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1. The real drama in these stories is the conflict between Pharaoh and Moses’ God YHWY. 
 

2. The stage is set for Yahweh’s actions, which alone can beak the Pharaoh’s stubborn will. 
 

3. Is there significance to the number ten in the Exodus tradition? Consider how it is used in 
the Priestly creation story. The number of plagues in Exodus directly corresponds to 
the ten divine utterances by which the world was created and ordered (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 
11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 29), though not necessarily to the order of creation. 
 

4. In relating the ten Egyptian plagues, the Exodus in the Bible could represent a parallel 
account of liberation, affecting all aspects of the created world. 
 

5. For centuries exegetes have been struggling with the order, the number and the meaning 
of the plagues.  
 

6. As early as the medieval period, Jewish commentators noticed certain patterns in the 
narrative that reflected a highly organized literary structure. Patterns like these indicate 
that the plague narrative is a conscientiously articulated and tightly wrought composition. 
 

7. In Deuteronomy and Leviticus we see what is called a “curse list” in which the Lord 
tells the Israelites what will happen to them if they do not obey the Lord’s laws and 
commandments, if they breach the covenant. The maledictions in the curse-lists of 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/exodus/out-of-egypt-israels-exodus-between-text-and-memory-history-and-imagination/


Leviticus and Deuteronomy have been shown to be part of a stock of traditional 
curses employed during the biblical period in the geographical area extending from Israel 
to ancient Mesopotamia.  

 

8. Many of the Egyptian plagues mentioned in Exodus in the Bible have some correlation 
to an Egyptian god or goddess.  
 

9.  If the narrative is indeed driving towards the "credal" statement of 34:6-7 then the 
plagues contribute to it the idea of a God "slow to anger... maintaining love to 
thousands" and bringing justice to those who are evil. 
 

10. The resistance and unbelief which God's initial revelations of his name met are shattered. 
Israel is now convinced into believing and obeying, even if Pharaoh is not. 
 

11.  The plagues narrative, therefore, is significant in several ways:  
• It fits in with and develops the main thrust of Exodus;  
• It gives us a valuable ethical apologetic,  
• A doctrinal illustration,  
• A literary satisfaction and  
• A biblical categories of understanding;  
• And in this narrative several Exodus themes surface to be built upon later.  

 
12. What ignited the faith of the Israelites was not their physical redemption from Egypt, but 

rather “the mighty act which the Lord had done in Egypt”—that is, the plagues. 
 

13. At the end of the narrative in Exodus, Israel looks back over the stilled water of the sea at 
a land with no people, no animals and no vegetation, a land in which creation had been 
undone. Israel is convinced that its redeemer is the Lord of all creation.  

Reflections 
 

1. Hardening of the heart can mean that we are no longer moved by the suffering we see 
around us or we look at others with judgment instead of love. Talk about what you see in 
society as hardening of the heart. What you see in yourself. 

 
 
 
 

2. Take a look at the Plagues and De-Creation and the Plagues and Egyptian gods Table. 
Discuss each theory and share what the larger message is they are both trying to present. 
Sum it up in one sentence. How does that message apply to us today? 

 
 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-near-eastern-world/the-gods-of-egypt-movie/


Why Ten Plagues? 
Is there significance to the number ten in the Exodus tradition? Consider 
how it is used in the Priestly creation story. The number of plagues in 
Exodus was directly corresponds to the ten divine utterances by which the 
world was created and ordered (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 
29), though not necessarily to the order of creation.[15] 

 
The Number 10 as Used in the Bible 

The Meaning of Numbers: The Number 10 
• In the Bible, the number 10 is used 242 times.  
• The designation "10th" is used 79 times.  
• Ten is also viewed as a complete and perfect number, as is 3, 7 and 

12. 
• There are ten commandments God gave Moses on Mt. Sinai.   
• A tithe is a 10th of our earnings  
• The Passover lamb was selected on the 10th day of the 1st month 

(Exodus 12:3),  
• The 10th day of the 7th month is the Holy Day known as the Day of 

Atonement.  
• In Genesis 1 the phrase "God said” is used 10 times 

 

On this count ten could be connected to the ten divine utterances of 
the creation account of Genesis 1.  
 

In relating the ten Egyptian plagues, the Exodus in the Bible could 
represent a parallel account of liberation, affecting all aspects of the 
created world. 
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Plagues and De-Creation 

 
The Plagues in Response to the Pantheon of Egyptian gods.  

 

 


