
Chronological 
Bible Study

Introduction to the Study



Opening 
Meditation

9/11

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta8MHSqzrdc


Introductions

• Name

• Where do you live?

• Why were you interested in attending?



The Hybrid 
Environment

• Comments/discussions by both live and online participants is important!

• If you are online use your camera or at least a still picture of yourself. 

• A few events will be held over the year that bring locals that are zooming together

• Hybrid meetings are kind of new. Be patient with me .

• If you have feedback or ideas that might help the experience let me know.



Chronological Study Bible

• You can use any Bible you have.

• This Bible has interesting commentary  and overviews related 
to history and culture.

• It can be purchased on Amazon or Christianbooks.com.



Weekly Summary Format

Every Monday you will receive an email  with:

•  A meeting reminder

• A zoom link

• A study guide for the next week’s reading

After the meeting I’ll send out the Powerpoint slides

The Powerpoint slides and Weekly Summary are 
available on the Village Church website.

https://villagechurch.org/monday-evening-bible-study


Weekly 
Meeting

• Each meeting starts on-time with a prayer/meditation

• We will review key concepts and content from the week’s reading

• Everyone is encouraged to participate

• Each meeting ends on-time with a worship song



Attendance

• Not everyone will be able to attend every meeting. 

• If you got behind in the week’s reading come 
anyway.

• There are some break periods.  See the reading 
schedule for those dates.

• A few social gatherings will be scheduled to bring 
together local zoom participants and the in-person 
group.



What Is The 
Bible? Video

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak06MSETeo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta8MHSqzrdc


• Surprises?

• Concerns?

• Questions?



• Rearranges the text of the Bible in the order of the events it 
narrates.

• There are various ways to compile a chronological order – we 
will follow the order of the Thomas Nelson Bible

• Entire books my be read (e.g., Genesis and Exodus)

• Portions of a book may be moved  (e.g., Isaiah and 
Jeremiah)

• Portions of books may be combined (e.g., the four 
Gospels)

• Prophetic books inserted at the historical points they occur 
(not when they were written)

• Helps understand the Bible in a new way

What is a Chronological Bible Study?



Why is the Old 
Testament 
Important?

• It is the foundation of Christian faith.

• It addresses many fundamental questions about life.

• It sets us up to understand the New Testament by laying out 
God’s redemptive plan.

• It reveals who God is.

• Rabbi Jesus and his followers knew the Old Testament in 
detail.  Old Testament prophecy showed Jesus as the Messiah.



Practices
• Set aside a regular time to read each 

day

• Find a quiet place

• Begin in prayer

• Follow the daily reading plan when 
possible

• Take notes and/or journal

• Reflect on what you read

• Write down your questions and ask 
them in class

Look for key themes and 

the general message 



Strategies for Studying the Bible

• Study for the right reason

• Consider the historical setting

• Keep it in context

• Understand the genre

The purpose of Scripture:   that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work 

[2 Timothy 3:17] 



The Story of 
The Bible

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_CGP-12AE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta8MHSqzrdc


The Bible as a Drama: 
A Sacred Saga

• The Bible is a story about God.

• It is a narrative drama that tells God’s true story of 
redemption of his people:

• The World’s Genesis (beginning)

• Humanity’s Rebellion

• Israel’s Quest

• King’s Advent (Jesus)

• Community’s Calling

• God’s Homecoming (Jesus returns)

• You are meant to enter the drama.



• The drama begins with God creating 
the world. 

• God intends for humanity to be in 
close, trusting relationship with him.

• Tension and conflict are shown 
throughout Scripture. 

• God works through Abraham and 
generations of Abraham’s people. 

• Jesus shows what God’s reign looks 
like. 



Biblical Themes

• Primary Themes

• Creation

• Fall

• Redemption

• Restoration

• Some Other Themes

• God’s revelation, presence, and 
faithfulness

• Sin and it’s consequence

• Faith and obedience

• Jesus, the Messiah

It’s all about God



Literary 
Styles of The 
Bible

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_CGP-12AE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUXJ8Owes8E


• Genres help us determine meaning by context.

• All genres take a particular form

• All books have subgenres. 

• When confused  think about what  genre you are 

reading.

• Not all interpreters agree on how to classify some of 

the material.

Biblical Genres



Ancient 
Jewish 
Meditation 
Literature

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_CGP-12AE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhmlJBUIoLk


• Surprises?

• Concerns?

• Questions?



STUDY 
RESOURCES

• The Epochs used in the text

• Timelines of Biblical Events

• Old Testament Prophets

• The Tabernacle and Temple

• Names for God

• Messianic Prophecies

• Links to videos 



EPOCHS: OLD TESTAMENT 
EPOCH DESCRIPTION

1 Before the Patriarchs
The Beginnings of Human Civilization

2 The Patriarchs, Israel’s Ancestors (2000-1500 BC)
The Changing of the Empires
Egypt in the Middle Bronze Age

3 The Rise of a Unified People (1500-1200 BC)
Egypt and the Exodus
The conquest of Canaan

4 From Tribes to a Nation (1200-930 BC)
A Tribal Confederation in Israel
The Unified Monarchy in Israel

5 The Fall of Two Nations (930-586)
The Divided Monarchy in Israel
The Neo-Assyrian Empire
The Neo-Babylonian Empire

EPOCH DESCRIPTION

6 Exile and Return (586-322 BC)
Exile in Babylon
Wisdom in the Ancient East
The Persian Empire

7 Between the Two Testaments (332-37 BC)
The Greek Empire
The Roman Empire



EPOCHS: NEW TESTAMENT 
EPOCH DESCRIPTION

8 The Coming of the Messiah (37 BC-30 AD)
Introductions to Jesus Christ
Early Lives of John the Baptist and Jesus
Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry
The Galilean Ministry
From Galilee to Jerusalem
Jesus’ Final Journey
Final Ministry in Judea
Jesus’ Final Week in Jerusalem

9 The Church Age (30-100 AD)
The Gospel to the Jews
The Gospel to the Gentiles
The Gospel to the Gentile World
The Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome
Apocalyptic Writings and the End Times









OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS 
• Ancient Prophets:  Adam, Seth, Enosh, Enoch, Methuselah, Noah, Shem, Eber, Melchizedek 

• Patriarchal Prophets:  Abraham (1600 BC), Isaac (1800 BC), Jacob (1850 BC), Joseph1650 BC), Caleb (1400 BC), Hur, Jethro (1340 
BC), Moses  (1300 BC), Aaron (1300 BC), Miriam (1300 BC), Balaam, Assir, Joshua (1300 BC), Phinehas (1300 BC), Boaz (1200 BC) 

• Judge Prophets: Eli, Deborah (1106 BC), Gideon (1150 BC), Elkanah, Samuel (1050 BC)

• King's Prophets:  Nathan (970-930 BC), Gad, Ahimelech, Abiathar, Shemaiah, Iddo 

• Prophets of Both Israel and Judah: Oded, Isaiah (739 BC), Micah (735 BC)

• Prophets of Israel:  Ahijah, Micaiah, Hosea (770 BC), Amos (755 BC), Jonah (740 BC), Elijah (885 BC), Elisha (852 BC)

• Prophets of Judah: Hanani, Jehu, Jahaziel, Eliezer, Obadiah (840 or 590 BC), Joel (840 BC), Nahum (620 BC), Huldah, Maaseiah, 
Jeremiah (600 BC), Zephaniah (600s BC), Habakkuk (590 BC), Urijah 

• Captivity Prophets:  Daniel (586 BC), Ezekiel (586 BC), Mordecai (480 BC)

• Prophets of the Return:  Ezra (458 BC), Haggai (520 BC), Malachi (430 BC), Nehemiah (445 BC), Zechariah  (520 BC)

All timeframes approximate





• Many names are used to refer to God in the Bible. The 

names help reveal the character of God.

• LORD, Lord, lord

• LORD – YWHW

• Lord – Adonai (my Lord)

• lord – master (not God)

• Make note of the various names for God as you read 

and think about what that name is telling us about God.

• The varying names are not a result of different authors 

as sometimes asserted.

Learning About God 
Through His Name



Messianic Prophecies in the Bible

The Messiah Would Be Old Testament Prophecy Fulfilled in Jesus Christ

A descendant of Abraham GE 17:7 GAL 3:16

From David’s Family 2 SA 7:12-13 AC 13:32

Preceded by a Messenger MAL 3:1 LK 1:17

Born of a Virgin ISA 7:14 MT 1:18

Born in Bethlehem MIC 5:2 MT 2:1

The Shepherd ISA 40:11 JN 10:11-16

The Prophet DT 18:15 AC 3:20-22

The Priest PS 110:4 HEB 5:5-6

The King ZEC 9:9 John 18:33,37

The Redeemer ISA 59:20 LK 2:1

Sold for 30 pieces of silver ZEC 11:12 MT 26:15

Mocked PS 22:7-8 MT 27:39-44

Spat on ISA 50:6 MK 14:65

Crucified PS 22:16 JN 19:18

Resurrected PS 16:10 LK 24:6, 31, 34



Some other Bible Project Links on Reading 
the Bible
HOW TO READ BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

• Plot in Biblical Narrative

• Character in Biblical Narrative  

• Setting in Biblical Narrative

• Design Patterns in Biblical Narrative  

• The Gospel as Biblical Narrative

• The Parables of Jesus

HOW TO READ BIBLICAL POETRY

• Poetry  

• Poetic Metaphor

• The Book of Psalms  

• The Prophets 

• The Books of Solomon 

• Apocalyptic Literature

HOW TO READ BIBLICAL PROSE DISCOURSE

• Biblical Law

• New Testament Letters: Historical Context

• New Testament Letters: Literary Context

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLFCE8z__hw&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EQDGax19xk&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FuT8WtoAK0&
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkqsQpck8YU&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrzq_X1NNaA&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XX-aAg4_U2Q&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9yp1ZXbsEg&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9W5afjndtU&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpny22k_7uk&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edcqUu_BtN0&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJgt1vRkPbI&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNDX4tUdj1Y&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sew1kBIe-W0&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZuceW7eh5M&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPZ2uABVMKA&t=1s


• Surprises?

• Concerns?

• Questions?



Closing 
Worship:
The Blessing

Link to Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNk_xCa7zaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhmlJBUIoLk
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