe every tear."

Rev8: With the seventh seal there was silence. | saw seven angels. Four angels blew their
trumpets and a third of the earth was destroyed.

Rev9: At the fifth trumpet, locusts from the pit tormented the earth. At the sixth trumpet, four
angels killed a third of mankind with fire.

Rev10: | saw an angel with a scroll. He cried out and seven thunders sounded. A voice said,
"Eat the scroll.” It was sweet and then bitter.

Rev11: The two witnesses will prophesy until the beast kills them. At the seventh trumpet, loud
voices said, "Our God shall reign forever."

Rev12: A woman giving birth and a great dragon appeared. Michael and his angels fought the
dragon. The dragon was thrown down to the earth.

Rev13: | saw a beast rising out of the sea. It spoke blasphemy against God. Another beast rose
and gave everyone a mark. Its number is 666.

Rev14: | saw the Lamb in Zion with the 144,000. Angels said, "The hour of judgement has
come.” The earth was reaped with a sharp sickle.

Rev15: | saw angels with seven plagues. Those who conquered sang, "Just are your ways,
Lord!" The angels were given seven bowls of wrath.

Rev16: The bowls of wrath were poured out. The seas turned to blood, darkness fell, the kings
gathered at Armageddon and the earth quaked.

Rev17: | saw a prostitute on a beast with seven heads and ten horns. An angel said, "The heads
and horns are kings. The Lamb will conquer."

Rev18: An angel cried, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon!" The kings and merchants will weep. An
angel said, "The great city will be thrown down."

Rev19: A multitude cried, "Hallelujah! The Lord reigns.” The Word of God led the armies of
heaven. The beast was cast into the lake of fire.

Rev20: Satan was bound and the martyrs reigned with Christ for 1,000 years. Then Satan was
cast into the lake of fire. The dead were judged.
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Chapter Summaries (from @biblesummary)

Rev21: | saw a new heaven and earth. A voice said, "God dwells with his people.” An angel
showed me the new Jerusalem. Its lamp is the Lamb.

Rev22: The river of life flows from the throne of God. "Behold, | am coming soon. | am the
beginning and the end." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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Big Ideas in
1 JOHN

False teachers deny that
Christ came in the flesh

Christians can enjoy
fellowship with God
and each other

Christ calls believers
to love one another in
words and in actions

Believers can be sure of
eternal life through Christ

God answers prayers

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
2 & 3 JOHN

Watch out for false
teachings

Truth matters

Loving
others
proves
allegiance
to Christ

Hospitality among
Christians is vital

Source: The NIV Quickview Bible - www.thequickviewbible.com
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Big Ideas in
REVELATION

Lg’

Heaven'’s reality will
triumph over this
earthly existence

Great distress and
catastrophe will
precede Christ’s return

Christians can
evaluate the present
in light of prophesied
future events

Satan futilely fights
against God'’s plans

Salvation is available to
everyone who repents
and follows Christ

At the end of the age,
God will dwell with his
people in the new
Jerusalem and all the
benefits lost at Eden will
be restored

Sourca: The NIV Quickview Bible ~ wwwithequickviewbible.com
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God Reveals Future Events to John
[The Book of Revelation]

The early Christians experienced much persecution and
lived m eager anticipation of Christ’s promisad retum

By 90-95 AD. the Apostle John had been exiled to the
tsland of Patmos for testifying about Christ and had re-
cetved 2 vision from God assurmg him that God was m
control, no matter how things lookad.

John recorded his vision as The Book of Revlelation.
The writmg style that John used was poetic and symbolic
— a style called apocalyptic. The symbols m this viion
would have communicated much hope to those wheo first
heard the words of this circular letter to the churches, but
would have meant Jjtle to the suspicious Roman authoeri-
ties.

Revelation is not meant as a logical timetable of future
events. It is 2symbolic look at 2 glorious future for all
believers. It was meant to reassure believers that Ged 1s
m control and Christwill retum.

Lieber, D. (1554). Bible 101 getting the big picture. From a
class presented at Solana Beach Presbyterian Churchin
1554,
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Notes for Discussion

What did | learn about God?

What did | learn about human nature?

How does what | read apply to my life and my relationship with God?

Insights about the time and/or customs?

Other thoughts
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What did | learn about God?

When did Jesus become more than just a name to you? Of all the qualities of Jesus mentioned in
HEB 1:2-4, which ones are you beginning to appreciate more and more?

Why is it hard for many people to trust the love of God? How would you explain the meaning of
the priesthood of Jesus [HEB 5] to a non-Christian or to someone who didn’t understand the Old
Testament sacrificial system?

What does 1 JN 3:1-3 tell us about God? What does this mean for our self-image? How have you
experienced God’s lavish love this week?

What do you believe about Jesus’ nature? What difference does it make whether he was truly
divine? Truly human?

What great and mighty deeds has God done in your life for which you will praise him today?
How appropriate is the song in REV 15:3-4 to your experience with God?

What did I learn about human nature?

In telling others that Christ died to take away their sins, what responses do you get? Indifference?
Gratitude? Devotion? What would help your message have more impact?

What cultural influences distract you from your relationship with Christ? How subtle are these
influences in your life? How direct?

In REV 3, what is the contrast beteween reputation and reality in Sardis? What dangers exist for
Christians who rely on an image instead of nurturing a genuine spiritual life?
How can we discern false religion and governments?

What was the function of the temple in the old Jerusalem? Why is there no need for a temple in
the New Jerusalem?

What did I learn about my life/relationship with God?

When, if ever, did you drift away from the faith? Why? What were some of the most rebellious
times in your spiritual life? What resulted from it? Who (or what) helped bring you back?

Do you lie your life as if you were being made holy [HE 10:14]? Why or why not? In what way is
God calling you to practice greater holiness?

How has your life changed as a result of your faith in God? What has your faith cost you? How
has your faith affected your neighbors?

In what areas of your life does love for the world compete with love for God? In your use of
money? Time? Priorities? Relationships?

How has your interest in worshiping God increased or decreased in the last year? Why?
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